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· To improve my pronunciation.
· Whilst reading to the children, show enthusiasm and confidence.
· Knowledge and understanding of the skills Framework, Cwricwlwm Cymraeg. 
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	Learning objectives: 
· To follow stories read to them and respond as appropriate.
Success Criteria:
· I understand the story in Welsh by looking at the pictures.
· I can repeat some words after enabling adult.
	Meeting learners’ needs: 
This activity will be taught to children of mixed ability. The aim is to improve and develop their vocabulary and pronunciation. If the children need help with their pronunciation, as a group we will focus on the question and work together to solve it. 

The children will be able to point to their own clothing using hand actions will help to make sense with the welsh language and to use real-life experiences.

	Introduction/plenary tasks
	Main activities
	Resources/ 
Key Vocabulary
	Key Questions and
 Assessment for Learning Strategies 

	Introduction:
Introduce the book ‘Wyt ti’n barod mistar Croc?’ to children. 

Mae hi’n amswer stori.

Barod? Ready?
	Trainee focused task (purpose, outline of trainee’s role and children’s learning)

* small group of 5-6 pupils*

Ask the children to explore with your eyes ‘llygad’ (pointing at your eyes) the front cover of the book.
· What can you see? Pa lliw?
· What do you think the book is going to be about?
· Do you think Mistar Croc is naughty or good? 
· Shall we will see?

Start reading the book. After each page repeat what you have already read with expression. Point at your own clothes in order for the children to make sense of the welsh. Is anyone wearing a siwimper – (jumper)? 

Introduce thumbs up thumbs down to correspond with ‘ydw – yes or nac ydw - no’. Check children’s pronunciation.

What colours can you see? Point at the clothing, wait for the children to answer. Blue – Glas get the children to repeat after you. 
What colour are his trowsus? (Trousers)
What colour are his siwmper? (Jumper)
What colour are his cot? (Coat)

Ask the children to use their knowledge of colours and allow them to learn from each other by pointing at their own clothes and answering their questions independently. 

I wonder what is going to happen next boys and girls? Build up tension and excitement. 

Before turning the last page, build up the tension and excitement for the children, I wonder what is going to happen next, what do you think?

	Resources
Welsh Book – Wyt ti’n barod mistar croc?
Stickers 

Key Vocabulary
Bore Da
Prynhwn da
Sut wty ti?
Barod?
Da iawn 
Mae hi’n amser stori
Mistar Croc
Wyt ti’n barod?
Gwisgo
Glas
Melyn 
Coch
Nac ydw!
Grandewch
Yn Cymraeg
Trowsus
Swimper
Cot



	Key Questions
Let’s look at the front cover 
what can you see? Pa liw?
What do you think this story could be about? Hook the children to get their attention at the start of the lesson.

Wyt ti’n barod Mistar Croc? 
This question will be repetitive throughout the activity. After Throughout the task questioning the children is essential.

 Ask the children ‘do you think Mistar Croc is ready yet?’

What colour are his trowsus? (Trousers)
What colour are his siwmper? (Jumper)
What colour are his cot? (Coat)

What can you remember?
What colours can you see?
What was your favourite colour?
Can you remember any welsh words? (point at your trousers/jumper etc).
Do you think you have met the success criteria?

Assessment for Learning Strategies
Throughout the activity several questions are going to be asked to assess understanding and to ensure everyone is listening. 
What can you see? Pa liw?
What colour is his coat? 

Repetition is essential when teaching the children, the welsh language. Throughout the story wyt ti’n barod Mistar Croc is used on every page. Repeat after to me – helps the children with their pronunciation of welsh words.

Ask the children to reflect on what they have read. Use thumbs up thumbs down.

What can you remember?


	Plenary:
Towards the end of the reading activity ask the children several questions in order to assess what they have learnt:

What can you remember?
What was your favourite colour?
Can you remember any welsh words? (point at your trousers/jumper etc).

Praise the children by using stickers to positively reinforce good contribution and behaviour. 
	
	
	


	Curriculum coverage (range and skills)

Welsh Language Development 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading Skills– “To follow stories read to them and respond as appropriate”. 
Range – “Participate as individuals, pairs and in differently sized groups”.

Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity
Skills - “Show curiosity and develop positive attitudes to new experiences and learning”.
	

	Literacy (LNF)

	Numeracy (LNF) 


	ICT 

	YCC
Welsh vocabulary will be practiced throughout the reading activity ensuring they pronounce it correctly by the end of the task. 

Throughout the task I will use Welsh questions that the children are already used throughout the daily school routine. For example, “pawb yn barod?, Mae hi’n amser stori and pa lliw?”

Colours; glas, melyn, goch
Clothes; gwisgo, nhrowusu, swimper, nghout
Yes or no: Ydw/nac ydw


	ESDGC 

	Thinking Skills
· Whilst the story is being read to the small group, the children are observing the pictures at the same time in order to think and translate what the words mean.
· Pointing and using hand actions to translate for the children will help them understand the correct word without giving them the answer using real-life experiences.




Task 2 - Link to Video

https://youtu.be/B3vzlwZsEeM


Task 3 

This essay will examine the importance of teaching Welsh Language within primary schools in Wales, furthermore I will reflect on my own Primary teaching experience within the subject area of Welsh. Donaldson (2015 ) explains being bilingual produces countless opportunities for young learner’s futures. Having the ability to communicate in Welsh supports the learning of other languages and opens doors to children as they move into the workplace. The report also discusses the shortage of citizens in the workforce who can communicate and work effectively in both English and Welsh. As a result, Welsh Government are currently investing a further four million pounds to support and encourage the teaching and learning of Welsh in order to raise standards and to increase the number of Welsh speakers to one million by 2050. This will guarantee additional opportunities to develop and practice their Welsh language skills in an authentic and productive way (Welsh Government, 2016). Welsh Government (2017 , p. 2) state “the Welsh language is one of the treasures of Wales, it is part of what defines us as people and as a nation”. 

I intend to critically reflect on my own Welsh experience using the guidelines of Assisted Reflective Conclusions (ARC). Reflection within teaching environment allows teachers to become aware, in control and essentially able to understand strengths and weaknesses in order to develop and improve (Tarrant, 2013). 

I have recently finished my first Professional Teaching Experience (PTE) in an English-medium Pioneer School. I was allocated to a Nursery class which consisted of forty-five pupils, aged three to four years. Throughout my practice I accessed many different pedagogical approaches in order to communicate and teach the Welsh language effectively. This involved the use of incidental Welsh, which was integrated through every aspect of school. For example, ‘bore da’, ‘diolch’. 

The task involved reading a Welsh book to a small group of children. When considering the age of the children, it was important for me to select an appropriate book that engaged each child but additionally met their learning needs. The skill being developed was “to follow stories read to them and respond as appropriate” (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 38). 

Initially, I felt apprehensive as I am not confident with my Welsh oracy skills, particularly pronunciation. As a result of this, using oracy skills to communicate in Welsh to a group of children certainly created some anxiety for me. I knew this was an area which needed addressing therefore, my personal standard was to ‘improve my pronunciation’ and ‘show confidence and enthusiasm when reading’. However, once I began the task and engaged the children, my concerns began to subside, which made me feel at ease and enjoy the experience. 

The title of the book was ‘Wyt Ti’n Barod Mistar Croc? – Ready or Not Mr. Croc?’ by Jo Lodge. The front cover was visually appealing, bursting with vibrant primary colours and understandably all children love a mischievous crocodile (see appendix 1). Immediately, the book captured the children’s attention which generated a positive attitude to learning and listening. 

Reflecting on the structure of the Welsh sentences inside the book was an area which generated an additional problem for the pupils and me. Almost every sentence included a mutated word, for example, instead of ‘trowsers’ it was mutated to ‘nhrowsers’, similarly ‘cot’ was ‘nghot’. This caused a great amount of confusion, not only the children but also for me. After reflecting on this, I made the decision to change the mutation to the words they were most familiar with for the second group of children. I feel this was the right decision for this age and ability of pupils, as it transformed their contribution and enabled a superior response. Next time I would certainly consider selecting a book with no mutations, especially for this age range as well as upskilling myself on the rules of mutations in order to improve my Welsh subject knowledge. 

Pronunciation fosters a great impact when reading a Welsh book. This is a major aspect which needs addressing with my knowledge and skills of Welsh oracy in order to teach successfully. To show an illustration, pronouncing the words “trowser” and “swimper” was a challenge since there should be great emphasis on the ‘r’ sound, which in my opinion in some segments was not satisfactory. In order to improve it is important for me to become familiar with the sounds of the Welsh alphabet, as seen in figure one. Essentially, I need to practice reading Welsh books, this is critical in order to develop a confident approach. My Languages (2019) clarifies the way you pronounce a letter in a word, will have an impact on the pupils understanding of the Welsh language. 



Figure 1 - Pronunciation of Welsh alphabet



In relation to children listening and learning, Welsh Government  (2019, p. 29) state “learners progress from understanding people speaking slowly and clearly” in comparison to “speaking with different accents and dialects who speak more quickly”. Reflecting on my own practice, the way I communicated was unclear and rushed, as a result, it was difficult for the children to understand and contribute to their full extent. In order to improve, several areas need to be addressed: to speak with clarity and to pace myself.
It is important to read with confidence and enthusiasm in order to engage and interest the children. Although this was one of my main objectives “to show enthusiasm and confidence when reading” I personally felt I did not accomplish this target to a sufficient standard. Estyn (2013, p. 41) explains there are various gaps within teachers subject knowledge of Welsh, specifically, grammar, intonation and pronunciation. “Practitioners who use clear and precise pronunciation of Welsh words and phrases provide a good model for children which supports their oral skills”. 

For a brief part of this lesson I adopted a behaviourist approach. Using positive teaching strategies in order to reward the children for good contribution, to show an illustration; “da iawn”. Children will develop confidence in their Welsh language, especially if the enabling adult is using positive reinforcement in order to support their development (Welsh Government, 2015). Skinner’s theory of behaviourists links with the necessity of using positive behaviour strategies in order to engage and support the child’s learning. For the conclusion of the lesson I acknowledged the children who engaged and contributed with praise and a special welsh sticker. 

Estyn (2013) explains most children listen well and react enthusiastically throughout a Welsh lesson, however a large number of children do not frequently use Welsh spontaneously in their play. Similarly, Donaldson (2015 ) clarifies the requirement to construct children’s confidence to practice their Welsh language, not solitary in lessons but in activities and real-life situations. Therefore, developing the task into a physical activity could be an effective area of improvement, especially encouraging them to involve a higher level of Welsh vocabulary and phrases. Next time I would read the story but develop it further by having an appropriate selection of real clothes to support and deepen pupils understanding of asking and answering questions. I would also increase the amount of questioning in welsh.

To conclude, there are many areas that demand addressing in order to progress my Welsh language skills, however, it was a positive experience as I am able to reflect, improve and raise my own teaching standards. It is significant as a trainee teacher to heighten my Welsh abilities in order to teach our future generation the best of my ability. Education Secretary Kirsty Williams explains, “developing a teaching workforce to teach Welsh and deliver education through the medium of Welsh is essential in creating more Welsh speakers and will be a priority over the next five years” (Welsh Government, 2016, p. 1). “Language is so much more than words, it is that connection to who you are, where you came from and who you connect to” (Baker, 2011, p. 1). 
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Appendix 1 – Welsh Book
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Welsh alphabet
'o'


Pronunciation example
'of'


Example of Welsh word
'cot'


Welsh alphabet 
'w'


Pronuncaition example
'as in pool'


Example of Welsh word
'trowser'
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