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In this essay there will be a discussion about how and why parliamentary sovereignty is a key factor within the constitution in the UK. Firstly, the constitution is a bundle of laws which can be written for the citizens of the country in two ways, written and unwritten. Written constitution which is used in most countries such as in United States, it simply means the legislation is written on one document. Unwritten constitution is when the laws are written in different documents, according to Misachi,J. (2017) there are few only few countries such as New Zealand , Saudi Arabia and United Kingdom. In the UK’s constitution, parliament has the power to create, amend and revoke legislation which makes it the most important element in the UK’s constitution.
To start with, written constitution can be outdated and rigid. This means that some laws from the past that are written on the document would not be politically correct in this day and age, also the written constitution can be hard to change when needed. However, as it is written in a single document it means that it is clear to everyone and it doesn’t constantly change, therefore the citizens of the country shouldn’t be worried about the law always changing and them not being aware of it. Unwritten constitution is much more flexible than the written constitution and can keep up with the time, this means that when needed it is easier to change the law. However, this can lead to the citizens of a country such as the UK to be confused when the law is always changing. According to Keating,M. (2023) the UK parliament abuses its power which is another disadvantage of written constitution, this is because the UK parliament can create and amend as many laws as it wants.
In the UK there are three main principles of the constitution, these are the rule of law, the separation of powers and parliamentary sovereignty. The rule of law simply means that everyone in the UK is exposed to the same exact law and no person is above it, meaning that the UK uses more case law and equity to bring fairness instead of common law as they have used in the past. According to Kirby, J. (2018) a popular theorist called A.V. Dicey has believed that no one should be above the law and that nobody should be punished until breaking the law. The second principle is the separation of powers, in the UK the powers are divided into parliament, government and judiciary powers. This is so the powers are divided equally, according to Supremecourt (2013). A theorist Montesquieu believed that the powers should be spread out so that no one can dominate the others. Lastly parliamentary sovereignty, according to UK Parliament (2023) parliamentary sovereignty is an essential and curial piece in the UK’s constitution. This is because parliament is supreme and the most important as it can create new legislation, amend the legislation or end it, this also means that if a bill is passed through the House of Commons it will pass into law. Therefore, it is clear to see that parliamentary sovereignty has the most power.
Despite the fact that parliament is supreme and on the top of the list when it comes to separation of powers, according to Human Rights Act (1998) parliament has given the judiciary and the government the ability to apply the legislation. This means that even when the parliament is supreme law making body and can create any law, some may argue that it is not a key element in the constitution as it would still need the executive which is the government and judiciary to apply and enforce the law the parliament has created. Therefore, when it comes to the UK constitution and separation of powers some may believe that all of the three components are equally important. Some may also believe this because of the Human Rights Act the courts could argue that some of the laws that parliament has created were unsuited and are not politically correct, therefore in that situation the parliament could be pressured to make amendments. However, according to UK Parliament (2023) the courts cannot revoke a law. This means that if a law is in place that is not politically correct or not suited, the courts can suggest making amendments to the law but the parliament has the power to reject that suggestion. In addition parliament can create and cancel any law , therefore this also means that parliament can even get rid of the Human Rights Act if they really wanted to. This is because when parliament creates a law or revokes a law, nobody can disagree because the parliament is sovereign. 
Devolution is another factor that some may believe has an effect on the parliamentary sovereignty, this is because according to Scotland Act (1998) when the UK parliament has passed on some of the powers to the regional or local governments such as Wales, Northern Ireland and in this case Scotland to make new legislation and decisions when dealing with certain areas of law. However according to The Constitution Society (2022), the UK parliament can still create and apply new legislation in these areas (Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland) without the approval from these devolved governments. It is clear to see that parliament is the supreme law making body as even if the law is created and it is rejected, nobody can disagree with the parliament. However, the houses of the parliament can consider not passing through some of the legislation if it would be politically incorrect.
As a result, parliamentary sovereignty is the most accountable and the most powerful in the UK’s constitution. According to UK Parliament (2023), the current parliament can make changes to the previous laws created by the parliaments in the past and also replace them or revoke them. In addition, the current parliament can do the same to the current legislation. However, the current parliament would not be able to bind future parliaments because each new parliament becomes sovereign and supreme. This means that the future parliaments will be able to amend the law that was created by the current parliament as it will have the power to do that. According to Business Act (1985), the parliament cancelled this legislation to simply make the legal system for business names uncomplicated as the act was outdated. This act was then replaced by the Companies Act (2006) .It is clear to see that parliament is the law making body as it has replaced one law with another to benefit the evolving business community. This means that parliament can amend legislation that was put in place by the past parliament and create a new legislation, but it would not be able to create a law a future parliament would not be able to change. 
Last but not least, some may believe that the UK’s constitution needs to reform. Devolution can be one of the ways to better the constitution as it gives more power to other areas such as Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland which would have a beneficial impact on the citizens of their country. According to Local Government Association (2021), if these countries have more power , they would be able to make decisions and suggestions which would benefit the people living in that country. This also means that if the government in for example Scotland had more power to have a say and disagree with the parliament and have an effect on the new legislation created by the parliament, it would possibly benefit the locals from having a new legislation which would have not been politically. Another point to mention is that this would make the UK’s constitution fair and parliament becoming less supreme. Therefore, when it comes to separation of powers there would be less domination by parliament and more input from the government and judiciary when creating, amending and repealing legislation.
In conclusion, parliamentary sovereignty is and has been the most important factor in the UK’s constitution. Taking everything into consideration, parliament is the key factor in the constitution as it has the most power and can create, amend and repeal any legislation. As no one can disagree with parliament, even when it comes to devolution parliament can create new legislation without the approval from the different governments. Therefore, it is clear that the parliament is sovereign and the most important.
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