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Introduction
This dissertation will explore the differences between punitive prisons and Nordic prisons. The main aim of this research is to analyse the public perception of whether the Criminal Justice System should rehabilitate or punish prisoners. The results of this research will provide an argument of whether people in society think prisoners should be rehabilitated or punished.
Punitive justice focuses on punishing individuals who have broken the law (Gull, 2018). Additionally, America is another country that focuses on punishment rather than rehabilitation. America has a three-strike policy, including the death penalty. This suggests that America focuses on punitive justice rather than rehabilitation. In contrast, Norwegian and Scandinavia prisons are praised for their humane treatment, enhanced social services and material conditions compared to other prisons (Andvig et al, 2021). This conveys that the UK’s public perception is entirely different to other countries. The question is whether rehabilitation in Nordic countries has more of a positive impact than punitive prisons in the UK. 
The public has highly debated on whether criminals should be helped in the Criminal Justice System. Society generally wants criminals to pay for their crimes they commit but to a certain extent. The public’s perception of the Criminal Justice System is essential because the system depends on the publics participation as the public participates in jury services, they witness crime and are responsible for reporting it, (Wood and Viki, 2001). The public suggest that there is no interest given to criminals after being sentenced, this could be the main causes of prisoners reoffending. Another factor that affects prisoners in the UK is overcrowding, (Bernard et al, 2017). 
Norway is known to be too focussed on rehabilitation, and prisoners can walk around freely, play music, cook, and make their meals. There are also no bars on the windows. This illustrates prisoners’ luxuries in Norway (Rasin, 2020). The question is whether the public thinks this the most effective way of punishment. However, there have been some debates that Norway prisons are too comfortable and forgiving over serious crimes, (James, 2013). UK prisons are the complete opposite; prisoners are locked in their cells, and only allowed out at certain times of the day. Prisoners have to comply with the rules otherwise, they could have their sentenced increased for bad behaviour, (HM Inspectorate of Prisons,2017).
 In this thesis, a comparative analysis will be used to analyse the public’s perception of punitive prisons in the UK and Nordic prisons. Throughout the research of this paper, rehabilitation schemes in Nordic and Scandinavian prisons will be compared, which will help discover the different ways in which offenders are treated and how this compares with the UK. This topic is important because it compares prisons in the UK and other counties across the world, this will help distinguish the core problems in prisons today. This will provide an analysis on the public perception of rehabilitative versus punitive prisons. By gathering primary and secondary research it will help identify some recommendations to improve prisons.
The key aim of this study is to research and identify the differences between the UK prisons and Nordic prisons and the impact this has on the prison rates. Moreover, a critical element of this study is to investigate the public perception of rehabilitation verses punitive prisons. The research objectives for this dissertation are to:
1. Examine the differences between punitive prisons in the UK and Nordic countries.
2. To identify why rehabilitation doesn’t work in the UK and how this compares to Nordic Countries.
3. To discover how much the media impacts the public’s perception of prisons. 
4. To analyse the difference between the public’s perception of rehabilitation in Nordic prisons and punitive prisons in the UK.
The methodology that will be used in this paper is going to be a questionnaire. A questionnaire allows respondents the opportunity to answer it anonymously, which will allow the respondent to truly express how they feel. This will lead to a better understanding of what the research is about. The purpose of the questionnaire is for participants to be able to express their opinion through the use of open and closed questions. This will enable the researcher to understand the respondents’ true feelings. 
The target area is the younger generation, between the ages of 18-35 and the older generation 35-60. By targeting the different age groups, it will show the differences in how young people and older generation perceive the Criminal Justice System. The findings of this questionnaire will be generated into graphs to show the final results.  The questions that will be displayed in the questionnaire is going to help the researcher establish the public’s perception of prisons in the UK. It will contain information about Nordic prisons and give the participants the opportunity to express their personal opinion. To conclude, the questionnaire will ask participants whether prisons should rehabilitate or punish prisoners.
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