“The benefits of hosting major sports events far outweigh the costs.”
Critically evaluate the above statement by drawing on appropriate case studies, academic literature, and industry & government publications.  Finish your answer by drawing your own evidence based conclusions, followed by recommendations for how the Welsh Government can best support the hosting of major sports events. 
Your answer should be underpinned with appropriate references to academic literature to validate your analysis. 

Hosting major sporting events can have a range of benefits as listed on the ‘Economics’ website. Examples can be tourism, tourist income, long term investment, raises profile of the country and city etc.  
The UK government have stated that “hosting major events plays a vital role in preparing our athletes for success, enhancing the economic impact of sport and providing a platform for inspiring those that experience them.” (HM Government, 2015)Furthermore, this quote shows that the UK government are stating that hosting the major events help prepare their home-grownathletes for success and can help enhance and promote sport. 
Jobs 
One of the benefits that hosting a major sporting event can give is jobs and income to the people who need it. For example, hosting a tournament which usually lasts for a month minimum can help generate an income for the people who needs jobs for the summer such as the younger generation. Also, before the event even takes place, building and planning for the lead up to the event can provide a high range of jobs. We can tell this from the quote “The several years of planning and investment will help create jobs and can revitalise depressed cities”(Pettinger, 2019). Furthermore, the quote “It is estimated the London Olympics 2012, will create 8,000 full-time jobs and lead to a boost in economic output of close to £2bn” (Pettinger, 2019) shows the figure of jobs it can potentially create and economic growth which is a target for the UK government.  
Economic 
The economic growth is a target for the UK government, and it can 100% achieve into a positive figure but has its flaws. For example, the quote “The Olympics will see a surge in visitors, athletes and media. This will provide an increase in spending and injection of money into the local economy.”(Pettinger, 2019) shows the benefits which are all attention on the city and country that host the major sporting event which means media, advertisement, sponsors etc and money spending by the public and everyone involved in the event. The flaw is that the event will only last a couple of weeks or up to a month which means it is only a ‘short term’ growth you can say. We can tell this from the quote “this injection of money, will only be short-term (a few weeks) and make little overall impact on the wider economy”(Pettinger, 2019). So, whoever the host is they will be trying to make a significant impact economically in a short amount of time, too short to make an impact on the wider economy. 
Tourism  
The quote “Whether the event is the world cup, a city-wide marathon, or a small town football game, sports tourism can have huge effects on a community” (Sports Tourism - Long-Term Community Benefits | SFM, 2017) states that tourism can have huge effects on a community in a sporting event. Some of the benefits of tourism in sporting events can be revenue. For example, whenever you got to a major sports event whoever you are, you are likely to spend money. It can be a range of things from food and drink to hotels, tickets for the event and of course travel cost. The quote “When someone travels to a different city for a sporting event, they are likely to spend money. They will need lodging which brings revenue to local hotels, and food which brings revenue to local restaurants” (Sports Tourism - Long-Term Community Benefits | SFM, 2017) shows some of the examples on how tourists are likely to spend their money on. Another benefit of tourism can be tourists visiting major culture and historic sites in the city and country. The quote “take the time to visit other attractions in your city and experience the local culture and history. Afterwards, word-of-mouth or social media posts about your city can attract other tourists” (Sports Tourism - Long-Term Community Benefits | SFM, 2017) shows this. Furthermore, the social media attraction can easily grow the city and country into being a ‘must see attraction’ which can help long term with tourists visiting the country when there is not even a sports event taking place there. 
UK Government  
The Government always see the benefits to hosting a major sports event within their countries England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. We can tell from the quote “The Government has long championed the wide-ranging benefits of hosting major sports events. They build stronger communities, improve mental and physical wellbeing, and inspire the next generation”(Major Sporting Events: Report into Soft Power, Trade and Investment Benefits to the UK, 2021). Another benefit they have stated is that “the report concludes that major sporting events in the coming decade have the potential to deliver £4 billion in soft power, trade and investment impacts for the UK” (Major Sporting Events: Report into Soft Power, Trade and Investment Benefits to the UK, 2021). This shows that the huge significant fee that can help finance investments for the future of sporting events and deliver soft power and trade impacts for the UK. 
 
To conclude this, I feel the Welsh Government hosting major sporting events can only impact them for the greater good. You see the examples of countries hosting the major sports that might not have a higher sporting background or pedigree to a country like Wales, whose football team have seen recent success at the European championships. They can implement a plan that can help attract the major governing bodies by showing what they can offer, for example building more stadiums and arenas. 
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Complete an environmental (PEST) and situational (SWOT) analysis of the City and County of Swansea as a host venue for major sport events.  Based on your findings identify a suitable sports event that Swansea could feasibly host and clarify the event’s concept and objectives.    
Your answer should be underpinned with appropriate references to academic literature to validate your analysis and choice of event.

Pest  
Political 
· Environmental issues such as the weather 
· Funding supported by the local council of Swansea and Welsh government 
Economic 
Social  
Technological  
 
SWOT 
Strengths 
· Amazing culture and cite seeing 
· Historic landmarks such as ‘the Gower’. 
· A range of 3G, 4G pitches 
· A range of facilities 
· Outdoor environments such as the beach, parks, grass pitches   
Weaknesses  
· Not the capital city of Wales 
· A city that does not have a big identity. 
· Few ‘world class’ facilities. 
· Only two stadiums if you want to count St. Helens as a stadium. 
Opportunities 
· Can create an incredibly good tourist attraction 
· Can host international games such as rugby and football 
· Use the facilities they already have 
Threats  
· With Cardiff being the Capital city that can have a negative impact on Swansea, with Swansea being more overlooked. 
· If the event magnitude is massive, Swansea might need to increase the quality and number of their facilities. 
 
I think Swansea could feasibly host a professional boxing card/event at the Swansea.com stadium. I believe this because the stadium itself is a big, excellent, and not too old of a facility.It is around a 21,000-thousand-seater stadium plus if it is hosting a boxing card the seating on the pitch (ground level) can increase the number of watchers. 
It is a short term event for one night so tourists you come to Swansea for the day can see major attractions such as the Gower, beaches, and food and drink offerings at wind street. 
Also, can create a day work job for the younger generation to get a taste of work experience which short term, will help them for the future. The quote “especially young people and those who have been out of the job market for some time are given opportunities of meaningful training and employment” (Swansea - Beyond bricks and mortar, n.d.)by the Swansea Council show that the community of Swansea can have opportunities, especially with hosting a major boxing event. 
Hosting a professional card 'can put Swansea on the map' for hosting more events in the future and creating a bigger facility to host a higher magnitude fight. 
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