Task: Researching your chosen building or site
Pompeii: The life, death and rediscovery of a Roman town (HPAH5078/HPAH6078)
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For the final part of this session, I have set a series of tasks related to your coursework. These tasks are designed to help you identify material that may prove useful to elements 1, 3 and 4 of the assessment portfolio: namely, the round table discussions that will take place during the four weeks (participation in each discussion being worth 3% or 2% each, with four discussions in total: see Moodle), the poster presentation assignment (3) and the analytical report (4). It is also a useful way to spot potential problems early on, such as accessibility of material. Put your responses / findings into a word document (clearly labelled) and email them to me when you are done – this document is uploaded on Moodle, so you can download it and copy and paste into it. 
Ideally try to do these tasks by the late afternoon of the 3rd December, so that if there are any problems, there is plenty of time to react and find alternative solutions. 



Task 1: identify two to three pieces of scholarship you can use which relate to your building / location. These can be chapters or subsections in monographs, chapters in edited books, journal articles (or segments within journal articles), and excavation reports. [Do not include online blogs]
1. Lazer, Estelle, Resurrecting Pompeii, (Routledge, 2009) - specifically: Part 2, Chapter 7: ‘Determination of Age-At-Death'. 
2. Emmerson, Allison L.C., ‘Reconstructing the Funerary Landscap at Pompeii’s Porta Stabia’, in Rivista Di Studi Pompeiania, vol. 21 (2010), pp. 77-86. 
Task 2: try and locate a structural/architectural plan for your building (or a topographic layout of an area if you picked, for example, the Necropolis outside the Nuceria Gate). 
[image: ]Map of tombs in the Necropoli di Porta Nocera - source: Pompeii in Pictures. 

Task 3: on a topographic map, identify where your structure (or series of structures) is located and pick out any relevant buildings in the vicinity. Is your building part of a particular district?
· The Necropolis di Porta Nocera was in the southeast of Pompeii, adjacent to the city walls, at the south end of Via di Nocera. The Nocera Gate itself was a significant entrance to the city. 
· This necropolis was the largest and was used primarily by lower and middle-class citizens, especially those living in the adjoining Regio I and II. 
· The ‘Via delle Tombe’ (‘street of the tombs’) runs just outside the Nocera Gate and is lined by a dense concentration of tombs on both sides – functioned as a thoroughfare and a highly-visible commemorative space. 
· Tomb of Eumachia/Tomb 11OS: monumental tomb/mausoleum within the necropolis, along the southwest side of the Via delle Tombe. For the family of a powerful priestess of Venus, who also has an eponymous building in the Forum. 
Task 4: Identify any iconographic imagery (e.g., wall-paintings, etched (graffiti) images, statuary, mosaics, funerary reliefs, etc.). The goal is to identify material that you may find useful for your study. 
· Inscribed plaque on the west-facing front wall of the tomb of Eumachia (tomb 11OS) that reads ‘SIBI ET SVIS’, meaning: ‘To Them and Their Children’. 
· Tomb of Publius Flavius Philoxsenus and Flavia Agathea, Acastus, and Spiron (tomb 7OS): collective tomb situated along the Via delle Tombe. Contains several busts and inscriptions detailing the social standing and origins of those buried within. 
Task 5: Identify a few items of material culture (physical objects), organic material (e.g., skeletal remains, archaeobotanical material, zooarchaeological material, etc.) or epigraphs evidence (e.g., inscriptions and graffiti) that have been discovered in connection with your building / site. The goal is to identify material that you may find useful for your study. 
· Cippus of Titas Suedias Clemens: just outside the Porta Nocera (within the necropolis), at the junction of the Via delle Tombe and Via Nocera. The inscription is oriented towards the gate (southern exit and entrance to Pompeii), and connects to a Flavian-period land restitution initiative. Important for showing connections between politics, death, society, etc.
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