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	NAME: Nathan DAVIES 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2134481

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
The impact of County Lines in Wales – What is ‘County Lines’? And the impact is it having on Police Forces, along with the impact it is having on the people of Wales. 

INTRODUCTION:
I would like to write my dissertation around this topic as County Lines is an issue that is only growing, especially here in Wales. So, what is County Lines? From guidance on the National Crime Agency website, ‘County Lines is where illegal drugs are transported from one area to another, often across police and local authority boundaries’ (NCA, 2025) The guidance further states that the drugs are usually transported by children or vulnerable adults that are coerced into doing so. ‘County Line’ is the mobile phone/number that is used to arrange the transaction of drugs. 
County Lines is becoming more and more frequent within Policing, and 90% of English Police forces have seen County Lines in their area, and state that the violence linked to it is getting worse. (TheChildrensSociety, n.d.)
From my personal experience within my role as a Police Constable I have seen the effects of county Lines, the amount of work that goes into disrupting the Lines, and the resources it takes. The effects that it has on Policing is not something that is documented often, and I believe it would be an interesting topic to cover. I also have seen very little if any literature on the effects that county lines is having on the people of Wales. Again, this is something I have seen firsthand within my role and would like to complete my degree studying and writing about a topic that is not just of interest to me but is also educational and informative for anyone who wishes to read it.    

I believe it to be worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it is a topic that is highly relevant to the degree that I am doing, that being professional policing. It will speak of the strain that an area of crime has on Police, and ideas on how Policing can assist in the investigation and disruption of CL. It will also be looking at the impact that it has on the lives of people that unfortunately get caught up in it, and how that is also happening close to home here in Wales. It is an interesting topic and highly relevant to the day-to-day role of Police officers across the United Kingdom. It is something that I have witnessed first hand within my time as a Police Officer while doing my Degree Apprenticeship with South Wales Police.  

Throughout this dissertation I will be conducting research on County Lines, its definitions and statistics around the topic. I will then be reviewing and using literature on Police resources, to see how CL has an impact on Policing. I will also be looking at reports on how County Lines effects members of the public, and how they ended up becoming involved in the horrible business that it is. What do they look for? How do they recruit? What happens to those that have lived to tell a story. I will then look at creating a questionnaire to pass out to colleagues withing SWP who are in Organised Crime Teams, and your standard frontline officers, to see their views on the subject. The research is justified as it will be for obtaining my degree in Professional Policing, and all will be referenced. For the officers who are willing participate within the questionnaire, their identities will be hidden due to the nature of their role and will complete the questionnaire anonymously. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The information I aim to collect within my dissertation is as follows:
· What impact is county lines having on Police Forces across the United Kingdom? 
· What Could Police Forces do to disrupt further lines? 
· How are people in Wales effected by county Lines? 
To answer these topics, I will be reviewing already available literature I the forms of scholarly articles that are available online, news articles, statistic reports, Police websites, as well as sending out a questionnaire to serving and retired Police Constables. The information available will hopefully answer the above objectives, and my questionnaire will further evidence necessary points. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will be using literature that is relevant to County Lines, and the people that it effects daily across the Country. I will use ‘Google Scholar’ to look for relevant work tha has be produced that is relevant and citing what I believe meets the criteria. I will also be reviewing reports from Government agencies such as the NCA (National Crime Agency) and Gov websites. I also will look into relevant news articles on the subject, and published documents from charities who are trying to inform people about the dangers of Conty Lines as they often have statistics which would be beneficial literature for this dissertation. 

So far, I have noted great literature that is available on the NCA’s website on County Lines and a charity called ‘The children’s society’. Both have been cited within this proposal and appear to hold some relevant information on my proposed topic. 

I have had a brief look at previous work that had been submitted on County Lines and there appears to be a clear gap in how this criminal enterprise is putting a huge strain on an already stretched organisation such as the Police.

My current knowledge on the topic is directly though first-hand experience as a Police Constable. I have been involved in several operations targeting County Lines, including a multi-force operation with officers from Merseyside Police. I have seen the copious amount of work that goes into stopping and enforcing closure on these lines, as well as the effects that it has on the people that have been used to facilitate the Lines. I have also completed an EDIT and Drugs Investigation course, which gives me the knowledge around drug line investigations, and Home Office approve drug testing. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The research I would like to conduct would be through the method of Survey/Questionnaire. I have chosen this method for the following reasons: 
. I believe this for the following reasons, 
· Participants remain anonymous. This will allow them to conceal their identity for work reasons, along with allowing them to answer truthfully about the situation. 
· I am able to send out surveys to a wider audience, allowing for a larger response and enough Quantitative and Qualitative data to complete my research and assist in the finalisation of my dissertation. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be sending out these questionnaires to Police Constables within South Wales Police who are either serving or retired and have worked within Organised Crime Teams (specialists in County Lines and drug operations) and frontline Police Officers, such as those on Neighbourhood Policing Teams. This will give me answers from those who are specialists in CL/Organised crime and those who have likely experienced it in their day-to-day duties and assisted with the investigations. This is best for my research as they know how CLs work, operate, and destruct everything in its path, and more importantly have seen it and dealt with it. 




	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There are no ethical barriers within this work. Officer who participate in any questionnaire will do so of their own free will and will be anonymous.  

	TIME SCALE:
I believe I will be able to complete this work within 5 to 6 months.  
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