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Introduction

All Early Years Practioners play such a substantial and crucial role in children’s lives. For this reason, it is essential that all practitioners have the clearest understanding possible. This view is also commonly expressed by the Welsh Government (2018). 
The aim of this handbook is to support all early years practitioners through children’s transitions. This handbook aims to look at the role of an adult, the needs of a child, partnerships, interventions, and the proposed outcomes. The handbook also provides key information about the theories and child development behind the practise in particular.

What is a Transition?
A transition is considered a significant change within a child’s life that changes a current routine. For example, it could be as simple as changing a room from one moment to the next, or a transition can be considered a larger change such as the transition from home to pre-school, pre-school to nursery and all throughout, even to adulthood (Allingham 2012). However, it is important to remember that a transition, such as attending pre – school, should include everyone, the child, the parents and the practioner. 
The importance of both the care and education of a child is extremely important. Regardless of which type of setting a child attend’s, it is considered essential that both the care and educational support a child has is the best it can be in order for a child to reach their full potential. It is also suggested that all practitioner’s should have the deepest understanding of a child’s background in order to help them reach this potential (Welsh Government 2014). 
Throughout the transitioning to pre – school, the child’s needs should always be met and considered in any way they can in order to provide the trust between both the child and practioner (Welsh Government 2017). In order for a transition to be considered ‘successful’, the Welsh Government (2017) advocates that as practitioners we should always;

Circumstances Considered 
The involvement with a child’s transition will be different for every family. It is important to be patient and accommodate around everybody’s individual need. However, should continue to work with the parents to enhance the leaning and development of their child. 





Allow a Fair Amount of Time Practitioners should be aware that every child will transition in their own way and time. It is important to be patient throughout this process.
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Be Inclusive 
[image: ]No matter the background of a family, all children should be welcomed and respected because of their individuality. All of the children within the setting should be treated equally. 




In the ‘General Comment 7’ (2005), the UNCRC stated the importance of understanding babies and children’s abilities such as their communication skills. Having an opportunity to have the support of a practioner allows both the child and their support to create a bond that allows the child to feel secure and as though they have somebody they can rely on and trust. This idea is represented by Brooker (2008). 
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How to use this Handbook

This handbook is designed to show you the importance of the relationship required between the practioner and the child. It is important that this handbook is used to develop your understanding and ideas on the importance of play and ways in which a transition can be done as smoothly as possible. As a practioner, it is our responsibility to provide the children with the best support we can offer and embrace the child’s potential. By doing this, the child will begin to comprehend their full potential. 
Throughout your time as a practioner, this handbook can be referred back to and used as a reference to better your understanding on a day-to-day basis. 
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The Needs of a Child

Throughout the care a child, it I important to understand that every child has their own individuality, which means that although all of the children should be treated equally, everyone child should still have their needs cared for in particular too. However, it’s still necessary to remember that you should get to know a child 1-1, so that you can understand their likes, dislikes, and most importantly what interests them, Dowling (2014).
When considering a child’s needs, all practitioners should be made aware of the theories of child development, as these theories have implemented modern society today (Lindon, 2010). 
Today, Maslow’s Hierarchy of Need (1943) is seen as important theory as it displays the needs of an individual and the way in which the care must be provided to the child. 
[image: ]

Maslow’s theory is that until the physiological needs are met, an individual cannot reach the self-fulfilment needs. The entire aim is to achieve the basic needs first, and then work your way up to the fulfilment stage.  This is considered extensive in transitions because if a child fails to meet their basic needs, then it is extremely likely that they will fail to create any kind of relationship with somebody or even develop as learners. 
(Source: simplypsychology.org/maslow, 2020)
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