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1. What are we defining as a zoo or aquarium?

Are you defining by scale?

Are you defining by licensing?

Are you using some other definition?

2. How can zoos help conserve species?

What case studies did you find for species that were saved from extinction by zoos, at least in part?

What did the zoos actually do in these cases?

Would the species have been saved without those zoos?

3. What are the risks of using zoo animals in wildlife conservation?

Have you found any case studies of captive-bred animal releases failing? If so, why did they fail?

What genetic or behavioural issues can arise?

Is it possible to overcome these issues? If yes, how easily?

4. What laws, procedures, licensing etc are in place surrounding zoo breeding/release programmes?

Are these followed in all zoos, or just some?

Are these fit for purpose in the zoos that follow them?

Would you make any amendments?

5. Animal Welfare – historically poor. Is this a past issue?

Have you found any case studies of poorly kept animals in the present day? If yes, in what ways are they poorly kept?

Does zoo life seem to particularly suit some species but not others? If so, what is the difference?

6. Open floor

Are there any elements or aspects you want to discuss that we haven’t yet covered?

7. Cost-benefit analysis

Weighing up the possible benefits of captive breeding to species survival with any potential welfare issues, do you think zoos are on balance a net positive or negative to wildlife conservation?

What do you think is good about them, that should continue?

What do you think is bad, and how might they improve?
