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Why would I introduce these three theories

(Picto-Phonetic Character (F¢88=), Theory of the Right-Side
Graphic Element (X:&R) and Cognate Word ([&lil&za))

at once In this presentation?

» These is a kind of gradual phenomenon
on finding the meanings of the Chinese
characters in the Ancient China.

» These three theories are the most
noticeable periods throughout the
timeline of the history of China.




3. Third Stage

was occurred

2. Second Stage
From Jin to Song Dynasty

Lol o Timeline of Ancient China History

1. First Stage From Qing Dynasty to The Period of
Before Han Dynasty Republic of China
Picto-Phonetic Character (F¢E8=F) Cognate Word (|&]

iBE7) was occurred

POt

Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (§3&R) was occurred
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1. The Introduction of Picto-Phonetic
Character (leB=)

2. The Introduction Theory of the Right-
Side Graphic Element (F3:ER)

3. The Introduction of Cognate Word
(BFEED),

4. Conclusion
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The Introduction of
icto-Phonetic Character (/2
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1. The Introduction of Picto-Phonetic Character (F0E&=F)

Picto-Phonetic Character (A2&=F)

» Phono-semantic compounds composed of at least one semantic component
and one phonetic component.

: ) ) semantic component
» 80% of picto-phonetic character comparing to

other forming method of Chinese characters

» Have been seen and applied the most from
the past (Before Han Dynasty) until
nowadays

phonetic component ‘( ,
\a }/’ R



1. The Introduction of Picto-Phonetic Character (=)

Picto-Phonetic Character (A2

> Six Categories of Chinese Character Construction (7338):
> Pictograph Method (8f2)
> Indicative Method (¥§75)
> Associative Method (&&) A
> Picto-Phonetic Method (F2E8) s SN
> Notative Method (E8;¥) '
> Borrowing Method ({iz{&)

» Why this method had been applied in the past:
» Need to express more abstract meanings
» Have indicated a part of the pronunciation of the Chinese character on
the structure of the character
» Have indicated a part of the meaning of the Chinese character on \
the structure of the character .
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Rey o Timeline of Ancient China History
__41. First Stage

Before Han Dynasty 3. Third Stage

Picto-Phonetic Character (F¢E55F) From Qing Dynasty to The Period of
was occurred Republic of China

People realise the semantic components could Cognate Word ([RiEza) was occurred
present the meanings of the Chinese

characters PP N

2. Second Stage
From Jin to Song Dynasty
Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (§3&R) was occurred
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2. The Introduction of Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (53GR)

Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (f53Z35)

» Background of the Ancient China History:
» During Han Dynasty, Buddhism was spread into China.
» People noticed the exist of phoneme of a Chinese character when
exposing to the language of Sanskrit.

» During Jin Dynasty, there is a statement saying that:

(SR, EEAOE, EAOS. | s mes




2. The Introduction of Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (53GR)

-y s
)

Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (53&R)

» During Song Dynasty, there is a statement saying that:

[EREXRFE, BHRBLAAX. h2Z2FE, BieAEX. ¥, HIFHE
&, HBEG, WA, HARGA, FRBEXE, W 12) . M

kzhvaH =l 20&H &) , 520&R8 [58]0w
Bz/vEaH [B] . muziE8, &LL (2] ?%%ﬂ_’. J v

I

2: BNZE G (AR : [REBR] ) — (AR : s>’ N
B Airt. WK, 28, — (RSEE) R
3 HEREE: =2 05, Wi e
. . M5, =8, — (RXEE) el

B: B (B) 2. ME. BB, — o
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Lol o Timeline of Ancient China History
__11. First Stage

Before Han Dynasty 3. Third Stage

Picto-Phonetic Character (F¢E55F) From Qing Dynasty to The Period of
was occurred Republic of China

People realise the semantic components could Cognate Word ([RiEza) was occurred
present the meanings of the Chinese o

characters — TN

2. Second Stage
From Jin to Song Dynasty
Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (§3&R) was occurred

People realise the phonetic components may also present the ‘ﬂ \V '
meanings of the Chinese characters .
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3. The Introduction of Cognate Word ([&ali[fza)

Cognate Word ([Ei[Eza)

> During Qin Dynasty, Duan Yucai EZE# claimed that “The pronunciation of
a Chinese character mostly owned the meanings of the Chinese character.”

» There are two situations need to be noticed:

» Not all Chinese characters with the same phonetic
components have the same meanings.

» The meanings of the Chinese characters which we
found from the phonetic components are not based on
the structure of the phonetic components, but according
to the pronunciation of the phonetic components.

14 |\



3. The Introduction of Cognate Word ([&ali[fza)

Cognate Word ([Ei[Eza)
> To identify Cognate Word ([&lj[&53):
» The pronunciation of the Chinese characters should be the same.

» The meanings of the Chinese characters should also be the same.

» Both meanings of the Chinese characters could be explained by one
another, which we called as E#Jll mutual explanation.

Way to Identify Cognate Word [alj/5za

Find the Root Word of the Chinese characters 3KzBfR |
15
Y
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Conclusion
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=1L 7 < Timeline of Ancient China History

_41. First Stage 3. Third Stage |
Before Han Dynasty From Qing Dynasty to The Period of

Picto-Phonetic Character (F2E=F) Republic of Ch[na
was occurred Cognate Word ([aljlf&a) was occurred
People realise the semantic components could People could based on the semantic and photic

present the meanings of the Chinese components to find the same meaning group of
characters the Chinese charactes_,_,wm-»-«-vf«- —

‘.\«.

2. Second Stage
From Jin to Song Dynasty
Theory of the Right-Side Graphic Element (§3&R) was occurred

People realise the phonetic components may also present the ‘ﬂ \ V 1
meanings of the Chinese characters .







