Joy Davies
1705516
Assignment 1
Portfolio task

ADVERTISMENT STORY
The scene opens on a warm, summer’s day.  The sun glistens down on an idyllic country church.  The is a dove coat on the side, with ‘cooing’ doves flying around.  
The groom arrives dressed in top hat and tails.  His best man is also dressed in finery.  He greets the guests all sporting outrageous hats.  There is young and old.  The bride’s mother arrives with her two sons.  They all enter the church.  
Then the bride with her father arrives, in an old classic car.  She looks radiant in her wedding dress.  She poses for the photographer.  She now enters the church.  We hear the wedding vows being exchanged.  Church bells ring out.  
Then the bride and bride groom emerge.  They take off in a classic car.  A romantic tune is played as they exchange chats and smiles.  They travel past idyllic thatched cottages.  They turn down a long drive.  Then we get a full glimpse of a mock Tudor mansion.  The bride and bride groom step out of the car, while other guests arrive.  The gardens are beautifully landscaped and large.  The many official wedding photos take place here.  
They all enter the impressive mansion.  Inside there is shown oak wood panelling and many features that this place entails.  There is a lovely wood panel staircase, which the bride comes down, to many photographs.
There is an outside shot of the imposing wedding venue.  Then the bride and broom, along with their parents line up to great the guests.  We see a smartly dressed waitress with a tray full of champagne glasses, in her hand.  
The bridal party gets seated at the crisp white linen, top table.  The banqueting hall is covered with solid oak wall panelling, and there are many large leaded windows.  They all enjoy their wedding feast.  The bride and groom cut the simple but elegant wedding cake.  The speeches begin.  First it is the bride’s father; then the bride groom; the bride groom’s father, then lastly the best man.  There is witty anecdotes and laughter.  The best man reads out the many wedding cards.  View from outside again.  
Lou reed song, ‘perfect day’ plays.  We seen the bride groom carrying his bride over the threshold, into a beautiful, tasteful bedroom, before carefully placing her on a Tudor oak four poster bed.  
A nicely spoken man says, ‘for your perfect day, book your wedding venue at the Brockhampton Court Hotel’.  We see a view of the outside at night lit up in lights. 
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Phone calls with my mother
Phone rings.
Esme:
Hello darling, it’s your mother darling.  How are you?
Jane:
Mum, I wish you’d stop ringing me a hundred times a day and leaving messages on my answerphone.
Esme:
But I’m all on my own, darling.  What have you been doing?
Jane:
I’ve been out for lunch, then I’ve been shopping.  Are you alright?
Esme:
Not really, I’ve lost my magnifying glass and I can’t read my ‘people’s friend’.  I bet my carers have stolen them.  There always stealing from me you know.
Jane:
No mum, I don’t think they are.  It’s so cluttered in your room.  You must have just misplaced it.  You have good carers, and Im sure they are trustworthy.
Esme:
Yes utterly!  They are good.  But they are capable of being thieves’ I think.  But I’m all on my own all day with no one to talk to.
Jane:
Well why don’t you go into a care home, if your lonely?  You would have people to talk to.
Esme:
But their all mental in those place’s. You can SHIT OFF	if you going to talk about that.  I never want to talk to you ever again.
(slams phone down)
Phone rings
Jane:
Hello
Esme:
It’s your mother darling, how are you?
Jane:
Did you find your magnifying glass?
Esme:
No, I told you my carers have robbed me.
Jane:
Why would your carers want a magnifying glass?
Esme:
I don’t know.  But how’s Milo’s back today? And has Sam been taken for a walk?
Jane:
Sam’s my partner mum, and Milo’s my dog.
Esme:
Oh yes, of course.
Jane:
I had a chat to your social worker today and expressed my concern over you, that you forgot things.  She said the doctor had talked to you and they had concluded you were just eccentric.
Esme:
I told you I’m not mental, but if your going to talk to people behind my back, I’m going off the phone now.
Next day, new phone call
Jane:
Hello mum, how are you? Found your glass?
Esme:
No, not yet.  I don’t suppose I’ll see that again, now it’s been stolen.
Jane:
Guess what?  I’m planning a trip to India for three months with some friends.
Esme:
Oh no Jane, not India.  Why don’t you go to Devon?  It’s supposed to be nice there, or Cornwall, supposed to be lovely there too.  But don’t go to India.  Oh Jane, you do worry me, tut tut.
Jane:
I’ll be fine, don’t worry.
Esme:
How’s Milo and Sam? Does Sam sleep on you bed? Or on the floor?
Jane:
No, Milo’s my dog, Sam’s my partner.
Esme:
Oh yes, they call it partner’s these days, don’t they.
Jane:
Just a short call tonight, I want to watch something on TV.
Esme:
Oh, ok love, I’ll just go to sleep.
Jane:
I wish you would get a TV to keep you company and pass the time.
Esme:
Oh no, I don’t want a TV.  They make my eyes go funny and give me terrible headaches.  Oh well, night love.  I’ll let you go and watch your tele.
A month later Esme is in hospital.  Jane phones her.
Jane:
Hello mum, how are you?
Esme:
Hello love, my darling daughter. I don’t know where I am.  I don’t like this place.
Jane:
You’re in-hospital mum.  You’re not well, you have Alzheimer’s disease.  Kevin came to see you yesterday and you didn’t recognize him.
Esme:
Oh Kevin my son, oh.  I love you darling and I love all my children, I wouldn’t go on without them.
That night Esme slipped into a coma and died a month later, aged eighty eight.

 
 



PORTFOLIO TASK
COLD COMFORT FARM

Flora is clearly an unusual girl, who knows her own mind.  We meet her, following her father’s funeral.  Mary smiling, her friend is equally outspoken and says to her ‘relatives are always wanting you to go and live with them’.  Flora is definitely different and does not really ‘fit in’.  Mary suggests she gets a job and her own flat.  Besides her income of a hundred pounds a year, Flora is intent on living on her relatives.  There is the first mention of relatives who ‘live on a decaying farm’ in Sussex.
Flora decides to keep her options open and post letters to her various relatives, explaining her circumstances.  She remarks that if her third cousins called Seth or Reuben, who might be to Flora, ‘highly-sexed’ young men living on farms.  Mary suggests ‘there are sure to be masses of mud’. 
The seemingly sophisticated, Flora, Turn’s down the third letter she receives from ‘her mother’s cousin in south Kensington’, which appears to be the most appropriate place for her to live, except she would have to share a room with a parrot.  Flora receives the last letter, which is written by an ‘illiterate hand’.  There seems to be a mystery enveloped in the letter, which probably entices the flippant and naïve Flora. 
The expectation is that Flora will go and live on the farm in Sussex.  She will probably find it difficult but will try and convert her rustic relatives into some kind of civility.  I think the young male farmers will find her attractive and enticing.  She may superficially flirt with them but find them far too unsophisticated to be marriage material.  She will, I think, be partially amused and disgusted by her relatives who live on a very decaying farm but take it all in her stride. 
The title of the book it’s self, ‘Cold Comfort Farm’, gives us a clue, that things will be uncomfortable for Flora.  Life on the decaying farm in Sussex, will not be a breeze for her.  But she appears strong willed and single minded and is not afraid of an adventure.  We may predict that life, sharing a room with a parrot in south Kensington might have suited her better.  But Flora has definatly ‘got her own mind’. So, she defies her friend, Mary’s obvious suggestion of finding a job and getting a flat of her own.
The mode of the except is whimsical, comedic and light-hearted.  Flora is obviously a strong character.  She is not conventional.  Perhaps Flora is drawn to the unusualness of ‘Cold Comfort Farm’.  It’s a quirky piece of work.
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PORTFOLIO TASK
EXPLORING THE RHETORIC OF PERUASION

I am going to look at the use and effectiveness of rhetoric in two contrasting pieces of writing.
The first example is two excerpts from ‘Bringers of the Dawn’.  It is written from the point of view of the ‘Pliedians’.  Who are purported to come from extra-terrestrial origins.
The second example is two journalistic reports, from two separate source, covering the topic of female genital mutilation.  One in Indonesia and the second in Gambia.  The task is to examine how persuasive they are.
The most obvious difference in approach between the two examples is in their use of proofs and references.  The first example relies entirely on bold statement, with no supporting evidence and no recourse to fact-checking.  It uses repetition as a hypnotic tool in order to reinforce statements as well as choosing to use phrases such as ‘prime creator’ and ‘first cause’ as pronouns in order to implicate authority or importance, without any explanation of what is meant by the phrases.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In contrast, the second example only uses pronouns for grammatical purposes and quotes traceable sources such as government organisations, relevant authorities as well as primary sources from community justifications such as, ‘it is well established’, and ‘it is agreed across large swathes of the world’, are used to convince the reader of the validity of their personal perspectives.  The facts seem to be verifiable and where western centric subjectivity is apparent the tone indicates that this is seen through the cultural lenses of the writer.
In conclusion, the two examples are at opposable ends of the spectrum as regards to the way they attempt to make their arguments.
The first example relies entirely on rhetoric to lull the reader into believing the story, in contrast to the second example where authorities cited are traceable and direct quotes are used.  Where a statement represent a persons opinion it is clearer in the BBC excerpt but generally speaking the arguments used in the second example are much more effective and make the narrative much more persuasive and convincing.
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