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Ghost Review
1000 Words


‘Stroke of genius… had the audience reduced to silence and tears.’ This review does a perfect example describing just how beautiful this production is. Ghost the Musical is two hours and 45minutes of emotional whiplash, from the romance aspect to the comedy to the suspense. One moment you could be sobbing and the next you’ll be howling with laughter. And the ending is perfectly directed to have a bittersweet feel to it, where we all find peace for the character Sam alongside molly.

This musical follows the journey of Characters Sam and Molly who are madly in love with one and other. Sam who is a banker who works with his best friend Carl Bruner and molly who is an artist. A short while after moving in with each other Molly and Sam have a disagreement while walking back to their apartment, during this argument Sam is shot by a stranger over what seems to be a robbery gone wrong. We later learn that the thief (Willie Lopez) was sent by Carl, He wanted Willie to steal Sam’s wallet, which is where he thought Sam’s code to his accounts where, Carl never intended on Sam getting killed in the process. Then Sam meets Oda Mae Brown, she works as a corrupt psychic. Whilst there she realises that she can somehow hear him. He then convinces Oda Mae to speak to Molly and warn her about Carl. Sam then goes to visit Carl and types the word ‘murderer’ onto his computer. Carl is very spooked by this and knows its Sam haunting him, following this Sam takes Oda Mae to the bank he worked at and used her past of scamming to help him gain back access to his accounts, which inside had 10 million dollars, he doesn’t allow her to keep the money instead gives it to a convent. Then Oda Mae and Sam make their way to Molly’s apartment to keep her safe, when suddenly Carl bursts through the door and after a fight Carl accidentally shoots himself, we then see carl get pulled down to hell, Now Molly can see Sam and they share a last sweet moment before Sam Makes his way towards the light which is interpreted as heaven.

Aside from the incredible performance from Rebekah Lowings, Josh St. Clair and Jacqui Dubois, what really stood out for me was the lighting effects and illusions that director Bob Tomson had chosen. In the show, there is around 540 lighting cues, the lighting in this musical plays a critical part in enabling the shows supernatural theme, such as when the character Sam died (josh St. Clair) A green line contoured New York skyline which I believe shows us the aura around how Sam is a good spirit, this outline would come on whenever Sam was on stage to gently remind the audience that he is a ghost. However, when the villain’s such as Willie Lopez (Jules Brown) and carl Bruner (James Mateo Salt) would pass away that same outline would turn into a dark red while the actors would be screaming while getting dragged off stage. To me this represents a negative spirit getting pulled into what seems to be Hell. Another memorable moment would be the subway scene where Sam is getting taught how to move objects with his mind, the way this was staged made the audience whole heartedly believe that he could control things without touching them.

 I also found the use of sound effects very impressive. Unforgettable moments with this would be the subway ghosts voice, the effect they added while he spoke was similar the noise of wind quickly blowing past you. Which made the illusion that there where trains speeding past them. Another illusion would be when Sam was adjusting to being a ghost he would attempt to open a door which to the audience looked closed, but his arm would go straight through, a swooshing noise could be heard each time he attempted this, the other side of the door was stained glass windows so we could see that his arm was passing through, which is impossible. This left us all in the audience confused and amazed leaving us to be more intrigued than ever.

Acting wise, Jacqui Dubois really stood out to me. Her character Oda Mae Brown spent a lot of time with Sam and most of these scenes were very comical, Yet the way she ignored him on stage and pretended not to see him was impressive to say the least, she could hear Sam but couldn’t see him, so any time he would talk she had to purposefully face the opposite way to where he was to show the dynamic between the living and the dead. they both had the audience break out into laughter multiple times throughout the show, and she even got a standing ovation whilst they were doing their bows. Besides the laughter, I believe that there was an equal number of tears too. The end scene where Molly can see Sam and say a final goodbye was heartbreakingly sad, we saw a bright spotlight ignite upstage which represents Sam being taken to heaven. Throughout this scene we could see circles of light go slowly round the audience from a disco ball, which created a mystical and ethereal feeling that audiences will never forget.

I watched this show in the wales millennium centre which seats 1,900 people. I’ve read that the design of the auditorium enhances the acoustics so audiences can feel the full effect of the music in shows. When I watched this show it was on a Proscenium Stage, personally I prefer this sort of stage, as I think it makes the shows easier to watch as everything is directly in front of our eyes, this type of stage is ideal for small casts in my opinion as even though there are very few of cast members the stage still looks full. ghost also had quite a lot of different sets and proscenium stages can accommodate intricate sets.

From the talent, set design by Rob Howell, Lighting and sound effects, this show was astounding and I would recommend everyone that can watch it to do so.




‘Stroke of genius… had the audience reduced to silence and tears.’
Author: Courtney Eales
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