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TASK 2:
Origin of National Health services 
The National Health Service (NHS) was created on July 5, 1948, in the United Kingdom. Its roots are in the social reforms that followed World War II and the idea of universal healthcare that is paid for by taxes and provided free of charge at the point of delivery. (Webster, 2002)
 
Healthcare before the NHS: 
Prior to 1948, private, nonprofit, and local government services made up most of the healthcare in Britain. Access was uneven because many working-class households had to pay doctors directly or relied on voluntary hospitals.

The 1942 Beveridge Report: 
To address the five giants, want, disease, ignorance, squalor, and idleness, Sir William Beveridge's study suggested extensive socioeconomic changes. It also advocated for universal access to comprehensive health coverage. (Thane, 2013)
The function of Aneurin Bevan: 
Aneurin ("Nye") Bevan spearheaded the establishment of the NHS while serving as Health Minister in Clement Attlee's Labour administration. He promoted a system in which healthcare would be "free at the point of use" and financed by general taxes, making it accessible to all people regardless of their financial situation. 
 Launch (1948): The NHS was established as a single entity that included hospitals, physicians, nurses, chemists, opticians and dentists. It was the world's first health system to offer complete medical care to a whole population. (NHS England, 2019)
Historical Context of NHS
The National Health Service (NHS) in the United Kingdom was established in 1948 and is widely regarded as one of the most important social reforms in the history of the United Kingdom. Listed below is the historical background that preceded the establishment of it: (Wikipedia ,2024)


British healthcare prior to the year 1948
Prior to the establishment of the National Health Service (NHS), healthcare was provided by a combination of private, charitable, and local government services. Most individuals who were employed depended on the National Insurance Act of 1911, which offered limited medical care for workers but did not make coverage available to their families. When it came to healthcare, access was usually contingent on the capacity to pay; families with lower incomes typically did not receive treatment.
 There were hospitals that were sponsored by donations and hospitals that were run by the local authorities, but the quality of treatment provided was uneven and unequal.
The impact of the Second World War on the world
The Second World War, which lasted from 1939 to 1945, was a watershed moment. Emergency medical services during the war, such as the Emergency Hospital Service, demonstrated that coordinated healthcare that was supported by the state could be successful while also being coordinated.
A strong sense of community responsibility and support for welfare reform were fostered because of the shared hardships that were experienced during the war.
The Beveridge Report, which was produced by economist William Beveridge in 1942, said that the "five giants" of lack, sickness, illiteracy, filth, and idleness was something that should be addressed. It advocated for a welfare state that would cover everything, including providing free medical care.( Timmins, N. (2017).
After the war, the government and the National Health Service were established.
Under the leadership of Clement Attlee, the Labour administration that was elected in 1945 made a commitment to constructing the welfare state.
Architect of the National Health Service (NHS), Aneurin Bevan was the Minister of Health. He was able to overcome criticism from physicians, who were concerned about losing their freedom and income, by granting them the ability to continue working as independent contractors rather than as direct employees.
Launched on July 5, 1948, the National Health Service was founded on three fundamental principles:
1. Everyone's requirements are satisfied by it.
2. At the time of delivery, there is no charge for it.
3. It is not dependent on the capacity to pay but rather on the clinical necessity.
4. Legacy and Influence on the World
Without regard to one's financial situation, the National Health Service (NHS) ensured that everyone had access to medical care.
Since that time, it has developed into an institution that is defining of British society and national identity, even though it has been confronted with ongoing issues over funding, personnel, and reform.

Key Principle of NHS
The National Health Service (NHS) in the United Kingdom is based on a set of principles that were initially established in 1948 and later updated in the NHS Constitution for England. These are the main ideas:
· Accessible, all-inclusive service
· Everyone, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, handicap, or socioeconomic situation, has access to healthcare through the NHS.
· Patient access determined by clinical necessity rather than financial capacity
· Apart from some services like medications, dental treatment, and vision care, most NHS services are free of charge and paid for through taxes.
· Strives for the utmost level of professionalism and competence
· Care is of a high quality, grounded in evidence, clinical knowledge, and personal experience.
· Putting the patient first in all that it does
· By include patients in decision-making and honouring their wishes, the NHS fosters a relationship with patients.
· Collaborates across departments
· Organisations within the NHS, as well as local governments and other partners, work together to enhance people's health and wellbeing.
· to maximising the return on investment for the public
· When it comes to public and patient health, the National Health Service (NHS) strives for efficiency.
· Answerable to people, neighbourhoods, and patients
Because it is both publicly financed and accountable, the National Health Service (NHS) is open and honest about its operations.   (UK Parliament ,2017.  NHS)
 The NHS's policies and day-to-day operations are guided by these principles, which are the foundation of its basic values (such as respect, decency, compassion, improving lives, and working together 
The provision of healthcare ought to be universal, all-encompassing, and cost-free at the point of use; it ought to be paid by taxes; and it ought to be influenced by clinical necessity rather than financial capacity.
Aneurin Bevan, who was serving as Minister of Health at the time, was the one who advocated for this notion, which originated from the Beveridge Report of 1942. During the time before the National Health Service (NHS), when treatment frequently depended on whether a person had insurance or the ability to pay for it, the goal was to eliminate the disparities in access to healthcare that existed.
To put it another way:
Everyone has access to it, making it universal.
At the instant of delivery, there are no direct expenditures incurred due to the provision of care.
The access to medical care is contingent upon the individual's medical need rather than their financial condition. (NHS England ,2019)
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