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Zander Letter 
 
        Lucy Davey, 
        ALN Teacher, 
        22 Elwy Crescent,  
        Cockett, 
        Swansea, 
        SA2 0XB. 
        15th September 2024 
 
 
Dear Mr Zander, I got my A because I love what I do. 
 

As I sit at my desk at 3pm on a Friday afternoon I look out to the empty chairs and 
tables that were recently filled with happy children, vulnerable children and children who 
have wanted to go home for the past 6 hours.  

 
My journey to this point in my career has taken four years, from starting university amidst a 
global pandemic in 2020 to graduating my PGCE on the hottest day of 2024 it has been filled 
with highs and lows. Along the way I have spent time in a classroom with my peers, time in 
bed learning online with my dogs beside me and the most valuable time as a practitioner in 
a range of education settings. At the start of my journey, I was a Teaching Assistant who 
wanted more knowledge, pride, and ability in my job. Now, I have all of that and more. 
 
 
I am impactful; I am knowledgeable; I am adaptable and most importantly, I am confident in 
what I do.  
 
The first two years were the easiest. I would turn my laptop on, engage in a lecture, write 
the odd assignment, and receive my marks. What I didn’t realise at the time, was how much 
I was already growing as a practitioner. In my employment, I was already bringing my 
newfound knowledge of education to the children I taught. I will always fondly remember a 
module of learning I completed on Alternative Learning Environments. Partaking in 
experiential learning myself opened my eyes to the benefits children can have from this as 
well as learning outdoors. Every now and then when myself and my class are foraging for 
mini-beasts or using natural pigments to create art I think back to the skills and 
understanding I gained whilst completing this module and how much they have shaped me.  
 
The third and final year of my degree was tough, I wanted to cry and quit many times, but 
the vision that is now my reality kept me going! Weeks and weeks of reading, research, and 
writing went into my individual project. It was tough, and sometimes when I wanted to give 
up, I felt I was being as defiant as the ODD children I was studying, but when I received my 
first class mark it reminded me that educating ALN children was what I was made to do. 
Through this project, I learnt and developed so many skills that now allow me to be so good 
at what I do. From time-management, critical thinking and questioning to researching and 
responding to behaviour these skills still aid me every day in the workplace. 
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My PGCE year was the year that made me the confident and capable teacher that I am now. 
The practice and mentorship I received have broadened my experience and understanding 
which now allows me to be adaptable to any learning needs and any situation.  
 
Over the last four years there have been times where I wanted to give it all up and times 
where I couldn’t wait to be where I am now. Despite all the knowledge of theories, all the 
time spent in a classroom and all the academic journals read, the key thing that has made 
me who I am is determination to do what I am good at for the good of the children. 
 
Mr Zander, I got my A because I love what I do. 
 
Yours Faithfully, 
Lucy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         


