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Introduction:
Reflecting upon the previous experience regarding academic performance actually helps a student to evaluate his/her ability to meet the academic goal and objectives. Here the reflective report is prepared to evaluate my performance in term 1 of ‘Academic and Employability Skills’ course of my graduate program. How this term 1 module of this course helped me to develop my different academic and employability skills is discussed here considering my activities during completing term 1. In order to develop this reflective report I have constructed the entire report into some segments where I have evaluated my process of developing those academic and employability skills. 
The experience:
As a graduate level student I have the planning from now to develop my employability skills in this academic environment along with development of academic skills. In this process the term 1 module helped me a lot to improve my employability and academic skills. I have gone through different experiences in order to develop different employability and academic skills. My experiences throughout the previous term is explained here focusing my different academic and employability skills-
Communication skills is one of the most important skills I have improved in term 1 where different academic skills helped to develop both verbal and non-verbal communication skills. Specifically under this course module my writing communication skills developed a lot because my course teacher helped me and other students in this course to teach us some very effective academic writing skills. The experience of learning different techniques for improving communication skills was positive. For example, by giving the reports and assignments and encouraging us to implement new academic writing skills the course teacher actually pushed us towards preparing good quality report and assignments. Good grade and appreciation refers to positive experience regarding this academic and employability skill.
Researching is another skill that is necessary both for academic and professional purpose. Research is conducted to find any solution of addressed problem or develop the current situation and get the peeper answer (Neugebauer, 2014). In term 1 the experience of improving researching skill was mostly positive. There were some situations that negatively impacted me but I also got some lessons from there. For example, in an academic rese4arch I didn’t follow the proper research method suggested by my teacher that led us towards irrelative outcomes from the research. So we had to implement proper method and prepare the research report again that was very hard for me and my team members. But I had learnt that in proper research appropriate research method must be used. 
In term 1 the module was designed to improve the academic learning skills of graduating students. There are different techniques of academic learning those are different from professional writing but there are also some similarities between these two writing skills. So, it was a good experience to know about those differences from our course material by the guideline of the course teacher. When I used to prepare academic reports, presentation and other writing assignments and I had to assess different academic and organizational sources for information I addressed those writing differences. At the same time the teaching style of the course teacher was really very good to learn about new academic writing techniques.   
Academic research skill is another academic skill that I have improved a lot by completing this module. In this module the teacher provided us very effective and information course materials to get proper and in-depth knowledge and understanding about academic research. I have experienced different types of research implementing different research methods like interview and conversation, research through survey using questionnaire, community investigation and case study analysis. I have developed the skills of developing standard research questionnaire where the course teacher helped me a lot. I have also learnt about the qualitative and quantitative research in this module. Our course teacher asked us to conduct some academic research on selected hypothesis as small scale from where I got the real experience of research.
Now as an employability and academic skill I have developed my team work skills throughout the term 1. Team working skills is important for a graduate to achieve performance efficiency in his academic life and also in professional life collaborating and coordinating with class mates and colleagues (Macdonald and Wisdom, 2013). Here throughout this module I have developed my team work skill working in small and large teams where the students are from different background as well as have different characteristics. The working experience in team is mostly positive because I got huge support from my team mates.  
Reflective observation:
The employability and academic skills I have developed throughout the term 1 actually helped me a lot to me more skilled and employable from an employer’s perspective. In this section of my reflective report I am going to evaluate how the employability and academic skills helped me so far-
Contribution of communication skills: Communication skills are very essential for both academic and employment purpose. By completing the term 1 I have developed my communication skills including verbal and non-verbal communication skills especially the writing skills have developed significantly that belong to verbal communication skill. Due to the improvement of communication skills I am now able to establish favorable relations with my team members in my course and also developed the confidence to produce good quality academic works like reports, presentation and assignments.  Due to improvement of communication skills through writing my confidence has increased a lot in order to prepare report proposal, research report and CV. In this way my employment opportunity from employers’ perspective has developed as well. 
Contribution of researching skill: The course materials and proper guideline of teacher in this module my academic research skills developed significantly. I had some confusion and fear about research because I was not clear about academic research and had not in-depth knowledge and understanding about it. Due to improvement of academic research skill throughout term 1 I am now very confident to prepare good quality research report where I am implementing the new and improved research techniques. Along with the development of academic research skills I have developed my other related academic skills like referencing skill, survey skill and questionnaire development skill. These skills are helping me in other academic courses where academic research is assigned by course teacher.
Contribution of referencing skill: In term 1 I have developed my referencing skills where the major benefit was to reduce the confusion about referencing from different sources like books, journals, newspapers and electronic sources. In this module I have followed the Harvard referencing style that specified the referencing style and techniques for different sources where the academic referencing techniques were focused mainly. For the improvement of this skills my academic writing skills directly impacted positively. The quality of my academic writing also developed from this perspective. Now I am confident about my academic works those are writing based like research report, assignment reports and presentation.   
Contribution of academic writing skill: Through adapting good writing techniques I have developed my academic writing skill that directly influenced my previous writing skills. Due to the improvement now I am capable to prepare good quality academic papers. At the same time now I have created the opportunity to get good grades from my teachers. Gradually I am now capable to establish communication with my employer using good writing skills. For example, if my employer asks me to develop project reports I can do that where I can communicate proper and sufficient information and evaluate the project using quality writing techniques. 
Conceptualization (Academic and Employability skills gap analysis):
Throughout term 1 module of ‘Academic and Employability Skills) course I had the opportunity to develop some key academic and employability skills those I need for my current graduate program and will be useful for my professional career. Here in this segment of reflective report I am conducting a skill gap analysis considering some key academic and employability skills-
Communication skills gap: Before completing the course nodule my communication skills was not top notch but here I have mainly focused on my communication skills through writing that is a branch of verbal communication skill. My report writing skills and referencing skill also improved along with writing communication skill, but I have still some lacking in other portion of verbal communication that is communication skill through speaking. I have addressed this skill gap evaluating my presentation skills where I am not very good. I have also addressed that I have skill gap in non-verbal communication skill that is also addressed through my presentation performance. I am not able to execute proper body language using proper gesture and posture like proper eye contact during presentation or taking to others. To develop this skill gap I need to get support from my course teacher to improve some non-verbal communication techniques. Here my team members and friends also can help me.
Academic research skill gap: My academic research skill improved significantly but still I have addressed some skill gap regarding this academic and employability skill during completing this module. I have addressed that in terms of qualitative research I fell comfortable but in terms of qualitative research I feel lack of confidence but I have found that qualitative research is very important for developing my employability skills. Qualitative research deals with the human elements and socio-economic factors that most of the employer value because it creates business opportunity (Steven, 2015). For filling this skill gap I need to focus on my qualitative research techniques. 
Active extermination: 
The academic ad employability skills those I have developed so far are not sufficient to grow my professional career. So I need to develop some others skills as well as discussed below-
Time management skill: As a graduate student time is like asset to me because within academic time period I need to manage my tasks maintaining time schedule. At the same time I need to develop my time management skill. In the beginning pat of this reflective report I have mentioned that I have to go through academic workload where this pressure will increase in my professional workplace. So, it is the right time to improve time management skill to improve my capacity to organize and manage all academic activities within specific time period. Here I can get support by developing a time schedule or personal development plan. 
Problem solving skill: This is another employability skill that is also considered as academic skill I want to develop gradually in my graduation period. Problem solving skill of a professional helps to handle critical and conflicting situations to ensure effective team and individual performance in a workplace (O'Neil, 2017) In terms of working in team I have faced conflicting situations and those caused by some problems. At the same time in professional workplace I have to face more problems. So, it will be helpful for me if I can develop this skill and implement it in academic environment. 
Conclusion:
This reflective paper is developed considering the activities of term 1 module that is designed for graduate students like me to develop different necessary academic and employability skills. I have conducted skills gap analysis to sort out the skills gaps those I have developed during this course module. How those skills impacted me and benefited me is also reflected here. Finally I have mentioned some other academic and employability skills I want to improve gradually in addition. 
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