
	
	
	



Greenpeace: More Than Just a Name, but a Force for Change
By Jasmine Rees
Student No. 2320833
Greenpeace! The name alone sounds like the moniker of a powerful pirate crew, conjuring images of daring outcasts confronting whaling ships, scaling smokestacks, and unfurling banners in the face of environmental destruction. And in many ways, this well-known international environmental organization has played just that role on the global stage for over half a century.
Born from a small act of defiance in Vancouver, Canada, in 1971, Greenpeace's origins were deeply rooted in a powerful concern for both peace and the planet. Initially a modest anti-war collective, their very first act of protest boldly targeted the United States' nuclear weapons testing on the remote Amchitka Island, Alaska. Now picture this: a small fishing vessel, courageously christened Greenpeace, setting sail and venturing directly into a prohibited zone – a veritable David taking on a nuclear Goliath! This single act of determined opposition would soon ignite a movement that continues to resonate to this very day.
“Greenpeace is more than just a name; it's a symbol of environmental advocacy... a continuing force for change in a world facing unprecedented environmental challenges.”
 [image: ] Photo by Rex Weyler.
This iconic image, captured in the photo above, encapsulates the spirit of the burgeoning movement. It was a testament to the power of conviction and the courage of individuals willing to put themselves in harm's way for a cause they felt was personal to them and the environment. Remarkably, just a year later, this determined action contributed to a significant victory: the US Government ceased its nuclear testing on Amchitka.
For the next ten years, they continued to contribute to their cause with ferocious determination, enduring significant injuries at the hands of French navy commandos and ultimately achieving a hard-won victory over the UN General Assembly. Their relentless campaigning extended to challenging the Soviet Union for the protection of whales, among many other impactful actions. These tireless efforts for ecological change garnered immense popularity, attracting even a fellow seafaring "rascal" to their ranks—a new kind of crewmember, if you will!


Is It a Bird? Or is It a Plane?  
No, actually. It’s The Rainbow Warrior, a vessel that has commanded the seas since 1985, becoming a symbol of defiant hope on the world's oceans. Years before, in 1978, a man named Sir William Hardy joined Greenpeace, driven by a powerful vision: to compel the International Whaling Commission to declare a moratorium on whaling. Hardy's dedication marked a pivotal moment in amplifying Greenpeace's ocean advocacy.
Photo from Greenpeace[image: ]The photo above is the new vessel, named Rainbow Warrior III.  It now stands as a potent reminder that while our gadgets may ground us, the fight to protect our planet demands bold action and unwavering mobility. Hence brings me to my next point.

“We should remember them. Not just as some historical footnote in the fight for a greener planet, but as a vital, ongoing force.”
Beyond the Doom Scroll: Choosing Action Over Apath?
All I have mentioned so far is Greenpeace's movement during the 1970’s. But what about now? In our current hypothetical 20th century? 
Change and technology. Oh, jumpscare! What about them, you ask? They’re the same thing to each other, right? 
Actually, no.
Technology is a tool, while change is the outcome. With that, there is something inherently fascinating to me about the human desire for change that comes with technology. The concept of change can manifest in countless ways, from a person's personal growth to a collective yearning for global transformation. Whether it's about altering the course of history or simply hoping the world evolves on its own, the desire for something different is a powerful force.
But let's cut to the chase though, shall we? 
Nowadays, the world is often seen through technology, like it's teetering on the brink, twisting into a state of greedy apathy that we witness through the cold ice glow of our screens. Phone in hand, we scroll as destruction continues to scar and infect our planet. Our phones, symbols of modern connection, ironically root us to a place through constant charging needs and reliance on infrastructure. And yet, when the endless four-hour doom scroll finally ends, we flip our phones over and sigh, a sense of helplessness washing over us. What can you do? It’s like we’re all watching from the sidelines, powerless against the tide, reinforcing the feeling that there's nothing to do but sit and wallow in despair. And then, all too often, it's forgotten.
So, when we compare to movements during the 1970’s, does it still add up? Does action truly make an impact? 
As we travel the seas through Greenpeace’s past, they’ve stood like a strong shield against the never-ending spread of big industries into Earth's most delicate places. Years of really determined protests, often with brave face-offs in freezing waters, ended in a big win in 2015. That's when Shell, feeling lots of pressure from the public and direct action, finally gave up on their controversial plans to drill in the Arctic. This important decision really showed how powerful it can be when people keep pushing, making even the biggest companies answer for how they affect the environment.
Greenpeace has also been a constant and strong voice for all the world's oceans. Knowing how important these huge ecosystems are for the planet's health, they’ve worked tirelessly to get them more protection. In 2023, the UN Global Ocean Treaty was a really important agreement, making it possible to create vital ocean sanctuaries. But the fight isn’t over yet.
They’re still challenging illegal and destructive fishing that’s wiping out sea life, and actively campaigning against the scary threat of deep-sea mining, which could do so much damage to the ocean floor.
What’s really behind these real victories is Greenpeace's amazing ability to get the public on their side. Through careful investigations, powerful evidence, and impactful peaceful direct actions, they’ve always managed to bring important environmental issues into the world's focus. From showing how awful whaling is to pointing out the destruction of old forests, their work with the media has changed what people think and talk about, putting pressure on governments and companies to be more sustainable. This power of making people aware, driven by their constant dedication, is still a key part of Greenpeace's lasting impact.
[image: ]Photo by Zaneta Razaite, 2016
We All Have a Little Controversy, no?
Recent news has shown that Greenpeace continues to be very active in direct action. However, a North Dakota jury has ordered Greenpeace to pay over $660 million in damages to Energy Transfer, the company behind the Dakota Access Pipeline. This decision stems from a lawsuit filed by Energy Transfer, which accused Greenpeace of orchestrating protests near the Standing Rock Reservation in 2016, alleging defamation, disruption, and property damage. Greenpeace has stated that they will appeal this verdict, and that they feel the lawsuit is an attack on the freedom of speech.


One Piece for the Greenpeace!
There's a strange brilliance in the way Greenpeace, with its unwavering stance on environmental preservation, echoes a particular manga series that I adore. It's a mirror image, albeit one reflecting a very different kind of grand voyage. 
Now stay with me on this.
Credits to Eiichiro Oda[image: ]Eiichiro Oda created a story of a motley crew of outcasts sailing across the treacherous Grand Line in search of the fabled One Piece, a quest that, I’m aware, appears to exist in a separate universe from environmental activism. However, scratch beneath the veneer of pirate lore and fantastical powers, and trust me when I say, you will discover a surprisingly powerful harmony between their underlying principles.
Monkey D. Luffy, the determined captain with his sights set on becoming the King of the Pirates, and his loyal companions repeatedly find themselves as the last line of defense against powerful, corrupt forces intent on exploiting and ravaging their world. One example would be Crocodile's sinister scheme in Alabasta, a plot that wasn't simply about seizing power, but about twisting the land and its people to his will, leaving a trail of parched earth and broken lives. Reflecting the ongoing challenges Greenpeace faces in providing solutions to deforestation as they consistently share updates on the Amazon rainforest and highlight their partnerships with Indigenous communities in its preservation.
Another example in the One Piece world would be the World Government in its unwavering quest for dominance, often tramples upon the delicate ecosystems and the well-being of island communities. In much the same way that Greenpeace confronts corporations and governments inflicting environmental damage. Anyone remember when Downing Street ordered government departments to sever ties with Greenpeace after activists protested at Rishi Sunak's residence? Officials deemed the action "dangerous and unacceptable," marking a significant escalation in the government's stance toward the environmental group. How ironic.
In contrast, both Greenpeace and the Straw Hat Pirates directly challenge the powers that perpetrate harm upon their world and its inhabitants. They are the disruptive element, the unwavering force willing to navigate directly into the eye of the storm, regardless of the seemingly insurmountable challenges. Much like the spirit embodied by the Rainbow Warrior! While their methods may involve more cannon fire than peaceful demonstration, the core principle remains identical: a fierce commitment to protecting the vulnerable and combating those who seek to exploit and destroy.
Luffy's resolute dedication to his crew and the lands they come to cherish mirrors Greenpeace's profound commitment to the well-being of the planet. Both operate from a bedrock belief in justice and an unyielding conviction to stand against wrongdoing, even in the face of grave danger. Thus, while one traverses the vast oceans in pursuit of treasure and adventure, and the other navigates the complex currents of environmental policy, both the Straw Hat Pirates and Greenpeace embody a powerful spirit of defiance against destructive forces, each striving to safeguard the precious world around them through their distinct approaches.
The Fight for Change: Are They Worth Remembering?
Greenpeace is more than just a name; it's a symbol of environmental advocacy, a testament to the power of collective action, and a continuing force for change in a world facing unprecedented environmental challenges. So I ask you, dear reader, should we remember them?
Well, I say yes. We should remember them. Not just as some historical footnote in the fight for a greener planet, but as a vital, ongoing force.
Why? You ask. Because they've got guts. Pure and simple. In a world where corporations and governments often prioritize profit over the planet, Greenpeace has consistently been the thorn in their side. They don't politely request change; they demand it, often putting their own bodies on the line. Remember the campaigns against nuclear testing? The fight to save the whales? The relentless pressure on companies contributing to deforestation? These weren't won with gentle persuasion alone. They required a fierce, unwavering commitment to direct action, and that's precisely what Greenpeace brings to the table.
Some might call their tactics extreme. But when the house is on fire, do you send a strongly worded letter, or do you grab a bucket of water and start dousing the flames? 
Our planet is burning, metaphorically speaking, and Greenpeace is out there with the buckets. For over fifty years, Greenpeace has fearlessly championed environmental protection and peace. Employing non-violent direct action, research, and advocacy, they confront deforestation, overfishing, nuclear threats, and the escalating plastic crisis. They force the uncomfortable conversations, they shine a spotlight on the inconvenient truths, and they hold the powerful accountable.
And let's be honest, in a world saturated with carefully crafted PR spin, we need that unfiltered voice. We need an organization that isn't afraid to name and point fingers when environmental crimes are being committed. They are a necessary counterweight to the forces that would happily sacrifice our planet for short-term gain.
So yes, remember Greenpeace. Remember their courage, their tenacity, and their unwavering dedication to protecting the Earth. Because in the ongoing battle for a sustainable future, their voice – loud, bold, and unapologetic – is more crucial than ever. 
They are a reminder that sometimes, you have to make a little noise to be heard above the din of destruction.[image: ]Photo from Greenpeace
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