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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

I currently work within children services, however I understand and take on board that it is important that I have knowledge of relevant policies and procedures within adult’s services. I reflect on the importance of knowing the difference between the policies and procedures within childcare and adults as within my current role I am in contact with adults who may be at risk of harm. Within the Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014) It defines an adult as an adult who may be at risk of neglect or abuse, and has a need for care and support. Also the adult may be able to unable to protect themselves from harm.  (Welsh Government, 2019) 

The SSWBA (2014) underpins the law within social services for both adults and children living in Wales. The Act highlights how services should be provided to adults and children living in Wales and how these services are best supporting them. What is also highlighted within the Act is how people who are in need of support these needs do not have to be met by the Local Authority and other agencies can be drawn upon to provide this support.  (Welsh Government 2019). Part 7 of the SSWBA works alongside the procedure, Working Together to Safeguard People (Welsh Government 2016) This procedure replaces the Protection of Vulnerable Adults from Abuse, which was implemented in 2019. This was following the implementation of the SSWBA (2014). 

Within the SSWBA (2014) the local authority have, a duty under S.126 to make enquires where it is suspected that an adult is of risk of harm. If there are reasonable, concerns within the SSWBA (2014) it allows us under S.127 to apply for an adult protection order to ensure the safety of that vulnerable adult if deemed necessary. This also then give us the authority to speak privately to adults who are expected to be at risk. Therefore giving the adult the opportunity to be properly assessed and any actions taken to ensure the adult is safeguarded. 

 The Mental Health Act (MHA, 1983, 2007) and the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) are two very vital legislation that are used within adult’s services where mental health is factor. It is important that the correct procedures and process are used when considering the principles of these Acts and how best to support an adult at risk. These principles should be imbedded in our practice when we are supporting adults by showing them respect and dignity, and efficiency and equality (Welsh Government, 2019). The mental Capacity Act (2005) will often override the Human Rights Act (1998) in particular the person’s rights to liberty. If a person lacks capacity then professionals are able to make decisions on behalf of the person who is lacking capacity to make decisions. The MCA (2005) is there to support people who are not able to make decisions for themselves, therefore putting themselves at risk of harm. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Adult and children safeguarding has some similarities in terms of categories of abuse are the same. Social Services and Well-being Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014). Part 7 of the Act states that children and adult who are classed as vulnerable are treated the same in regards to reporting any concerns of a child or adult who is at risk of harm.  Safeguarding relates to a child under 18, and adult who are over 18 and have concerns around mental capacity. Mental Capacity Act (2005) Where mental capacity is of a concern who will need to establish if the adult understands the risks. If the person is deemed to have capacity and does not want support then they are in their own rights to decline support. (The Human Rights Act 1998). Adults who have capacity have to consent to support and assessment, however children do not need to give consent when safeguarding concerns are identified. 

Within the Human Rights Act (1998) ,  Article 8 it give people the right to a private and family life. It would be an adult’s decision if they decided to be in a relationship that put them at risk. In addition,  children  also have the right to a family life, However if the children are being put a risk of significant  harm children are able to removed from that unsafe situation even if they don’t agree with the decision. 

Social workers who work within children services are able to make decisions about a child in their best interest; furthermore, there is a statutory duty to protect children at risk. There is also a statutory duty that parents engage with service where safeguarding if of a concern. If the support is refused by parents, the local authority can take action to ensure the children is not at risk of harm. (Children Act 1989) 

Within Wales the Wales Safeguarding procedures (2019), gives clear guideline for adult and children whom need safeguarding. Within adults, there are wider types of abuse than in children. Adult safeguarding has added different types of abuse for example controlling behaviour and financial abuse, where within children the abuse types are limited to emotional, sexual, physical and neglect. 
A child’s  ability to make decisions  to make decisions for themselves can be assessed using Gillick competence. This enables us to access a child’s ability to understand any decisions they make.  (NSPCC, 2022) 
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