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Evidence is the cement of the criminal justice system (C Harfield ,2014). The integrity of the criminal justice system is built on the integrity of evidence, the integrity of how it is gathered, and the integrity with which it is put to the test in court. As part of EBP (Evidence-Based Policing), police officers and staff use the finest available research evidence and generate their own to advise or test policing policies, choices, and procedures. In addition, evidence-based policing is best employed by the investigation department to reduce crime rates and their underlying factors. It is the major goal of evidence-based policing to comprehend the objectives of policing by examining the weight of data and research on crime and other resource. It is the goal of this research study to understand and analyse the concept of evidence-based policy and its many models. Furthermore, the paper highlighted two specific models that characterise evidence-based policing and also assessed the models' strengths and weaknesses. A real-life scenario and the study's interpretation of these models in these situations are also included.
SARA
Additionally, the SARA model is commonly used in evidence-based policing. SARA has four components: scanning, analysing, responding, and evaluating. Various police agencies, training centres, and problem-solving activities for police officers can be based on this paradigm.
Using Scan, the model's first component, data from many perspectives and perspectives is gathered in order to gain a comprehensive understanding of the situation (Hinkle et al., 2020). Keep the number of participants minimal so that discrimination and analysis paralysis can be avoided. In addition, it's vital to look at the situation from the police's point of view. When it comes to drug usage in the home, some people perceive it as a serious crime while others think it's just a little inconvenience, so it's important to do a thorough investigation before taking any further action.
Secondly, Analyse is important because it allows everyone to focus on the big issue instead of the little ones (Weisburd et al., 2019). As an example, it presents a solution to problems rather than pointing out their existence. It is general knowledge that street drinking is a criminal offence, but the major problem here may be spotted with the help of this model because of the abundance of beer containers. Since police and other departments may utilise this model to identify the fundamental cause and take appropriate action, it helps them do their jobs better. When it comes to solving problems, it's important to look at who, why, and when are involved. The SARA model's key advantage is this.
The third component of this plan, which includes enforcement, engineering, and teaching, is called Respond. For example, enforcing the law helps to identify the most egregious criminals, to create new laws, and to pursue justice through conditions and probations. The core cause of an issue is illuminated by engineering, which focuses on reducing them in the most effective way feasible (Bullock et al., 2021). There are several ways that education can help raise awareness of issues, including workshops, movies, preventions and various training methods. This gives the entire crime investigation department more services and unique initiatives, as well as aid in developing a comprehensive action plan.
In order to determine how well the department's activities were executed and what adjustments were required, the final component of this approach is access. So, for instance, it is critical that the organisation as well as the police department understand which actions are being carried out correctly and effectively as well as what adjustments or changes are needed over time (Bond-Fortier and Nader, 2022). Another advantage of this method is that it allows police to look at all of the activities they take on a weekly basis to establish when and why they are being performed, as well as which ones are still in progress and which ones have been abandoned.
True, both models can be used to analyse criminal situations; nevertheless, the nature of the problem dictates which model is most appropriate for a given situation. For example, the police department in the middle of the city used to deal with gangs and graffiti. The SARA model is used by the police department to better understand the situation and develop a scenario to analyse the case and deal with the problem. As a result of the improved monitoring of chronic offenders, there are now means to remove graffiti, and other alternative tactics have also helped to reduce the crime rate in the area. Similarly, the cops utilised a variety of strategies to respond to a tactic such as, some proposed using psychological counselling programmes for persistent juvenile offenders (Mannocchi et al., 2020), while others suggested using laws and crimes exercises to better oversee juniors. The organisation subsequently conducted an evaluation of the implementation of the plan, and it was determined that the area's graffiti crime rate has fallen by eighty percent. Additionally, chronic offenders who have finished counselling programmes have stopped spraying graffiti on walls and other surfaces. The application of the SARA model in its entirety assisted courts and police departments in addressing the issue and identifying the primary factor contributing to the issue, which is the model's primary advantage (Bertol et al., 2018).
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Figure 1: ATLAS policing model
(Source: Buil-Gil et al., 2020)
Initially, Ask is used to test, learn, and adopt the complete situation. According to Kassotis et al., (2021), it is critical for the Police Department or other professionals to ask questions to gain a better understanding of how the other person sees and perceives the situation (Kassotis et al., 2021). At the beginning of the investigation, this will help you comprehend the fundamental problem and the general situation. Similarly, evidence-based policing can approach the solution and develop a theory or hypothesis based on the information acquired from the perspective of the opposite party by comprehending the query element. Using the Test, which is the second component, you may test out fresh theories and concepts to see if they hold up to further scrutiny. In the words of Pereira and colleagues (2022), it helps police understand the issue and the response taken against it, and to determine if the response is coordinated and effective. This phase analyses new ideas and helps determine whether any revisions are needed before the case and how to properly monitor its results. When new interventions are needed, they can be introduced at this point and the Learning stage helps with that. As a result, procedures and rules can be better executed in practise. In evidence-based policy, this phase is used to estimate how long it will take to put a solution into action and how it might be improved (Abrahamson, 2021). Fourth, adapt helps to monitor results and estimate what should be changed in response to the findings of the police. This is the final stage. In other words, if the staff feels that the interventions, they've made haven't had any good impact on the case, they can stop using those resources and rewrite the entire situation.
In contrast, three young men got caught up in drug abuse in a real-life incident. Police used ATLAS model to identify challenges and deal with case; this model helps in identifying the main problem in a systematic manner, as previously stated. Before questioning anyone else, the cops asked each person about their problem and the crime they had committed (Hughes et al., 2021). During the course of an interrogation, law enforcement officers and other experts can readily determine the character of each subject and examine a wide range of methods and responses to address their concerns. They all need some practise with narcotics, according to a thorough investigation by the police department, which uses the ATLAS model to analyse their cases (Wolff et al., 2020). In the same way, the police can regularly assess the success or failure of various strategies through various sessions and counselling programmes.
The findings of the investigation show that having a solid understanding of the situation and its history is the most important factor in finding a solution to the problem. During this complex and challenging time period, evidence-based policing models are the most effective strategies that police practitioners may use. In addition, evidence-based policing is a fantastic idea since it utilises the available studies and data to generate prospective outcomes and implement numerous proposals to address the primary issue. This helps to ensure that the problem is effectively addressed. The ATLAS and SARA models were used in this study to determine the benefits and drawbacks of evidence-based policing models. These models were then applied to a variety of real-life case scenarios and compared on the basis of their benefits and drawbacks.
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Ask challenging questions —
‘How can we do this better?’

*Reflect on current practice -
‘Why do we do things the
way we do?’

*Build hypotheses - ‘If we start

What is EBP? Introducing “ATLAS”...

eTest and evaluate new ideas,
approaches and hypotheses

eProduce evidence through
new research and analysis

«Critically review and appraise
existing research (synthesis)

doing X, achieving Y will be
quicker’

EBP is an ongoing, process
aiming to increase our
understanding by building
a body of evidence for the
profession

EBP means using the best
available evidence to
inform decisions about
practices and policies

Adapt Learn
*Adapt current practices and '*Do new and existing

policies based on the best approaches have the effects

available evidence we thought?
*Monitor implementation of How do practices & policies
new approaches work in the ‘real world’
eUnderstanding success and
failure

eStart asking new questions!
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