Hello / Croeso everyone. My name is Rachel Thomas student number 2312291, I would like to welcome you to my presentation, and today I am going to talk to you about the benefits of bilingualism and multilingualism within the early years. I want to thank you all for being here and taking the time to listen to what I have to say. During this presentation, I will be discussing the benefits of being bilingual / multilingual, how it effects brain development, divergent thinking, welsh as an additional language and links to frameworks. So, without further ado, let us begin.
I would like to begin by looking at some benefits of being bilingual / multilingual Bilingualism and multilingualism offer a wide range of benefits. Firstly, being able to speak more than one language can increase job opportunities and earning potential, especially in today's global economy. Multilingual individuals are also able to communicate with a wider range of people and cultures, which can lead to greater social and cultural awareness and understanding.
Additionally, studies have shown that being bilingual can improve cognitive function and delay the onset of age-related cognitive decline. It can also enhance problem-solving abilities, memory retention, and multitasking skills.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, bilingualism and multilingualism are valuable skills that offer numerous personal, social, and professional benefits Mariam.V. Being bilingual in the early years can offer a range of benefits to children. Firstly, it can enhance cognitive development, as the brain is still developing during this time and is more receptive to learning multiple languages. Children who are exposed to more than one language in their early years have been shown to have better problem-solving skills, creativity, and higher levels of cognitive flexibility.
In addition, bilingualism can also improve language skills in both languages. Children who are bilingual have been found to have better literacy skills and a larger vocabulary than their monolingual peers. They are also better able to understand and communicate with people from different cultures and backgrounds. Being bilingual can provide a sense of cultural identity and belonging. Children who are raised in a bilingual household or community are able to connect with their heritage and culture, and may have a greater sense of Cunhefyn as the welsh say. Overall, being bilingual in the early years can provide numerous cognitive, linguistic, and cultural benefits that can positively influence a child's development and future opportunities. 

Let move on and discuss divergent thinking- divergent thinking and bilingualism are two concepts that can work well with each other in numerous ways. Divergent thinking refers to the ability to generate creative and original ideas by exploring multiple solutions to a problem, while bilingualism refers to the ability to speak and understand more than one language. Bilingual and multilingual individuals often have an advantage in divergent thinking, as they are able to draw upon multiple linguistic and cultural perspectives to approach a problem. This can lead to more creative and innovative solutions, as well as a greater capacity for empathy and understanding.
In addition, being bilingual can enhance cognitive flexibility, which is a key component of divergent thinking. Bilingual individuals are able to switch between languages, which requires them to be more adaptable and flexible in their thinking. Studies have also shown that bilingualism can improve creativity and problem-solving abilities, Bilingual individuals may be better able to think outside the box and generate unique solutions to problems Sophie A. Booton.

Welsh as an additional language (WAL) can be challenging for foreign families who are not familiar with the language. However, there are many resources available to help support these families in learning Welsh and integrating into the community. Local schools and community centers often offer language courses and cultural events that can help foreign families feel more comfortable and connected. Additionally, there are online resources and language exchange programs that can be accessed from anywhere in the world Welsh Government 2014. Families who are not familiar with Welsh as an additional language (WAL) may face several challenges in learning and integrating into the community. They may struggle to communicate with local residents, teaching staff and their children as they learn the language this can also be the same if if they are not fluent in English. Additionally, they may face difficulty in understanding cultural customs. These challenges can make it difficult for foreign families to feel comfortable and connected in their new community Unicef (1989).


Finally, i would like to discuss my activity with you; i choose to demonstrate our morning routine where we alternate between learning phonics/literacy and maths. i choose to demonstrate our phonics/literacy as it can sometimes be challenging as within my setting we focus on the letter rather than the sound itself. At this stage of the year, we do not display the picture to correspond with the letter as children can regress and call out the picture card rather than the letter. I use popat to help children with speech and language difficulties but our head teacher will not permit us to use this in our daily practice in the classroom. Having taught both methods I believe that popat is more beneficial for children aged 3-5 as it purely focuses on the sound. you may also notice that within my activity i do what is known as sandwich language where you say it in welsh then English then back in Welsh, again this is not something that is officially permitted within my setting but we are facing more and more children coming into the nursery with ALN and Speech Delay. To help with this we use gestures to help the children understand what is being asked of them and use Makaton for basic signing words to communicate and support the needs of the child.


Thank you all for your attention and for taking the time to listen to my presentation today. I hope that you found it enjoyable and informative. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to ask. I would be happy to answer them.
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