Assessment 1: To conduct a gendered reading of a Dead Sea Scroll, focusing particularly on the themes of, Gender, Violence, Purity/Impurity, Disability and the Construction of the body in the following text:

The War Scroll (1QM VI, 11b – VII, 7)

VI. 11b The horsemen, including the mounts of the men of the rule, shall be six thousand, five hundred for a tribe. All the mounts which go out 12 for the battle with the skirmishers shall be male horses, swift of foot, soft of mouth, long of breath, in the full measure of their days, drilled for battle,13 trained to the hearing of [n]oises and to the sight of all scenes. Those riding on them shall be men of worth for the battle, drilled to the mount and the measure of 14 their days shall be from thirty years to forty-five years. The horsemen of the rule shall be from forty years to fifty; they 15 and the moun[ts] […] and helmets and leggings, equipped in their hand with round shields and a spear eight cubi[ts] long […]16 […] a bow and arrows and war javelins. All of them shall be ready in […] 17 and to shed the blood of the slain of their guiltiness. They are the ones who […] 18 […]  […] 

VII. 1 The men of the rule shall be from forty years to fifty. Those who order the camps shall be from fifty years to sixty. The officers 2 shall also be from forty years to fifty. All those who strip the slain, seize plunder, purify the land, keep watch over the weapons 3 and the one who prepares the provisions, all of them shall be from twenty-five years to thirty. No young boy or woman shall enter their camps when they leave 4 Jerusalem to go to battle until their return. Neither lame, nor blind, nor crippled, nor a man in whose flesh there is a permanent blemish, nor a man stricken by some uncleanliness 5 in his flesh, none of them shall go to battle with them. They shall all be volunteers for war, perfect ones of spirit and flesh, and ready for the Day of Vengeance. Any 6 man who is not purified from a (bodily) discharge on the day of the battle shall not go down with them, for the holy angels are together with their hosts. There shall be a distance7  between all their camps and the place of the hand two thousand cubits or so. No indecent nakedness shall be seen in the surroundings of all their camps  […]

