[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on a particular type of material evidence critically discuss the Greek and Roman influence during the 3rd – 1st century BCE.

Introduction.
The aim of this research is to look at the coins that were used by the ‘Celts’ of the Parisii people of Gaul who resided in what is modern day Paris, to see what Greek and Roman influences there are, if there are any. To do this I will be looking at books and articles in order to see what specific influences there are, and how the influence could subside. It is suggested that there are a few Greek influences across the ‘Celtic’ world, and it will be discussed in this report. 

Similar to Greek or Roman coins.
One thing to understand before looking in more detail is that “Our knowledge of its use and distribution, in the absence of written sources, depends entirely on archaeology”[footnoteRef:1]. Meaning that what we get is what we see, and therefor we can only go by what has been found so far.   [1:  James, David, Celtic Connections: The Ancient Celts, their Traditions and Living Legacy, 1996, p.48] 

The first thing to look at is where ‘Celtic’ coins may have originated, and John Koch wrote that “the earliest Celtic coins copied Greek design”[footnoteRef:2]. This already shows us that there is some form of Greek influence, as its stated that the design was copied. To back this up one author wrote that the “most interesting and beautiful coins which elaborated on and converted the Greek template design to meet their own”[footnoteRef:3]. This also shows us how there has been a strong Greek influence, and that the Parisii people based their design off what the Greeks used, and over time, they have converted it to be their own type of design.  [2:  Koch, John, Celtic Culture: A Historical Encyclopaedia, 2005, p.461]  [3:  Atlantic Religion (2014) Atlantic Religion] 

Its been suggested that coins were most common in Gaul by the late second century BCE as Miranda Green wrote “coinage was not common even after the oppida had been established. In Gaul these coins are exceptionally common”[footnoteRef:4]. This therefore suggests that the Gauls had been influenced more by the Greeks and its suggested that the coins were more common with them. Or it could just mean that coins from other places in Europe from this time have not been discovered yet, and that there could be influence from more than just the Greeks. It could also be suggested that coins were more common in Gaul because of trading.  [4:  Green, Miranda, The Celtic World, 1996, p.172] 

One similarity we also see is that “the Parisii were sufficiently organised and wealth to give their own gold coinage”[footnoteRef:5]. This is similar as the Greeks also sometimes made their coins out of gold, yet this could just occur due to the natural resources that are available in the area, and not just from the influences of others. This also suggests that the Parisii may have produced their own coins, where as other tribes may have had them imported. To back this up Christiane Eluère wrote that “Some peoples such as the Parisii, had gold staters until the conquest. Others used triple alloys”[footnoteRef:6]. One thing that we notice here is that unlike the Parisii people, it seems like most others used a triple alloy, this could mean that these people did not have as much gold or silver and therefore had to mix in copper, and could be due to the resources available, or it could be that using just gold or silver would make it more Greek or Roman, and certain ‘Celtic’ tribes may not have wanted that.  [5:  Anthony, John (2019) Encyclopaedia Britannica]  [6:  Eluère, Christiane, The Celts: First Masters of Europe, 1993, p.91] 

According to Miranda Green “The coin evidence points to a profound change in the organization of trade”[footnoteRef:7]. This suggests to us that because of the Greek influence of coins the organization of trade changed, therefor suggesting that this had a major impact across the ‘Celtic’ world. Yet we can not take this as fact, as the only evidence we have is the coins, and because the ‘Celtic’ people never wrote anything down what we get is just interpretations of what different scholars think.  [7:  Green, Miranda, The Celtic World, 1996, p.204] 


Different to Greek or Roman coins.
One thing to note is that the shape of the coins can sometimes change therefore “The question that must be asked is where the Celtic craftsmen who created coins in antiquity also strove to achieve the effects of shape changing”[footnoteRef:8]. This could be a suggestion as to the Parisii changing the style of the coin to be their own thing, or it could be that the craftsmen have not yet had enough practice to form a perfect shape.  [8:  Chimirri-Ruddell, Geraldine, (2005) p.442] 

Another thing to note is that when looking at Greek and Roman coins is that they would often have of the emperor on them, whereas with the ‘Celtic’ coins they would have a depiction of a horse normally, according to Barry Cunliffe “Celtic die cutters interpreted the horse in their own style, sometimes reducing it to its constituent element in a pleasing abstract design”[footnoteRef:9]. This does give some explanation as to why when we see horses and other animals on coins, and as towhy there is an abstract design compared to the more formal coins of the Greeks and Romans.  [9:  Cunliffe, Barry, The Celtic World, 1992, p.52] 

Something that the Parisii did was put depictions of the Gods on their coins, or so we think, but many modern scholars have interpreted them as Greek or Roman Gods, therefore showing how there was an influence once again. In one article its written that “The stylized head of Apollo on the staters of the Parisii appears extremely modern”[footnoteRef:10]. This suggests that over time the Greek style of coins changed, and a more ‘Celtic’ one came to be and this could be because there was less connections with the Greeks by the end, meaning that there was less influence. Or it could just be because they developed their own style of coins. [10:  Money Museum, p.4] 


Conclusion.
To conclude we can see that there was a lot of Greek and Roman influence on the ‘Celtic’ tribes, and some like the Parisii adopted the Greek style and changed it to be their own type of thing over time, and this could be due to a few reasons either that the Greek influence was diminishing and the people were developing their own style, or it could be because there was more influence arriving and therefore the style of coin would change along with it.
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