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This paper will discuss the possible impact of the new Welsh curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ policy. It will focus on the potential effects and outcomes from the perspective of teachers and educators, and also for Wales and its future governmental position and reputation. Consideration will be given to whether this policy could be viable, realistic and unmitigated; resulting in a monumental success for Wales as a country. Alternatively, it may be purported that the policy could create great detriment to the Welsh educationalists, the Welsh Government and the reputation of the country. The impact of Successful Futures may depend on the impacts it may have on all stakeholders affected or included, who are however, imperative to the progress and outcome of policies’ success or failure. 

Background and Proposals
The National Curriculum, generated in 1988, had been practised, or was focused upon, throughout Wales in schools and educational establishments consistently to present day. Following the devolution of Wales in 1999, there were no notably drastic amendments to the continuation of the Westminster produced curriculum, and no solid evidence or investigation that this policy practice may need reconsideration. However, in 2007, the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and development), initiated its yearly PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) testing in Wales, which consistently identified Welsh students’ academic performance as significantly lower than average year after year, in comparison to the rest of the United Kingdom. Philip Dixon, a former director of the ATL (Association of Teachers and Lecturers) teachers union, suggested that the results cast serious concerns over the supposed world-class quality of Welsh education and determined that education in Wales was consistently declining, rather than improving. (Guardian, 2016).  
In 2015, Professor Graham Donaldson was commissioned by the Welsh Government to generate a review of the curriculum in Wales. Donaldson’s review resulted in a 122-page policy document entitled ‘Successful Futures’ (2015). Donaldson’s proposals were what he called “radical and wide-ranging”, and included 68 recommendations to improve learning and teaching standard in Wales, along with new areas for learning and compulsory cross-curricular taught skills; literacy, numeracy and digital literacy. The new curriculum now proposes four purposes and six areas of learning, all of which are to ensure that all children and young people in Wales have a superlative education which will ensure they have the opportunities they need to prosper. Donaldson reported that the current curriculum was not fit for purpose, which was due to significant changes in the world, and the way we live since 1988, which the curriculum did not encompass nor support. Consequently, a complete restructure of how Wales is educated has been commissioned which puts greater autonomy on both the teachers and children, and veers away from the previously subject based targeted assessment structures, which leads us to consider who this will impact considerably, or what the impacts could be in a general sense.

Teachers/Educators
Hansen (2009, cited in Bates, Lewis and Pickard 2011) suggests that historically, teachers and educationalists were held in high regard in society. He arguably notes that over time this reputation has become increasingly tarnished, leading to teachers being blamed for educational shortcomings. The Successful Futures focuses heavily on the importance of high standards of pedagogy, in order to ensure that this policy is beneficial to learners, with great emphasis on giving wider options for teaching and also relying on metacognition in practice. Therefore, the report could lead to a marked impact on teachers. The new policy structure and freedom of autonomy, may create an unsettled and unsuccessful experience for learners as the teachers are being asked to develop such a vast amount of new skills and approaches to both pedagogy and assessment.  Davies, Evans and Fitz (2006) note that teachers are already heavily overworked, with time being stated as their ‘scarcest resource’. Therefore, where will the teachers find the extra time to trial the new curriculum, to gain feedback from the learners, and then to also feedback to them using a new system which is unfamiliar to their peers.
NASUWT(2017) are already raising concerns regarding the lack of clarity  given to teachers about what exactly their role now encompasses.  They have also related to the new unclear policy as leaving the teachers as authors of the new curriculum, whereby they could face the ultimate backlash if the delivery of the new curriculum is inadequate.  It has also been reported that teacher satisfaction surveys have plummeted in the past 12 months, which could be a result of the lack of forward planning and clarity of the teaching role.

To address these concerns however, the Welsh government have reacted with a further policy which is aptly directed at teaching professionals. Education in Wales: Our National mission, builds on two previous training for teachers’ policies and aims to provide teaching excellence over the course of 2017-2021. The plan is hoped to raise standards for all teaching professionals by providing the highest-standard of training and support, resulting in a sense of national pride and confidence. (Gov.uk, 2017.)

Wales as a government and a respected country
The progress and ultimate completion of the new curriculum for Wales could have impacts on the reputation of the country and its government of significant proportion. Not only could the success or failure of the policy lead to disappointment within Wales, but could also affect the future interest and collaboration of the world’s economy and political and governmental leadership. 
Donaldson’s policy was due to be implemented in 2021, which he stated, gave ample time for practice in pioneering schools and for the necessary teacher training to be completed. This implementation date has recently been delayed by one year until 2022, which, is already causing concern over the possible lack momentum. (Lewis, 2017.) there is also the risk that due to the length of policy implementation, there could be further developments within our society, which could herald more changes or policies to be considered or created.
Education Secretary Kirsty Williams has however given full support to the planned timings of the new Welsh curriculum, suggesting that a committed roll-out far outweighed the option of an immediate introduction. (BBC, 2017).
There are also the benefits of using the timescale of the policy roll-out to use the contact of practice, in identifying any possible amendments which may be required for the smooth running of the policy. This is already being trialled in pioneer schools across Wales and has according to the local Gwyrosydd Primary School, Swansea staff, following a recent conversation, been thoroughly successful in terms of pupil achievement.

In conclusion, having considered the research undertaken, it could be suggested that whilst Successful Futures (2015) is the result of a widely investigated and thoroughly considered review of the curriculum in Wales, that the sheer magnitude of this policy, the impact could be detrimental on both the teachers of Wales and also to the future of Wales as a respected country with a viable government assembly.  The failure to complete the proposed implementation of the new curriculum may result in the possibility of Wales being labelled as failures in education and politics. From this research it also appears that teachers could hold the main responsibility for the success of this policy, which has been shown to impact them considerably. The future of Wales is a big obligation to hold, the question remains whether Wales can carry this plan through to the ultimate victory with the possible impacts being minimal.
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