HPHI7015 Portfolio Assessment Three: Database exercise. Using the Slave Voyages database, research the voyages of Fabiana (1819). 
Methodology
The term ‘enslaved Africans’, rather than ‘slaves’, has been used in this research to lessen the dehumanisation of the individuals concerned. Slave Voyages draws attention to the need for a change in the website and the database to provide a more dignified and appropriate terminology.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Slave Voyages, Note on Terminology (September, 2020) <https://www.slavevoyages.org/about/about#news/10/note-on-terminology/1/en/> [accessed 10 June 2021]. ] 

Similarly, where a calculation was made to find the actual number of enslaved Africans who embarked/disembarked from the 43144 Fabiana voyage, this has been expressed as a number in addition to a percentage, again because it felt important to acknowledge the humanity of the commodified individual.
Cross referencing and searching for correlating data within Slave Voyages was essential in order to create a more 3 dimensional sense of each element of data meant within the whole. Reading of secondary sources and one primary source was necessary in order to contextualise the data, for example in discovering why there was a higher percentage of male adult and children than females in both Fabiana voyages of 1819, the Paul Lovejoy and David Richardson article ‘Competing Markets for Male and Female Slaves: Prices in the Interior of West Africa, 1780-1850 was extremely useful. 
Fabiana’s 1819 voyages (43144 & 2315)
There is no information in the Slave Voyages database to indicate where the Fabiana set sail from for voyage number 43144, but sailing under a Spanish/Uruguyan flag she docked at an unspecified port in Southeast Africa and Indian Ocean Islands and 185 enslaved Africans were embarked. Assuming that the Fabiana followed the established slaving route from Southeast Africa to her destination in the Caribbean, she navigated northwards through the Indian Ocean, around the Western Cape of Africa, into the South Atlantic, and joined the Middle Passage along the West Coast of Africa to the Americas. After 81 days in the Middle Passage, the Fabiana docked at Puerto Rico and then arrived at her principal destination in Havana, Cuba. Of the 185 slaves taken on board in Southeast Africa, 180 disembarked. 
It can be inferred that 5 of the enslaved Africans aboard died during the voyage. From 1800 onwards the rate of loss in a cargo of enslaved Africans slaves trafficked through the Middle Passage was calculated at around 1 life in 18, or 5.5%.[footnoteRef:2] David Eltis, however, estimates that the rate was higher during this period, at around 12 – 13%.[footnoteRef:3]  5 out of 185 lives, 2.7%, therefore represents a light loss of life for the voyage through the Middle Passage at this time. [2:  National Museums Liverpool, The Middle Passage (2021) <https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/history-of-slavery/middle-passage> [accessed 10 June 2021].]  [3:  David Eltis,  A Brief Overview of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade (2007) <https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/essays#interpretation/a-brief-overview-of-the-trans-atlantic-slave-trade/the-middle-passage/6/en/> [accessed 10 June 2021].] 

The captain of this voyage, Mr Yelechy, had captained La Paloma, a ship captured by the British Navy brig Protector some years earlier, possibly before 1815. The Journals of the House of Commons for 11 February 1818 records La Paloma, without a cargo but with Mr Yelechy at the helm, being condemned in Sierra Leone, with sentence pending in the High Court of Appeal. [footnoteRef:4]  This fate was customary for a captured slaving vessel sailing under the flag of participants in the Anglo/Dutch, Anglo/Spanish and Anglo/Portuguese Treaties of 1817, agreements which carried a right between the participants to capture and mutually search, and the powers to try and condemn each other’s slaving vessels. If La Paloma was captured by the British Navy prior to 1817 as the source suggests, it would have been as a result of the international treaties established prior to 1817, following the US and UK governments outlawing the trade in slaves in 1807.[footnoteRef:5]   [4:  Great Britain House of Commons, Journals of the House of Commons, Volume 73, (1818) <https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=YnxDAAAAcAAJ&hl=en_GB&pg=GBS.PA774> [accessed 10 June 2021].]  [5:  Eltis, A Brief Overview, 2007. ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk73526881]For the 43144 voyage of the Fabiana, Yelechy was again sailing under a Spanish/Uruguyan flag but on this voyage the Fabiana avoided capture. The ship’s owner, Gaspar Hernandez, therefore fulfilled the delivery the ship’s human cargo to the Americas. There is no information on the individual identities of the Fabiana’s cargo of enslaved Africans. There is however imputed data on their gender and age, expressed as percentages: men 36.1%, women 29.4%, boys 25.6% and girls 8.9% (children 34.4%, males 61.7%). The presentation of these percentages in human terms provides us with approximate figures of 67 men, 54 women, 47 boys and 16 girls. 
The greater number of men and boys on board confirms Paul Lovejoy and David Richardson’s conclusion that ‘buyers of slaves seem on the evidence of prices to have preferred young adult males at the Atlantic coast, but young women and girls at interior markets and in North Africa.’[footnoteRef:6] The recording of figures of adults, and males, as variables in the data, may also be an indicator of the higher value of these categories of enslaved Africans. [6:  Paul E. Lovejoy and David Richardson, ‘Competing Markets for Male and Female Slaves: Prices in the Interior of West Africa, 1780-1850’, The International Journal of African Historical Studies, Vol. 28. No. 2 (1995), pp. 261-293 (p 284).] 

A further voyage for the Fabiana in 1819, presumably under the same ownership, is number 2315 in the database. She was captained by Juan Garcia with a crew of 24, set sail under the Spanish/Uruguyan flag from Havana on 4 June 1918, and subsequently disembarked from Trade Town on the Windward coast on the 18 September 1819. 13 enslaved Africans were on board.  The vessel spent only 15 days in the Middle Passage before being captured by the British. The slaves were disembarked and liberated at Free Town, Sierra Leone on 3 October 1819. The voyage was condemned at the Court of Mixed Commission in Sierra Leone.
Due to the intervention of the British, it is possible to find a full list of names (albeit anglicised), ages, gender and in some cases the ethnic origin of the 13 Africans liberated from the Fabiana documented in the African Names database of Slave Voyages. Only one liberated slave was female, a 15 year old called Fugra.  Five of the men, Pao, Mufa, So, Trua and Teagu, are identified as ‘Crue’: from the Kru ethnic group of the Windward Coast. Jeffrey Gunn documents that after the British abolished the slave trade 1807, the sailing and trading Kru served in the Royal Navy and founded Krutown, in Freetown, in 1816, as ‘the first recognisable diaspora community’.[footnoteRef:7]    [7:  Jeffrey Gunn, Homeland, Diasporas and Labour Networks: the Case of the Kru Workers 1792-1900, (Unpublished PhD thesis, York University, Toronto, Ontario, 2019) p.71. <https://yorkspace.library.yorku.ca/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10315/36684/Gunn_Jeffrey_D_2019_PhD.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y> [accessed 10 June 2021].
] 

Conclusion
Data from both Fabiana voyages in 1819 highlight the chaotic nature of policing the slave trade at this point of its transition from legal to illegal endeavour. The highly developed systems of transport and trade were secure and ensured that the trade was ongoing and highly profitable, despite the risk of capture and condemning of ship and cargo. 
The development of the African Names database will contribute greatly to our understanding of human geography, and the social, linguistic, and cultural impact of the transatlantic slave trade. Connected to this is the transition of the Windward Coast from a site of slave sale, to a site of liberation of enslaved people. The diaspora of those liberated African people, and the communities they consequently formed on the Windward Coast, are a subject of potential future study. 
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