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A Critical Comparison of Two Articles on The Red Book by C. G. Jung

‘This essay critically compares ‘The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book’ by Andreas Schweizer with ‘Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul: Herald of a New Religion?’ by Lionel Corbett.

Identify

This Essay is written to analyse ‘The Red Book’. It is textually bound to two primary sources from JSTOR to be critically compared and contrasted. The two papers chosen are Andreas Schweizer ‘The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book’, (summer 2011), pp.78-93, Lionel Corbett ‘Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul: Herald of a New Religion?’, (summer 2011), pp. 63-77. ‘The Red Book’ was written by Carl Gustav Jung, originally Karl Gustav Jung and his personal diary mentioned about ‘encounter with the unconscious’, as described in Memories, Dreams, Reflections.1 He influenced the society through World War I and World War II not only as a writer but also as a psychiatrist and psychoanalyst who founded analytical psychology. He was born in July 26, 1875 in a small village in Kesswil, Thurgau, northern Switzerland and started writing the diary in 1913, which would become ‘The Red Book’ later. Although the Red Book was recognized as a must read to understand his ideological origin correctly, the book has not been published until October 2009 by the will of Jung himself and his bereaved family.  The commercialization of this Red Book has been more successful than expected, and the sales are skyrocketing. Nobody knows whether the buyers actually read it or not. But this oversized art book has become a bestseller shortly after its release. The Red book was not just sold in the United States but also translated into several languages and showed a surprising appeal to the general public.2
The Red Book contains all the origins of the major concepts of Jungian psychology that were developed afterwards, such as "archetype", "collective unconscious", and "process of individualization", which are the core of Jung's thought. It is a crucial primary source for understanding Jung's new model of psychotherapy. On the other hands, this large book includes 53 large-format page-filled paintings and 81 large and small paintings that are surprisingly precise between the letters in the calligraphy.  Jung also worked on the image of Mandala. He entered the latter half of the year, deepening his devotion to Eastern philosophy and reading scriptures such as Buddhism, Hinduism, and Taoism. And he finds the perfection of personality in the image of Mandala, and the goal of Jung's psychology is to guide his unconsciousness toward this. It seems that the image of the mandala depicted in this "Red Book" would have played an important role in carrying out such work. These will give a lot of suggestions and inspiration to people in all artistic fields and religious fields who preach the salvation of the soul. Such texts serve to inspire later work and thought and are returned to again and again by later generations.3
________________________________________________________________________

1 Murray Stein, Goldiwil (Thun), What is The Red Book for analytical psychology?, Journal of Analytical Psychology, 2011, p.591 

2 Murray Stein, Goldiwil (Thun), What is The Red Book for analytical psychology?, p.592

3 Murray Stein, Goldiwil (Thun), What is The Red Book for analytical psychology?, p.598

Locate

It can be said that Jung is one of the most minority writers whom we must spend more time explaining his background than the work itself. ‘The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book’, by Andreas Schweizer and ‘Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul: Herald of a New Religion?’ by Lionel Corbett were announced in same summer 2011, soon after those works were translated. This can tell us that both writers have been waiting for that moment of the translation. What brought them write immediately? Whom were they worried about lagging behind by? Are the writers of these two papers consciously trying to refute someone else’s arguments? Which side of the debate do the authors take? Is there any specific book enthusiastic supporters called ‘Jungian’?  The words of Barbara Hannah who published ‘Yung his work and life’ were quoted in the important conclusion part of ‘The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book’. She said in this book published in 1988: ‘There are such persistent and false rumors in circulation about this relationship that I felt I should present it in what seems to me its true perspective’.4 Obviously, it is easy to see that rumors she said are things about Jung written in numerous books quoted in the critics of ‘Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul: Herald of a New Religion?’.  The critics were allocated about three pages among twelve pages in the text. She needed to deny the false rumors in circulation about the relationship among she and Toni Wolff who were Jung’s pupils, his wife, Emma Jung, and Jung himself, because she thought that she was one of the last people still alive who heard these facts. She was also undoubtedly first Jungian. I am summarizing the author’s arguments and theories in the next section. (see below) 

Summarise 

‘The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book’, by Andreas Schweizer

-The Poor House in the Beyond

Writer praises Jung’s extraordinary imagination using the term ‘prima materia’ which was used in ancient Greek philosophy. Jung often talked about small poor house built on the lakeside in Bollingen which he saw in his dream repeatedly. Thought he could not notice what the poor house meant, he realized that he had to shape formulated articles into objects.5 
- The False Prophecy

Jung felt that the red book is like ‘false prophecy’ and did not want to be prophet. It is important to understand Jung’s scientific collective works well in order to avoid ‘false prophecy’. The writer received pleasure from finding the spiritual images behind Yung’s psychology.6
- The Man from the East
The anthropomorphic sun told Jung who was ahead to the east to pay attention to the intense light. Jung likened the sun to a god and himself to a snake. The colourful and vivid creations he mentioned in Aion can be seen in The Red Book.7 
_______________________________________________________________________

4 Hannah, Barbara, Jung: His Life and Work. Chiron Publications, Kindle, 71/9543 

5 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, Jung Journal: Culture & Psyche , Vol. 5, No. 3, (Taylor & Francis, Ltd. on behalf of C.G. Jung Institute of San Francisco, Summer 2011), p.79
6 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, p.79
7 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, p.81
-The Red Book and Cultural Traditions
The new world was prepared when he discovered that the text of alchemists with their creative words were so similar to his unconscious materials. His closest colleague, Tony Wolff indicated their deep anxiety about his diligence in alchemy as they feared for his scientific evaluation. On the other hand, alchemy was the essential link between his own inner experiences during the time of the Red Book and the world of gnosis that was so familiar to him.8
- Ammonius and the Sun Hymns
Ammonius whom Jung met in the desert told Jung that he is same man like Jung. Furthermore, before he being acquainted with Christianity and retreating to the desert, he worked as a successful scholar and philosopher in Alexandria.
Jung wrote the hymn to the sun god in large letters in his calligraphy writing as a particularly important one.9
- About the Acceptance of My Own Darkness—the Son of the Earth
Jung wrote the hymn by Hellenistic mysterious image and the creative technique of ancient Egyptian mythology. 
He wrote about that he ate a part of the liver of little girl as the sacrificial murder before World War I, which was derived from the Hellenistic initiation ritual. Because the initiative rebirth can only happen after the Among the darkest chapters of The Red Book are certainly the ones about death (or. 29/2009, 273) and the sacrificial murder (or. 76/2009, 290). In the first one, Jung reflects on the terrifying visions that he had briefly before World War I: He saw a sea of blood with the death of uncounted thousands. (In fact, it was 17 million!) In his imagination of the sacrificial murder, Jung is forced to eat a part of the liver of a tortured little girl. This cruel imagery also stems from the Hellenistic initiation ritual as described in the aforementioned Aion-liturgy. The rebirth of the initiand can only happen after the incorporation of the god through a physical meal. 10
The Son of the Earth is not bright one whom you have to recognize. The son are boy and girl simultaneously and are not mature sex, fulfilled communication and miscommunication. The Hellenistic induction ceremony does not finish without baptism and rebirth. He has become a man with using the images of The Red Book.11
The poor small house in the beyond is prepared. This is the small house he built in Boehringen on the shores of Lake Zurich by himself. Over the years, he began to feel that the house was incomplete and tried to add rooms, a courtyard, and even upstairs. Jung has always said that Boehringen is the place where he has the deepest feelings about himself. Barbara Hannah and Marie-Louise von Franz were very sad when they heard this dream. Barbara Hannah accepted it like this in her book about Jung. ‘Evidently Mother Nature was ready for the change and prepared to give him her full support’ (1976, 344). Yes, Jung had really become the age-old son of the Mother!12
________________________________________________________________________

8 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, p.83
9 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, p.86

10 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, p.88

11 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, p.90

12 Andreas Schweizer, The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book, p.92

-Is Jung a Christian?
According to Jung, we should do experiment with what Christ has done to realize our life vision. We will know about Christ as our brother and he will become a human being surely. Therefore, God only becomes human in ourselves. When sacred appears in our dream, illusion, synchronous events unconsciously, we have direct contact with the sacred. We do not need liturgy, prayer books, or church hierarchies at that time.13
-The New God-Image
Jung ate the liver of a divine child who has just been killed following the proceedings of the soul in a spontaneous creative method. He ate the vitality that the previous God occupied to make himself separate from the previous God picture. Because Jung thought that he needs to delete the previous God picture before he converts the old into the new.14
Is Jungian Psychology a Religion?

Jung’s reference regarding the Pope of the Roman Catholic Church can be said that he saw himself as the Pope of the new religion.  He says that the new God who dominates the world appears first in Jung, before but appears in others. He insists that it is not him but the symbol that becomes his lord.15 

Jung’s Critics

Many critics argued that Jung cogitated to develop his personal religion except the religion that justifies the betrayal of his wife and the seduction of Sabina Spielrein who is Jung’s psychological former patient. Jung was praised as a person who told their futures and as a ‘man-God’ by his pupils. Jungian psychology was agued as a not open Church, because he was recruiting former patients and Jung-worshipers, primarily women, to be the high priests of his new religion. There is a fact of that devotion to God has been tried for two thousand years but it has not worked to transform the individual. However, what we have done in our life offers the possibility of doing so. This writer hopes the publication of The Red Book inspires this work with confidence that we obtain from our experience.16 
Analyse

‘The Son of the Earth in C. G. Jung's The Red Book’ was written for who wants to know about Jung other than as a psychologist, used sources related to mythological and alchemical studies. This work makes us think about the boundary among psychology, religion and art. 
________________________________________________________________________

13 Lionel Corbett, Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul Herald of a new Religion?, Culture & Psyche , Vol. 5, No. 3 (Summer 2011), Taylor & Francis, Ltd. on behalf of C.G. Jung Institute of San Francisco,p.64

14 Lionel Corbett, Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul Herald of a new Religion?, p.66

15 Lionel Corbett, Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul Herald of a new Religion?, p.71

16 Lionel Corbett, Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul Herald of a new Religion?, p.71,72,73,75
On the other hand, it can be identified that ‘Jung’s The Red Book Dialogues with the Soul Herald of a new Religion?’ was logically structured and written by assuming that the writer wants Jungian to read. This paper uses about three times as much bibliographies as the other paper. Some of them are used as proof of the betrayal of his wife, the seduction of his pupils and his human-God of his own new religion. It can be said that the later paper is the one that Jungian do not want to see. Furthermore, it is an incredible fact for Jungian that Sam Shamdasani who was in charge of editing and commenting on the red book, wrote a tell-all book about Jung’s life including the relationship with female pupils who supported his works. The former paper deals with Jung’s psychology as like a scripture with a fantastic story that is full of his extraordinary imagination and the latter paper agues that Jungian psychology was agued as a not open Church, because he was recruiting former patients and Jung worshipers, primarily women, to be the high priests of his new religion. Some of them involved in making Jung's work like Barbara Hannah as a translator and painter, Sabina Spielrein as a Jung’s experiment assistant, and Toni Wolff as an alchemist.17 It can be considered that Jung's work performance would not have been possible without their support. We can see a commonality in both of two papers in which we can have our own God in ourselves without going to church. Both are asking readers questions about the necessity of the church and the traditional god. 
Conclude

The Red Book was recognized as a must read to understand Jung’s ideological origin and 
the commercialization has been more successful than expected, and the sales are skyrocketing. Both writers of these two papers hope that the red book inspires people have their individual new god inside of themselves after they extricate themselves away from the traditional God and the traditions of old churches. This critical comparison of Two Articles on The Red Book by C. G. Jung asks us a question in whether it is essentials to know his life including his private relationships for understanding his works and himself or not.
________________________________________________________________________
17 Sonu Shamdasani, Jung Stripped Bare (p.iv). Taylor and Francis. Kindle, pp.83,111
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