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Element 1 - Project Proposal

My project title:  Assessing the role of social services in safeguarding young people in the United Kingdom

 Aim:
This research aims to assess the role of social services in safeguarding young people in the United Kingdom, examining how effectively they identify, prevent, and respond to risks such as abuse, neglect, and exploitation. The research study conducted will explore inter agency collaboration, policy implementation, and the impact on young people's wellbeing and safety.

Objectives:

Exploring the current policies and legal frameworks guiding social services in safeguarding young people. Understanding the legal and policy context for example Children Act 1989, Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 is essential to assess how social services are expected to operate and where responsibilities lie.
Evaluating how social services identify and respond to risks of abuse, neglect, and exploitation. This will explore the practical mechanisms used for early intervention and protection, highlighting strengths and potential gaps in safeguarding practice.
Examining the effectiveness of multi-agency collaboration in safeguarding children and young people. Safeguarding is a shared responsibility involving health, education, and law enforcement.
Assessing the impact of social service interventions on the wellbeing and outcomes of young people through the form of a thematic analysis. Looking at other forms of outcomes of interventions helps determine whether social services are making a meaningful difference in young people's lives.
Identify challenges and barriers faced by social workers in safeguarding roles.  Social care professionals often encounter systemic issues such as high caseloads, underfunding, and lack of training. Being able to have a real understanding of these challenges can inform recommendations for improvement.
Providing recommendation are crucial to be able to undertake real change in the social care system.



3) Background/Rationale:
Safeguarding young people is a crucial aspect of health and social care in the UK, as it directly impacts the safety, wellbeing, and development of vulnerable children and adolescents. Social services play a central role in protecting young people from abuse, neglect, exploitation, and other forms of harm. High profile cases, such as the deaths of Victoria Climbié and Baby P, have highlighted some serious failings in the safeguarding system and prompted significant change needed (Brandon et al., 2008). Despite these changes, challenges still happen, including underfunding, high caseloads, and inconsistent inter-agency collaboration (NSPCC, 2022). Many young people still fall through the cracks due to delays in intervention and limited resources. There is a clear need for continued research to evaluate how effectively social services operate within current frameworks and identify areas for improvement. This study addresses these gaps by assessing the role, impact, and challenges of safeguarding practices in the UK.

4) Methods:
For this secondary research on the role of social services in safeguarding young people in the United Kingdom, a qualitative research method will be used, focusing on document analysis. Sources will include policy documents, government reports, and peer reviewed journal articles. A thematic analysis will be employed to identify key patterns and trends in safeguarding practices. Comparative analysis may also be applied to evaluate changes over time or across policies. Ethical considerations include proper citation, avoiding plagiarism, and ensuring objectivity. All sources will be cited using the Harvard referencing style.


5) Resources: 
· Google scholar
· UWTSD library 
· Pubmed
· SCIE
· GOV.UK
· NICE
· MS Word

6) Timescale:
Week                       Task
Week 1 to 5       definition of research aim
Week 5 to 10     conduct review and sources 
Wwek 10 to 15    analyse data identify themes 
Week 15 to 20     draft complete
Week 20 to 27     review and final submission

7) Self-reflection as researcher (any strengths or challenges):
The strengths are being care experienced and working as an independent panel member which entails reviewing and approving foster carers in the UK. Challenges around this topic is being able to express real change and see it being put into practice to help improve the practice of social care. Other challenges involved is the emotional aspect as this research does hold a close personal value and to many others.
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