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In this paper I will be reflecting on what I have learnt throughout the safeguarding course within lessons and the group discussion. I will be looking into the different forms of abuse, legislations and law, and who is within the forms of support and what they are required to do within their job title.
Starting with the of official support networks within our group discussion; we had a social worker, a health visitor and a manager of a nursery. Within the discussion I was the social worker, from this I learnt the true ins and outs of the role they have within supporting the child and family as well as being one of the main co-ordinates to making sure that communication and notes are made clearly and accurately between all forms and networks of support. According to Graduate Prospects Ltd (2018) Social workers job is to support a vulnerable individual, and or their family through difficult times, ensuring they are safeguarded from any form of harm and making the outcome of people’s lives are improved. What I didn’t know was that as well as social workers work individually they all so are also a main source of making sure all forms of support networks, and legislation are being used within every individual case and they will sometimes be the main professional to make judgements on difficult decision even if it works against what the people seeking help believe to be right, they make these judgements by using their own morals but foremost with law and legislation. Another part of a social workers job I did not know before this process was the amount of locations they will be sent to work, it is not just office work and home visits, they can also be a sent to ‘schools, hospitals, ‘premises of other public sector and voluntary organisations.’ As well as all the different locations that social workers may work at, there is also a number of different groups of individuals that a social worker will support, as discussed before we know how they will work with vulnerable adults and children, this can cover individuals from various different groups such as ‘the elderly, people with learning and physical disabilities, young offenders, people with mental health conditions, school non-attenders, drug and alcohol abusers, the homeless.’
Social workers must undertake many tasks to forfil the responsibilities they have under their job description and by legislation and law. Some of these tasks include conducting interviews to assess and review individual and or family cases and situations whilst writing up assessments, reports and records to a high quality with accuracy such as names, times, locations which must be completed in certain time scales meeting specific standards which can be used for legal action. During these meetings and assessments with the individuals and families they must offer information as well as support, which includes recommending, make decisions and or organising and managing packages of support to help and lead individuals and or their families for the next best course of action to achieve a better outcome, this can be then linked or the social worker with make referrals and or be in communication with other agencies of support. Social workers must participate in training, supervision, team meetings and n multidisciplinary teams and meeting regarding a number of different cases from child protection to mental health as well as give evidence in court if the case should get so far according to Graduate Prospects Ltd (2018)
There are many challenges that social workers face from inside the working role that they must deal with, such as difficult cases of abuse to process within paperwork, to emotionally processing it, another factor that I did not realise was the media attention. Media attention can be good but more often it will be negative, whilst discussing many different cases of abuse in class, you would see that in most, if not every public inquiry case that the social worker connected to the case would have been fired. According to Lord Lambing (2003) You found this in case of Victoria Climbié which was a very high profile case, that her social worker Lisa Arthurworrey, was fired and not been offered work as a social worker again to this day. Due to the public wanting to know the ins and outs, the social worker would have to have had dealt with the paper work, meetings and discussions within working professionals in the children protection and care sector but also with all forms of media from newspapers to television, which could include having your information such as name, location and images being exposed and dealing with the public. 
During my research I learnt the about statutory and non-statutory roles which is what social workers’ jobs can be. According to Graduate Prospects Ltd (2018):
'In a statutory position, your role is to adhere to the laws that exist to protect the vulnerable clients that they work with. Social workers have a duty to abide by the legislation and the power to enforce it. In non-statutory roles, social workers still work with a similar client group but are not specifically responsible for enforcing the law. You'll be employed in the charity sector or in specialist roles, such as providing support for drug and alcohol users, homeless people and people with mental health issues. You may also work in early intervention roles, aiming to prevent the escalation of problems in society to where statutory services are required.’

There are a number of different types of abuse that social workers and every form of official support will have to deal with. To my knowledge I knew four types of abuse: physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and neglect but according to NSPCC (2018) I was able to learn that there are 12 types of abuse, these include: physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, domestic abuse, online abuse, child sexual exploitation, female genital mutilation (FGM), bullying and cyberbullying, child trafficking, grooming and harmful sexual behaviour. All of these types of abuse contribute to a score on the ACE’s test with vulnerable children.
Before discussing safeguarding within this course I had not heard or known of ACE’s, ACEs standing for Adverse Childhood Experiences. ACEs are events that cause stress and or trauma, including abuse and neglect to a child under the age of 18 years old. According to SAMHSA (2017) some of the experiences that are seen as ACE’s include all the types of abuse as stated above to also mother treated violently, substance misuse within household, household mental illness, parental separation or divorce, incarcerated household member.
According to the NHS Wales Informatics Service for NHS Wales (No Date) Due to the number of ACE’s that a child experiences it has been seen in research that a number of health-harming, behavioural and anti-social behaviour effects the child later on in life once an adult such as ‘suicide attempts, lifetime depressive episodes, sleep disturbances in adults, high-risk sexual behaviors, fetal mortality, and pregnancy outcomes’ according to SAMHSA (2017), who also say there is also a connection to substance use being used at a younger age and more frequently by people that have experienced ACE’s and not been treated such as ‘early initiation of alcohol use, higher risk of mental and substance use disorders as an older adult in those aged 50 years plus, continued tobacco use during adulthood, prescription drug use and lifetime illicit drug use, drug dependency, and self-reported addiction.’

Within a survey set in Wales, it has been said that around 1 in 7 adults over 18 years and under 69 years that in their childhood they had experiences a minimum of four Adverse Childhood Experiences and that just under half had experienced at least one.

According to the NHS Wales Informatics Service for NHS Wales (No Date) it has been estimated ‘the burden of health-harming behaviours on the NHS that could have been avoided if Adverse Childhood Experiences were prevented across Wales.’

[bookmark: _GoBack]When any form of abuse occurs there will be always be a cause for it. There are a five different models of causes of abuse, these are; medical model, sociological model, psychological model, feminist model, to genetic model. There can be many issues and problems within the models from parents who have been abused, parents who have had poor parenting, low income, low self-esteem, parents with illnesses/addictions, and or young parents.
Sociological model is a cause that can easily be judged to those of lower social classes, we must remember that sociological model can occur in all social classes. The reason behind this is due to abuse may occur under sociological model due to reasons such as unemployment, poverty, poor housing and poor health care. All of these reasons can lead to abuse as the abuser is either not able to prove the needs of the child due to lack of funding, or the abuser is working all the time to prove some form of income to the family home so is not there in person to provide the emotional needs for the child this to also link to another factor that is the abuser cannot find a job the abuser could not have any self-confidence due to the reasons above and become abusive emotionally, and or physically. You can see the link with Sociological model and our case study, where the mother cannot afford a washing machine, was working many hours from early mornings to late nights, so the child was not only becoming clearly unclean, but was not getting that much needed emotional, physical connection. Another factor within sociological model is social exclusion, this can easily be seen in any social classes, and can be a result of many factors from not just poverty, but mental health, and or substance abuse. You can see 
Sociological model can often link in with the psychological model with its connection to history of mental illness being a cause which can cause many problems within sociological model, other factors in the psychological model include are; dependency on medication, routines/obsessive disorders and realistic expectations
Genetic Model is when you look into the family controlling and or as ‘protecting’ the family genes, such as in the case of Joseph Fritzl who kept his daughter captive and abused her, resulting in his daughter giving birth to their children, or looking into biological connections, such as abuse occurring when a step parent comes into the family dynamic as they don’t have a biological connection to the child, abuse can occur, this has been seen in many cases such as in the case of Jasmine Beckford, where according to Dingwall (1986) was beaten to death by her stepfather, Due to Jasmine Beckford’s case it helped bring in The Children Act 1989 which according to The National Archives (1989) made it that child’s welfare as paramount and discussed the importance of child’s voice.
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