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EXAM ANSWER SHEET 

QUESTION 3 
There are assumptions that children are not prejudiced in that they are not concerned about their differences and accept each other regardless of gender, race, background, or religion. Another assumption is that young children probably display prejudiced behaviors they have learned and observed from their parents. There might be some truth in the above assumptions, and this paper aims to explain the issue of prejudice development in children in a more straightforward sense. 
One central fact is that prejudice may develop in a child at three. Children this age may exhibit racial prejudice, gender stereotyping, and preference for their race. Such prejudiced behavior can be explained by the social cognitive theory that describes how an individual, including children, is influenced by their interaction with others, their behaviors, and the environment (Aboud, 2008). An experiment was conducted where children were shown racially ambiguous faces that were angry or happy and asked to categorize them as white or black. The white children had a higher probability of categorizing the angry faces as black and the happy faces as white. There was, however, no bias when the black children were tested. 
The origin of children's bias is more complex, and research suggests that it is not necessarily that a child raised in a prejudiced family will develop a prejudiced attitude, and vice versa is also true. Social cognitive theory states that young children begin by discriminating on perceptually apparent characteristics such as gender, race, and attractiveness. Children can also learn from the non-verbal behaviors of those surrounding them (Aboud, 2008). Adults such as parents may hold implicit gender and racial biases, and their non-verbal behaviors against different groups may be easily notable by children. A limitation of the studies is that some children's attitudes are due to their unfamiliarity with such people. When a child meets an unfamiliar person, they may act similarly to that of negative prejudice towards such a person. 
Prejudice development starts at a young age and is influenced by many factors, such as the person the child interacts with, their behaviors, and the environment. A child may gain their attitudes towards a group by observing their parents, others in the community, their educators, and what is represented in the media. At a young age, children have prejudiced a person's characteristics that are clearer such as gender, race, and attractiveness. As they get older and interact with more people and other groups, they tend to learn more behavior and attitude, therefore, having prejudice on deeper characteristics such as height or left/right-handed. 
 QUESTION 6 
Prejudice Reduction
Many types of prejudice and discrimination in the community are based on gender, race, and many others. It has been noted that children as young as three develop prejudice influenced by their exposure to adults in the community's prejudiced behaviors. Therefore, there arises the need for measures to reduce prejudice at a young age and for adults. Prejudice reduction is a term explaining a decrease in negative evaluations and attitudes people hold concerning other groups. Prejudice is a social problem, and there is a need for strategies to curb it. 
One strategy that may be utilized to reduce prejudice is education and re-education, which builds on contact theory. Contact alone might not be entirely effective in prejudice reduction. Hence this strategy utilizes other activities such as discussion and peer influence, cooperative learning, multicultural curriculum, and instructions (Binder et al., 2009). This will reduce people's stereotyping behaviors towards other groups as people learn about others. An experiment done to learn the effectiveness of the strategy on pupils and the role of the instructor was noted to be essential (Binder et al., 2009). The interaction challenged people's understanding of other groups, such as those from a different faith. It is built on solving prejudice arising from past relations and historical conflict between two groups. There was a limitation to this study that involved questions on the long-term impact of this strategy in reducing prejudice and discrimination. 
The research was carried out to determine whether contact reduces prejudice or prejudice reduces contact. The authors conducted a longitudinal field survey with school students in Belgium, Germany, and England. The sample contained students from an ethnic majority (n = 1,143) and ethnic minorities (n = 512) (Binder et al., 2009). The results proved that contact, in addition to other measures to reduce prejudice among the students. One of the study's limitations is that there were yields that showed prejudice-reduced contact and that contact effects were negligible for minority students. 
It has been noted that prejudice is a social problem that requires intervention from all parties and persons involved. Such a strategy is an education and re-education strategy, as discussed above. In addition to this, other strategies may include short-term diversity training courses and media campaigns. When effectively implemented, these strategies may come a long way toward prejudice reduction. 
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