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Essay one:
How have the different values and cultural norms within diverse communities impacted upon policing? You should evaluate how multi-culturalism has affected professional policies and standards (e.g. PACE, Code of Ethics) as well as policing practice (e.g. neighbourhood policing).
Rather than relying on personal experience, support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.


During this essay, I will be evaluating the different values and cultural norms within communities and how this has changed and effected modern day policing. I will reflect on how the police and criminal evidence act 1984 has changed, how police deal with victims, suspects, and witnesses and why this act was introduced to policing. As well as why the college of policing code of ethics was introduced in 2014 which helped police set standards for every incident they deal with. As well as the introduction of the neighbourhood policing in local communities and this has changed policing. I will then include the reasons why these extra measures were brought in after analysing the research I have completed. I will also talk about the struggles of police recruitment of diverse communities and how this plays a part in modern day policing.

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act was introduced in 1984, after it was felt the British public had lost faith in the Police after a series of scandals of the police being unprofessional and miscarriages of justice. PACE was designed to be fair and balanced, making sure police powers are used effectively but maintaining human rights to freedom (Gov, 2023). PACE also brought in measures such as custody clocks, where you can only keep a prisoner for 24 hours, a better interview process where the prisoner will be questioned on their involvement and their rights during the interview, such as a solicitor, interpreter, and an appropriate adult if one if required. This gives the prisoner a fair chance to give their side of their involvement and limits any wrongful convictions of any person. Whereas before PACE this may not have been offered to any prisoners, which would not of achieved the best evidence for the prisoner or justice for the victim.
PACE is used in a conversional police power of Stop and search, this gives officers the power to search any person if they have reasonable grounds to believe that they may be carrying an item which is illegal, stolen property or a item which could be used to commit ad crime. This power is conversional due to the officer having the right to detain any person, without arrest. This means sometimes this can mean people feel they are being targeted by police officers, such as the black community, as stated here on the government website between April 2020 and March 2021 ‘There were 7.5 stop and searches for every 1,000 white people, compared with 52.6 for every 1,000 black people’ (Gov, 2022). This stat shows that stop searches were more likely to be carried out on a black person than a white person. This can effectively cause issues between these communities and the police due to feeling targeted, there are calls to end stop search due to this.
The introduction of neighbourhood policing such as community support officers in 2002, were introduced to try and get closer to the heart of the community and to try gather intelligence and to try to stop community tensions before they arose.
The police have also always struggled to recruit diverse communities to help with issues, the reasons behind this due to these communities not liking the place on the culture of not trusting the police. As a study in 2019 by the college of policing shows only 7 percent of officers are from a Black and ethic minority group and there are only 30 percent are women police officers. (College of Policing, 2020). 
In 2019 the government started a campaign which was called ‘be a force for all’ which was aimed at bolstering the number of BAME applications which were received. They feel that this was a once in a lifetime chance to join the police if you are from a BAME background, this encouraged people who may not have had the chance to join the police, due to lack of education or simply understanding the role of a police officer and ask questions in a safe space. (Brown, 2020)
Police forces up and down the country have made many campaigns for this to this to improve, by encouraging BAME to police forces. By offering open days and support for their application. The idea is by recruiting more BAME police officers this would make the police more relatable for the diverse communities and would encourage victims from these communities and report crimes as they would have experience of what the person they are dealing with and understand the cultural background, the religion and the language which many officers may struggle with. (Bhugowandeen, 2013)
Multiculturalism whilst dealing with a suspect, victim, witness. Does affect the way you must treat someone. If it’s a suspect who has been brought into custody for example, you must respect their values and their beliefs. This could be food and being told the time so they can pray. Others such as victims may only want to speak to a officer of the same sex
In conclusion, policing since the police and criminal evidence act has changed due to better human rights for all. This has been due to poor practise in the past leading the wrongful convictions of suspects and poor outcomes for victims. The police have always struggled to recruit diverse communities due to a want to do the job. This could have stemmed from their background where if they were from another country and have moved to the UK the policing in the said country may not of had a structure such as PACE or any human rights act policies, which could have caused a underlining hatred towards the police.(935 Words)








Essay two: 
What makes vulnerable young people and adults more at risk of exploitation by criminal gangs? Examine both the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of victims of exploitation.
Your answer should be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.
Word limit: 1000 words.




During this essay, I will examine why young people and adults are more at risk of exploitation by criminal gangs in the United Kingdom, I will explore the psychological and socio-economic demands of young people in the modern-day society, and I will also look at the reasons why young people and adults choose to go down path of criminality. The social demands and expectations of young people in the modern world. I will analyse white criminal gangs choose to exploit these young people and the impact this has on these exploited victims. I will then conclude what I've analysed during this essay as to why young people explore criminality as a career.


Young people are subjected to different pressures that are caused from an altering situation that they live in. London is one of the most diverse cities in the world, in terms of population and how dense the area in which people are living. Studies have shown 70 percent of youth are exposed to criminal activity from a young age, such as serious violence. (The Youth Violence Commission, 2018). They are also exposed to other sorts of crimes, whether they are the victim of this or the offender, such as knife crimes, serious youth violence or the victim of being exploited by individuals who use these youths to conduct these criminal activities for their own personal gain. (Mayor's Office for Policing And Crime (MOPAC, 2017a).

Youth and young adults are more likely to be involved in criminal gangs due to living in poor social settings such a council estate. A study which examined 798 UK based high school students, which included gang members, non-gang members and young students on the outer circle of these gangs, showed that young people in these gangs had lower obedience towards their parents, their schoolteachers, and peers. A higher level of minor crime was committed by these young people, their value of a social status and responsibility were all key to gang members lifestyle. (Kissner and David, 2009)

The statistics show that young females are less likely to be involved in gangs than young males, but the young males believed that being in these gangs could make them more attractive young females. Also, that being in a gang is a pathway to manhood, this would offer them role models in the form of senior gang members, a more social status, and an image in which they believed females would be more attracted to them and others would be in fear of them. (Hesketh,2019)

In young people in the modern society, there seems to be a need to wear luxury items and have luxury cars, this would be to fit in with the idea of being rich and to look the part, to keep up with the latest social media trends. This could be another reason as to why young people feel the need to get into gangs and commit criminal offences such as drug dealing, stealing off others as they may not be able to afford this style of lifestyle with just a regular job as they feel peer pressured by others and social media.


Another reason as why young people could fall into crime is because of a lack of education, due to a lack of a role model making them go to school and gaining qualifications to enable them to get a job. Due to lack of education these young people may not be able to get a job and to enable to support themselves they may feel they need to turn to criminality in order to survive. (Laura, 2019)

Gangs are also exploiting young children due to the fact they know they are easily influenced by older people by giving them such rewards as cannabis, alcohol, cigarettes, phones, and money. Knowing that this potentially get them addicted to this lifestyle and then they could easily manipulate them into criminal activities such as drug and weapon running and, in the meantime, they could fall into debt with these criminals. This could cause them to fear any repercussions from the gang leaders and then they could control these young person’s lifestyles knowing that they have to stay in this gang to repay their debt. The risk then the gang leaders is lower and more profitable due to exploiting these young persons as these youth can be used to export products all over the UK and may not be on the Police radar, which would mean they are less likely to get caught, if they did get captured by the police the young person may fear ‘Grassing’ on the other gang members due to potential violence they may face if they do.. (Robinson, 2017)


In conclusion, the young people of the modern-day society, seems to be lacking a role model at home whereby a parent or guardian could be directing this young person in a route of education and social skills whereby they do not have feel the need to get into criminal activity. On the other hand, there could be a role model at home which could also be committing criminal activities and leading this young person into the route of criminal behaviour as they have grown up seeing this behaviour from their role model and believe this is acceptable as they do not know any different.

There also seems to be a pressure on young people due to the advance of social media and the image of influencers which could alter the mindset of young people believe this type of lifestyle is what they should have but they currently do not. This could lead into criminality other way of earning a lot more money quicker down than they would with a normal job as a potentially do not have any education and would struggle to get a well-paid normal job which could fund this lifestyle. (973 Words)







Essay three: 
How effective is MAPPA as a means of managing offenders?
Rather than relying on personal experience, support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources.
Word limit: 1000 words.


During this essay I will be talking about Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA), and I will explain what MAPPA is. Why it is used and how effective MAPPA is at managing offenders. I will explain how the risk and is managed, and the different types of offenders managed through MAPPA. What time of agencies use this information and how they share it with each other in order to reduce risk. How they use restrictions on offenders and how they impose these. I will talk about cases of failings by MAPPA and the criticism. I will also look at the stats, which shows the re-offending rates of the offenders which are being managed by MAPPA. 

Multi-agency public protection arrangements bring together the police, the prison service and the probation service, it is provided in each of the 42 regional areas in England and Wales. MAPPA is made up of agencies, which work together in sharing information regarding the offender. They also work together on how they are going to safeguard members of the public and the offenders in which they are managing.
It is a point of contact for agency to provide advise and support on managing the offender. It is there to reduce any risk to the general public and to stop the offender reoffending. (MAPPA, NO DATE) 

The risk is managed on three levels, level one is low to medium cases of serious harm to others. These could be offenders who have been released from prison or are subject to a community order, which would be managed by the probation service. Others who would be managed by the police are registered sex offenders. 
Level two would be those who pose a high or very high risk to the public, Meetings would take place between all the agencies in order to manage and develop a plan in order to minimise this risk.
Level three known as Multi-Agency Public Protection Panels or MAPPP would be those who pose an extreme risk to the public and would be managed by more senior staff and officers due to the risk those offenders pose. This could be an offender who has received a lot of media coverage or are considered very dangerous. (Taylor & Yakeley, 2019)

The effectiveness of MAPPA all depends on the effectiveness of the agencies all working together, this is all dependant on the offender and how they receive the support that is given to them. The effectiveness assumes that the offender will not re-offend once they are taken off from the MAPPA programme. In some cases, such as a sexual offender, who could possibly be on the sexual offenders register for life, this will not be the case and they will have to be managed throughout their life. Other agencies such as the Violence and sexual offenders register (VISOR).


The statistics show that in 2019, MAPPA had 82,921 offenders to manage in England and Wales, this was a rise of 85 percent since 2009. 75 Percent of these were sexual offenders. 98.2 percent were managed at level one and 1.6 percent were level two. And only 0.2 percent were level three. There were only 0.16 percent of offenders were reconvicted in 2018/2019. Which is around 130 offenders. This shows that MAPPA is effective with working with offenders to stop them re-offending, as such a small percentage have reoffended since being managed by MAPPA.( Justice Inspectorates, 2021)

There are cases of criticism of MAPPA, such as the London bridge attacks in 2019, where two members of the public were stabbed to death by a known offender who was on the MAPPA register. The offender Khan was discussed regular at these meetings and it was found that the members of staff had “serious deficiencies in the management of Khan by Mappa, insufficient experience and training” and that the management of Khan was ‘Not fit for purpose’  (Weaver, 2021)


The placement of offender and where they are rehomed is key for stopping re-offending. For example, to make sure once the offender leaves prison and are on the sexual offenders register that they have a place to live that is safe and away from any schools or nurseries to safeguard the children and themselves. This would limit the options for offenders to reoffend as the temptation would be lower. Also, a person who is known for terrorism offences, the limitations of reconnecting with their organised gang would limit the chances of offences taking place.

The meetings of offenders is also key, to discuss what they are thinking and feeling. Is there anything in which the agency feels needs to be discussed from these meetings. This information sharing between all agencies is critical due to potential warning signs that the offender may commit another offence, leaving victims and the members of the public at risk

In conclusion MAPPA’s effectiveness is dependant on all the agencies working together and fulfilling their objectives. For instance, if a offence is reported to the police and the offender has breached their conditions, this doesn’t get investigated correctly due to poor policing practise then the likely hood of the offender re-offending is going to be high. There are statistics which show MAPPA is effective is stopping offenders re-offending but there is evidence to show that MAPPA’s system cannot always protect victims such as the stabbings at the London bridge, were the offender was discussed regular at the MAPPA meetings, but failings have ended in two people losing their lives. Information sharing is critical between all the agencies and if this fails then this could lead to more victims of crimes. (930 Words)








Essay four: 
Why is it necessary for independent bodies (i.e. IOPC) to hold police officers accountable?
You must use academic research to support your answer.
Word limit: 1000 words.



During this essay I will be examining why it is necessary for independent bodies such as the in the independent office for police conduct (IPOC) to hold police officers accountable for their actions. I will explain when the IOPC was introduced and the reasons behind why it was introduced. How these builds trust with members of the public and society. Also, how this can also damage the relationship with police and members of the public. What bodies like the IPOC investigate and why it is important for these investigations to be open, honest, and fair to both the victims and police officers involved in the investigation. I will talk about the professional standards department which is in every police force in the United Kingdom and their role. I will also talk about Police crime commissioners and their role in holding the police force they represent to accountability.
The IPOC was created in 2018 after replacing the Police complaints commission and is funded by the Home Office Government, it is independent to any political party, Peer group and no one who works for the IPOC has worked for the police in any capacity. The change from IPCC to IPOC was made due to the organisation doubling in a size. The IPOC investigate the most serious matters such as death in after police contact and sets the standards in which police forces investigate allegations against police. (IPOC, No date)
The professional standards department are in every police force, these are police officers and staff which investigate any incidents, in which a complaint has been made against a officer and their actions, sometimes these may be passed on to the IPOC for review and this may need a independent review of the actions that have happened. PSD can also keep incidents in force and use the polices own system of discipline to deal with the involved officers. The introduction of Body Worn videos has since helped with incidents and held officers into account if their BWV proves any wrongdoing. This also helps clear officers if they haven’t done anything wrong, the introduction of BWV has given the best evidence of how any incidents may of occurred, such as a death in police custody .
Due to the killing of George Floyd in 2020, policing and the tactics used by police. Officers have come under scrutiny and a huge loss of confidence in the police has come from this incident. Other incidents such of the murder of Sarah Everard, who was raped and murdered by a serving Met police officer who abused his power in order to undertake this act, has also caused huge confident issues with the public in which the police serve. The IPOC investigated the incident and further incidents which included how Wayne Couzens sustained head injuries whilst in police custody and messages in a what’s app group in which Couzens was in. This investigation was to be open and honest, to not hide anything from the public and hold those accountable to misconduct accountable even though they may not have been involved in the murder of Sarah Everard. This would hopefully repair the damage which was caused to the police imagine from this incident. (IPOC,2021)
Police officers are also encouraged to tell senior officers, if they see any misconduct whilst they are duty. There is an idea of unwillingness to report these such incidents in the police force due to a strong bond between officers in the force, due to the traumatic incidents that officers deal with every day, this is debatable and such events no doubt does take place. These officers can also be disciplined if they fail to report any such incidents and it is later found out that they knew about this information. Skolnick (Citation2002, p. 7)

Police officers have powers that could affect members of the publics lives and could take a person’s liberty from them unfairly if used incorrectly. The general public need confidence that these are being used correctly to ensure that these powers are not being abused by police officers. The IPOC are there to improve public confidence in the police service and that they are help accountable for any actions which are taken and to make sure lessons are learnt from any incident which has taken place. To ensure that any investigation into police conduct is independent and impartial.  (Lockwood, 2020)

Police crime commissioners are also involved in holding police forces in which they represent to accountability, they were introduced in 2012. They maintain the police forces budget; they hold chief constables accountable and any person in which the chief constable employs and in their control. They can fire, re hire and fire chief constables. They set out the plans and the areas in which forces need to work towards to improve their service. (HMICFRS, no date)

In conclusion, the IPOC were created to investigate independently and without any bias towards the police. To maintain standards in policing, in which some officers fail to maintain. To learn lessons from every incident, which the IPOC are requested to investigate. They are there to refer cases to the criminal justice system if an officer has committed a unlawful action. They are also there to prove that officers do not have a case to answer and that their actions were lawful. This is to be open and honest with the public in the actions officers have taken. To restore confidence in the police service, so the public are confident in trusting the police to investigate incidents lawfully. Creating a closer relationship between the public and the police. (932 Words)
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