The Handmaids Tale by Margaret Atwood.
The Handmaids tale is set in a dystopian future, where fertility levels have dropped due to pollution and radiation resulting in population decrease. 
The rights of women are continuously diminished, until they are no longer able to own any property. All they have is given to their spouse or closest male relative. 
The all-powerful and highly religious Government force all fertile woman into become ‘Handmaids’, being farmed out to wealthy or high-ranking couples who cannot conceive on their own. The handmaid is used as a surrogate and the baby handed over to the couple when it is born.
Although they are in a position of status, identified by their crimson dresses and ‘winged’ bonnets, to obscure their faces, they are constantly monitored by the ‘Orwellian’ style of Government, unable to go anywhere alone and face extreme, sometimes terminal punishment for any perceived wrong doing. They are reduced to a vessel for carrying a baby. This is highlighted by vicious punishments to hands and feet as this causes extreme pain but no damage to the baby. 
Inspired by the book itself, I decided that the iconic red dress had to be part of the final image but not in a literal sense.
Having encountered the work of William H. Mumler (1832–1884) a spirit photographer who was ultimately arrested for fraud, gave me the idea of the red dress but in ghost like form, implying that she was no longer a fully formed woman. A shadow of her former self.
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Photographer Anna Mika has some exceptional images of derelict builds from across Europe. This links directly to the dystopian future referred to in the book and the uninhabitable areas created by radiation and pollution. This was the inspiration for the background images.
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I decided to visit the copperworks in Swansea, to capture some of the abandoned buildings there.
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The derelict building in the background of the finished image signifies that what was once important is now being neglected and the past priorities are not the same as those of the future.
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