Evaluation of Submission 
All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players
In thirteen simple words William Shakespeare summarises the conditioned roles we play in society, a new more narcissistic performance has emerged however in the 21st century, one mediated through our phones where the digital representation is valued above reality. Our methods of presenting reality on social media is ultimately damaging as outlined in The Allure of the Selfie – by Brook Wendt, we fragment ourselves when we use social media, losing more than just time, a portion of our essence in sacrificed in the process. This digital separation is represented in my exhibition piece by presenting my images of people using their phones in nightclubs onto 9 separate iPads, which will cycle through the photos independently of one another.
Smart phones are intrinsically linked to the selfie, the introduction of a front facing camera enables people to carefully position the phone and take the idealised self-portrait in real time. Cindy Sherman, with her combination of photocollage and the selfie, highlights the issues with representation and self-image, choosing Instagram as a platform to scrutinise female representations in the age of social media. Achieving this by morphing the subtle expressions of her self-portraits, new characters are combined with juxtaposed elements of collage, in doing so Sherman highlights some of the cognitive dissonance experienced when people begin to associate more with the curated image of themselves than their true image. I am reference Sherman’s use of Instagram with the arrangement of iPads in a 3x3 grid as it mirrors how images appear on people’s Instagram pages.
The use of phones act as the central theme which pulls my project and exhibition piece together, as they appear visually as the focal point of many of my images and are core to the themes I have been exploring. The smart phone has transformed how we consume media, as well as how we present ourselves online. In Century of the Self Curtis explains how Edward Bernays, the nephew of Sigmund Freud, popularised the idea of engineering public opinion as a means for companies to better market products. Now we as individuals also take up this form of self-curation through our phones in order to better fit into society.
Ultimately the way companies linked the acquisition of products as being the way to satiate pseudosexual desires made consuming products into an unconscious form of survival. The almost need to appear as though you are living a spectacular life online is a symptom of this survival behaviour. When people take selfies of themselves on nights out and then put it onto social media they are conforming to this social pressure, whilst attempting to project the idealised version of themselves.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]My outcome seeks to represent ‘the spectacle’ permeating through society as described by Guy Debord’s Society of the Spectacle, his clairvoyant text which seems to almost predict the rise of our ever increasingly image mediated world, that is dominated by the appearance of things over reality. With the rise of the internet, smart phones and social media sites the appearance of things has been allowed to dominate our western capitalist society in ways even Debord could not have predicted. I have selected some of the more pertinent quotes from Society of the Spectacle and included them with my exhibition piece as text which will appear between images. 
The importance of appearance is synonymous with the self-interested attitude of the truly narcissistic. Describing people as being vane and self-absorbed however fails to acknowledge the desire to look at and be looked at, this desire presents itself as a construction of faux-individualism on social media platforms, the indistinguishable yet carefully curated nature of selfies and stories on Snapchat and Instagram consolidate the ways people choose to be seen conforming to the spectacle. In a snapshot of moments which are presented as though one is living their best life, it inevitably fails to truly represent the totality of a person.


     
 
