Child Relocation – Part B
B1 – Explanation of Legal Problem
[bookmark: _Int_TAl5VSut]Child relocation refers to the situation whereby one parent wishes to move away, usually abroad, with their child without the other parent. Internal relocation does not generally cause any issues as it is less complex, especially in terms of contact with the distant parent; international relocation is significantly more complex, with the case of ‘Payne v Payne’ (2001) providing guidance in the matter. In this case, the mother was from New Zealand and the father was from the UK, and when they separated, the mother applied under section 13, subsection 1b of the Children Act 1989 to permanently move her child out of the UK, which was allowed despite the father appealing. Section 13, subsection 1b of the Children Act 1989 states that where a child arrangements order is in force regarding a child, no one can remove them from the UK without either the written consent of anyone with parental responsibility for the child, or permission from the court. The case of ‘Payne v Payne’ (2001) established that the child’s welfare is paramount, meaning that the child’s best interests should always be put first and is what should drive the decision a certain way, so the courts will look at the primary carer’s reasonable proposals and their impact in great detail. Section 1 of the Children Act 1989 further emphasises the importance of the child’s welfare, stating, “when a court determines any question with respect to the upbringing of a child or the administration of a child’s property or the application of any income arising from it, the child’s welfare shall be the court’s paramount consideration.” In that case, it was also noted that relocation cases often involve some common factors, for example, the applicant for removal is usually the mother of the child and the primary caregiver, the reason for the move derives from remarriage or the parent returning to country of origin, and the father’s opposition comes from having less contact and influence on the child. 
B2 – Challenges Faced
[bookmark: _Int_FkMdnjh0][bookmark: _Int_wPw74T0u]Since child relocation can become very complicated, many issues can arise. One key challenge that could be faced is mentioned in a report from 2009 by Marilyn Freeman, which found that the law prioritised the interests of the applicants, which as previously stated is usually the mother of the child, over that of the children’s, almost paralleling the mother’s interests with the child’s, and that father’s should not even bother appealing or arguing against it as it would be more beneficial to try to make good contact arrangements instead (George and Gallwey, 2016). This clear imbalance causes a problem as parents, specifically fathers, may feel disadvantaged within the legal system and may feel like they have to settle for an arrangement that they do not fully agree with so that they have some form of contact with their child. According to Atkinson (2010), another issue faced in regard to child relocation is that decisions can be unpredictable as each case is decided based on the individual facts, essentially based on a case-by-case basis, meaning that it is difficult to determine what the outcome will be. This can become problematic as parents may want to prepare for a certain outcome, which they will not be able to do so if they cannot anticipate what the decision will be.
On one hand, the legal system could be considered effective as the child’s welfare is the central and main goal of every case and outcome. The courts will make their decisions based on what is the child’s best interests at that moment in time, and in the future. The fact that decisions are made based on the facts of that case alone, rather than being determined by previous cases, allows for flexibility and means that so many different factors can be considered in each case, such as cultural differences, economic factors, and environmental influences. On the other hand, it could also be considered ineffective in some areas. The complexity of relocation cases means that cases can take a while to go through court, causing significant delay and stress. This could become a problem, especially in cases where jobs or visas have been arranged and could expire and could also create an unstable environment for the child to grow up in, damaging the child’s welfare. Also, despite the flexibility being considered a strength, the inconsistency in decisions also poses a substantial disadvantage to the parties involved in the case as they cannot fully prepare themselves for certain outcomes.
B3 – Analysis
Within the resource, clear language has been used to explain what relocation is and what it entails in the UK without leaning too much into technical legal language, meaning lay people will be able to understand it and access it without the need of further explanation in regard to the basics of relocation. There is a clear structure, making the article easy to follow, especially for those with little to no legal knowledge or experience. The amount of detail included, and the tone of the article is suitable for a magazine as it does not overwhelm the reader and is educational, but not too formal.
However, the resource could have more depth, specifically involving more recent case law and how section 1 of the Children Act 1989 governs the child’s welfare. Certain topics, such as internal relocation could have been expanded on more, including case law. There is also the lack of a conclusion, which, had it been included, could have helped the reader summarise the article and have a generic overview of relocation. There are also no images or bold features that would capture someone’s attention, or even maintain it, which could make the article be considered boring or unappealing.
If the magazine article was to be created again, it would be beneficial to add more attractive features, such as images and colour, to appeal to a reader. More information would be given regarding internal relocation, and more depth would be added to the information already included with respect to international relocation. The article would also have a summary or conclusion at the end to finish the article with a brief overview of relocation to help the reader understand what they have read.
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