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	Target 1
	Check your referencing technique. 

	Target 2
	Avoid contractions in academic essays. 

	Target 3
	Use educational texts to model a more academic style of writing.



· Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
· Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
· Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.                                                                                                              
                                              (Donaldson, 2015:68)
Reflective Portfolio: Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to your experience in school showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle. 

This assignment will aim to explore the three pedagogical principles that are specified above, through discussion of my own Professional Teaching Experience out in schools. It will analyse some theories and literature relating to the Foundation Phase, in order to highlight my secure understanding. This assignment will also demonstrate my knowledge of how these pedagogical principles relate to planning, delivery, and assessment of effective learning opportunities. Lastly, it will seek to identify both strengths and areas for development for each pedagogical principle outlined above. 

The Foundation Phase
The Foundation Phase is quite simply the ‘statutory curriculum for all 3 to 7-year olds in Wales’, according to Early Years Wales (2019). The Foundation Phase was introduced in September 2010 and is unique to Wales. Early Years Wales (2019) state that ‘it encourages children to use their imaginations and to be creative, making learning fun and more effective’. This shows that the Foundation Phase is all about the children exploring, developing, and learning through play. Welsh Government (2017) states that ‘play is essential for the growth in children’s cognitive; physical; social and emotional development’ which supports the theory of why the Foundation Phase is crucial. The Foundation Phase is also important for identifying additional learning needs, as the National Day Nurseries Association (2019) expresses ‘it supports early identification of possible developmental delay, special education needs or additional learning needs, and informs the provision of additional support for children who need it’. This shows that without the Foundation Phase, it would prove to be more difficult to identify the children who require more support. The Foundation Phase consists of seven areas of learning, which are:
· Personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity
· Language, literacy and communication skills
· Mathematical development
· Welsh language development
· Knowledge and understanding of the world
· Physical development
· Creative development.
These areas of learning are ‘delivered through practical activities and active learning experiences both indoors and outdoors’ according to Early Years Wales (2019). Lastly, according to Welsh Government (2008), ‘The Foundation Phase Framework emphasises the importance of’: 
· Every child’s entitlement to equal opportunities and access to a broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated curriculum that meets their developmental needs.
· The impact of children’s pre-school experiences on their subsequent development.
· Positive links between the home and providers of care and education, and an appreciation of parents/carers as the children’s ﬁrst educators.
Pedagogy
According to Jennings (2020), ‘the term ‘pedagogy’ refers to the complex relationship between learning and teaching. It embraces the concept of the practitioner as a facilitator of learning, responding to the needs of individuals, willing to learn alongside the children, using appropriate methods to manage the process of learning and continually reﬂecting on and improving practice in the light of research’. This shows that pedagogy is the way in which we teach, for example our methods, and this includes ‘teaching styles, teaching theory, feedback, and assessment.   
Pedagogical Principle 1 and 2
I feel that both pedagogical principles ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ (PP1) and ‘Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience’ (PP3) are related to the different methods of teaching and uses a cross curricular approach. Therefore, I will be discussing these pedagogical principles together as I believe they interlink. Cross curricular is ‘a term used to describe knowledge, activities, skills or initiatives that are applied across the curriculum and not confined to one subject (or area)’, according to Barnes (2015). PP1 emphasizes the importance of ‘employing a blend of approaches’ and I believe that this means using various strategies and techniques within a classroom in order to not only better the learning taking place, but to create an exciting and creative ambiance for the children too. The first strategy that I feel is a good example of this, would be a thematic approach. According to Reference (2020), ‘a thematic approach to teaching and learning is an approach where many different areas of the required curriculum are connected using a common theme’, which also ties in with PP3 as that pedagogical principle is all about ‘learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience’. Jennings (2020) agrees with this as she says that cross-curricular teaching ‘is often used interchangeably with topics and themes’. I feel that this links to PP3 because a thematic approach, touches upon all of the areas of learning by completing different tasks and activities all relating to this one theme. Welsh Government (2015) would agree with this as they believe that the areas of learning ‘must complement each other and work together to provide a cross-curricular approach to form a practical relevant curriculum’. Reference (2020) then continues to expand and says ‘for example, a nursery class focusing on a beach theme might learn vocabulary for common objects on the beach, read books about the beach, and do beach themed artwork’. From my own personal experience, I can recall a few themes that were used which were; Mini Beasts, The Tudors, Pirates, Farms, and the Romans. Whilst I completed my professional teaching experience, my class were studying the theme of castles and therefore completed various tasks covering a few areas of learning, such as; researching castles on iPad’s and computers to be able to name components of the castle, creating dragons with plasticine, building castles with lego, and creating an e-book on the iPad’s on their dragon tales. This approach could also allow for authentic learning. Educational Research Newsletter and Webinars (2020) states that ‘Authentic learning is a relatively new term that describes learning through applying knowledge in real-life contexts and situations’, which in this case could be a school trip, for example to the beach or to a local castle, so that pupils are able to make connections to the real world. Piaget (1896) agrees as he expresses that ‘children need to have real experiences and objects to discover things for themselves’. This links to PP1 because through using a theme, a range of different approaches are taken in order to cover many concepts. Another technique that has proven to be effective is having continuous provision within the classroom. Red Panda Learning (2018) explains that continuous provision is ‘the setting up of an environment which enables independent exploration and learning to continue learning with, or more importantly without, the presence of a practitioner’. From my own professional teaching learning experiences out in schools, I have seen many areas of continuous provision including; role play, sand and water pit, music and composing, construction, and outdoor investigation. I feel that continuous provision gives the children an opportunity to discover and make links for themselves which encourages independent learning. Frobel (1782) would agree with this as he believes that ‘learning environments require readily available materials and resources for exploratory play and that practical activities were central to learning’. This technique links to PP3 because continuous provision targets all areas of learning and experience in a wide range of ways. I feel that the biggest aspect that amalgamates these two pedagogical principles together, is learning through play. Welsh Government (2015) states that ‘play is not only crucial to the way children become self-aware and the way in which they learn the rules of social behaviour; it is also fundamental to intellectual development’. This shows that learning through play covers all aspects of learning, not only academically but also everyday life skills. Rather than children in the Foundation Phase being sat at tables and listening to a teacher talk at them all day, learning through play takes place instead. This is because at that age, children need to be ‘doing’ and exploring. Vygotsky (1896) would agree as he insisted that ‘learning was essentially a social activity in which learners are actively involved’. Some aspects that are being developed throughout these pedagogical principles which have been suggested by Jennings (2020) are; skills, knowledge, the ability to problem solve, reasoning, and creativity. I believe that these are all crucial and necessary in the development of children.
Although I have highlighted the many strengths of these two pedagogical principles, there are however some weaknesses too. Firstly, cross curricular teaching ‘lacks coherence and depth’, says Jennings (2020). I feel that this is a valid point because the seven areas of learning ideally need to be covered, and as a result of this, the teaching seems to be broader rather than in more depth. Another weakness that has been mentioned is that it is ‘challenging to ensure progression and assessment of area/subject skills’, which means that it’s more difficult to asses subject specific when cross-curricular teaching is being delivered as all areas need to be focused on, rather than just one. A final weakness is that ‘theme-based work is not always thoroughly assessed’ which is understandable because a thematic approach tends to be filled with practical activities, therefore this would be more difficult to assess, especially thoroughly. 
Pedagogical Principle 2
The second pedagogical principle (PP2) is ‘good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’, which focuses on planning in the Foundation Phase. It highlights that good planning is based on the awareness of what the pupils already know, and aiming to develop on that previous knowledge. Welsh Government (2015) agrees as they state that ‘A well-planned curriculum gives children opportunities to be creatively involved in their own learning which must build on what they already know and can do, their interests and what they understand’. This statement also draws our attention to another important aspect of planning which is ensuring that what is planned will fully engage the pupils and will consist of something that they enjoy or can take an interest to. Piaget (1896) would agree as he believes ‘in order to teach effectively however we have to take account of what learners already believe and the ways in which they are making sense of their world’.  When planning a lesson, I feel that the following should all be taken into account; children’s interests, opportunities, abilities, motivation, relevance, and activities. In order for a teacher in the Foundation Phase to plan effectively, I feel that these qualities are essential: 
· Knowledge and understanding of child development and how young children learn knowledge of the seven curriculum Areas of Learning. 
· Skills and knowledge of providing the best learning environments and experiences to motivate children and stimulate their learning. 
· Skills and knowledge of good practice in teaching young children. 
· Skills and knowledge of good practice in observation and assessment of children’s progress and planning for the continuum of learning. 
· Skills and knowledge of working collaboratively with others to share good practice and reﬂect on educational research. 
· Continually developing professional skills, knowledge and understanding.
Jennings (2020)

Welsh Government (2015) states that ‘The Foundation Phase curriculum should be flexible to allow practitioners working with children opportunities to plan and provide an appropriate curriculum for children who are at an early stage of their development and for those who are more able’. This highlights an important aspect of planning which is differentiation. Whilst completing my professional teaching experience, I had to include differentiation into my lesson plans. The reason for this is that it allows all children to access all work, for example for the children who are struggling and need the extra support, yet it still provides challenges for the children who are more able and need their tasks to be extended. Bruner (1976) would agree with this as he believed that ‘anything could be taught to a child at any stage of development, providing it was structured and presented at the right level in the right way’. Therefore, Bruner is explaining that if work is set at the right level, then all children are able to access it and achieve their full potential. 
There are three tiers that teachers follow when planning lessons which is; continuous provision, enhanced provision and focus tasks. Continuous provision is provided so that learning is constantly happening within the classroom, for when they have free choice or when their group isn’t completing the focus task with the teacher. This means that although the children are playing, they are still exploring and developing various skills. Whilst completing my professional teaching experience, I observed many continuous provision areas such as; make and do area, construction area, reading area, and outdoor investigation area. Enhanced provision is there to ensure that building on prior knowledge is happening, even though they aren’t completing the focus task yet. Building on prior knowledge is important so that they are constantly being challenged to learn and develop further. Vygotsky (1978) would agree with the use of continuous and enhanced provision as he expresses that ‘giving them too much help may stop them deepening their own understanding’, therefore these provided areas allows them to explore and discover independently and interdependently. A focus task is the main task going on in the classroom and so this is where the teacher is sat with that group to complete the set task, constantly encouraging and supporting. Bruner (1976) would agree with this as he emphasises ‘the idea of adults making a ‘scaffold’ or support system for children to help them develop their thinking and reasoning’. Whilst completing my professional teaching experience, I planned for enhanced provision as well as planning my focus task. For example, when working on phonics with one group, I created a game of bingo for another group to play, using words that included the new spelling pattern, as enhanced provision for them to continue with whilst I was working mainly with my focus group. 
A weakness that I have identified from this pedagogical principle is that it tends to be difficult to accommodate all pupils and challenging to take all aspects listed above into account. 

Challenges
The new curriculum for 2022 strives to for four core purposes and aims to create; ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, ethical informed citizens, and healthy confident individuals. There are seven areas of learning in the current curriculum, however, in the new curriculum there are six areas of learning and experience, which are:
· Expressive Arts.
· Health and Well-being.
· Humanities.
· Languages, Literacy and Communication. 
· Mathematics and Numeracy.
· Science and technology.

Despite feeling that the curriculum sounds exciting and promising, I feel that there are some challenges to be considered. One of the aspects that the new curriculum focuses on is innovativeness and creativity, and states ‘it has been published primarily to help schools begin to design their own curriculum’. This may prove challenging for some staff, especially new teaching staff who may prefer to follow a more guided approach as they may not feel confident in designing lesson plans without a scaffold. This may make staff feel under pressure, stressed, and feel as though a huge expectation has been placed on them. They then continue to say ‘a defining feature of the Framework is that it requires schools to design their own curriculum and assessment arrangements’. Another challenge that I have identified is that the new curriculum seems to be more child led. I feel that sometimes, children are not experienced enough and may not possess the relevant knowledge to make the correct decisions. This may result in activities or tasks that may only suit some children and may not be geared for all. For example, the tasks could lack challenge or may not be accessible for all. 

Conclusion
To conclude, I feel that the pedagogical principles are all very relevant and effective. PP1 highlights ‘a blend of approaches’ which as we’ve seen is essential as not all pupils learn in the same ways and as a result of this, different paths need to be explored in order to explain to children and help them to gain understanding. PP3 highlighted the importance of covering all of the areas of learning to not only broaden learning and development, but it will also provide opportunities for the children and help to identify talents, struggles, strengths, and weaknesses. PP2 then highlighted the importance of structured and organised planning in order to increase the quality of learning and development that takes place in and out of the classroom. I feel that from this module I have learnt that sharing good practice will be crucial for all teachers, not only for the current curriculum, but for the new curriculum too. This will encourage sharing of innovative and creative ideas between staff and schools, sparking further discussions on the production of excellent lesson planning and teaching. Lastly, I believe that it is essential for teachers to scaffold their lesson plans, based on good principles and theories and that the pedagogical principles are taken into consideration. Overall, I feel that the following qualities and skills are essential in order to be a strong and effective teacher in the Foundation Phase; patience, teamwork, enthusiasm, knowledge, creativity and innovation.
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