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Introduction
The purpose of the criminal justice system is to maintain the law and keep peace in society by holding those who break the law responsible for their actions. A Crown Prosecutor is an important person in this process and has a big influence on whether a criminal case goes to trial or not. Deciding whether to press charges and providing evidence in court against accused criminals is the job of a Crown Prosecutor. In this essay, discussion is made of different aspects of what a Crown Prosecutor does and how they decide if someone should be charged with a crime in England and Wales.
The Role of a Crown Prosecutor
A Crown Prosecutor is a lawyer selected by the government to speak for the community during criminal trials (Ryan, 2022). Their main responsibility is to make sure that the law is followed and that fairness is achieved. To bring people who are thought to have committed crimes to court and make sure they are found guilty, Crown Prosecutors work with the criminal justice system and alongside law enforcement groups (Ryan, 2022).
Crown Prosecutors' Code: 
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) in the England and Wales follows the rules set out in the Code for Crown Prosecutors. The Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP), has the power to publish a set of rules called the Code for Crown Prosecutors. This is allowed under a law called the Prosecution of Offences Act 1985 (The Code for Crown Prosecutors. 8th edition 2018). In this Code, Suspect: someone suspected of committing a crime; defendant: accused or called to court; offender: admitted or proven guilty; victim: someone harmed by a crime or reports a case (The Code for Crown Prosecutors. 8th edition 2018). 
This law sets out the two-step evaluation that Crown Prosecutors must go through. The Public Interest Test happens after the Evidential Test in the process.



Key Responsibilities of a Crown Prosecutor:
· Examining Police Investigations: 
The Crown Prosecutor investigates crimes independently after police reports, ensuring a balance between police powers and individual rights. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) codes of practice include Codes A, B, C, D, and F, which cover stopping, searching, detention, treatment, questioning, and identification. Codes E and F record interviews, arrest power, and detention under the Terrorism Act 2000 (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984). Furthermore, the arrest power of police requires legal authority, with warrant s1MCA 1980 and without s24-PACE. 
Henceforth, to decide if there is enough evidence to continue with a criminal charge, the Crown Prosecutor looks at the evidence collected by the police, like interviews with witnesses, scientific reports, and other important documents (Ryan, 2022).
· Determining how to charge if a person found guilty: 
It depends on the nature of the crime committed by a suspect if a crime is not serious like traffic offence they appear in the Magistrates Court, on the other side, most serious types of offences such as, murder can be dealt with Crown Court. It is necessary to mention here that under para 3.1 PACE Code C that suspects to be informed of their rights for legal advice etc. For example, the Code C:3.4 says inform suspects grounds of arrest, s56 says inform someone about the interest and s58 means give access to solicitor. 
The Crown Prosecutor evaluates evidence of guilt based on quality, validity, defenses, and public interest. They consider individual rights and public interests when acquitting someone of a crime. The Probation Service compiles reports on defendants during case hearings, focusing on the backgrounds, criminal records, and potential re-offending. The Legal Aid Agency (LAA) funds legal services for criminal suspects since April 2013 (Legal Aid Statistics in England and Wales Legal Aid Agency 2013-2014).
· Court case preparation and presentation: 
Defendants must appear before a Magistrates court before charges are classified. Magistrates are appointed by Lord Chancellor and the community, but not legally qualified. Justice of peace judges possess six key citizenship qualities and usually sit as a bench of three (Courts and Tribunal Judiciary, 2013). However, District Judges are legally qualified and sit alone. 
In crown court, indictable cases are presented, and if the Crown Prosecutor decides to proceed, the case is prepared for trial. This involves research, witness interviews, and legal questions. The Crown Prosecutor, a lawyer, supports the state by presenting evidence, asking witnesses, and proving guilt. They also consider the possibility of bail under the (Bail Act 1976), subject to the crime's nature and circumstances.
· Reaching Plea Agreements: 
The crown prosecutor and defense attorney sometimes discuss reaching an agreement in the case. A plea bargain is when the person accused of a crime agrees to admit they did something wrong but to a smaller offense or only certain parts of the story, in exchange for a shorter amount of time in prison (The Code for Crown Prosecutors. 8th edition 2018). Plea deals can lead to faster outcomes and save time and money.
· Serving the best interest of the society: 
Crown prosecutors must focus on serving the best interests of the public. This means considering not only how good the evidence is, but also how the case will affect the neighborhood, the person who was hurt, and the person who is being accused (Paradine and Wilkinson, 2004). The person in charge of prosecuting criminals must think about these things when deciding what to do in cases where serious crimes were committed or cases that many people care about.
· Appeals: 
The Crown Prosecutor can deal with cases where someone who was found not guilty or given a soft punishment wants to challenge that decision because there was a mistake or legal issue during their trial (Ryan, 2022). A higher court will listen to legal arguments when people disagree with the previous decision and want to appeal.


· Ethical Responsibilities: 
Crown prosecutors have to act fairly, without favoring any side, and follow the law. They must meet high ethical standards. They should give the defense all important information, even if it weakens the prosecution's argument and stops an unfair trial for the defendant (Paradine and Wilkinson, 2004).
Tests Used When Making Charging Decisions
Crown prosecutors often use specific guidelines to decide if there is enough evidence to proceed with a criminal case (Ryan, 2022). While these rules may vary depending on the location, their basic ideas are always identical. Standardized tests or exams that evaluate a person's knowledge or skills. These assessments are commonly used to measure a person's understanding of a subject or their ability to perform certain tasks: Here are the particular tests as discussed below:
· Justifiable and Probable Grounds: 
In countries that follow common law, it is common for prosecutors to use this rule. They have to decide if there are good reasons to believe that the person accused of the crime actually did it (Ryan, 2022). Although there is a stronger level of suspicion, it is not enough to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt and secure a conviction. 
· Full Code Test: 
According to the Full Code Test, which is used in some jurisdictions, the Crown Prosecutor needs to decide if there is sufficient evidence to have a good chance of obtaining a conviction (cps.gov.uk, 2018). This test is harder than the reasonable and probable reasons test because the prosecution must consider if the evidence is reliable and any opposing arguments.
· Test of Evidence: 
The main emphasis of the evidential test is to determine if the evidence can be accepted and if it is good enough to be considered reliable. A prima facie case means that if there is no defense or explanation provided, it would result in a guilty verdict. The Crown Prosecutor needs to figure out if the evidence will be allowed in court and if it is enough to prove the case (Ryan, 2022).
· Public Interest Test: 
Crown prosecutors must consider the Public Interest Test and evidence factors. This test involves deciding if it is worth pursuing a case based on various factors, such as how serious the crime is, the harm caused, who is responsible, and how it affected the victim and the community (Ryan, 2022). Furthermore, crown prosecutors consider a suspect’s age and maturity at the time of the offence for the best interests of the child because United Nations 1989 conventions prevent offending children (cps.gov.uk, 2018).  
· Threshold Test:
In some circumstances if the full code test is not possible threshold test carried out to charge a suspect. While taking a threshold test, proper justification is required that on what grounds decisions are taken and in case of bail substantial evidences are considered (The Code for Crown Prosecutors. 8th edition 2018). In order to meet the criteria for making decisions on the threshold test, five conditions are necessary to meet. The conditions are, reasonable grounds, realistic prospect of conviction, seriousness of the case, the Bail Act of 1976 allows for valid reasons to refuse bail and gather more evidence to increase conviction chances (The Code for Crown Prosecutors. 8th edition 2018).
Conclusion
In simple words, a Crown Prosecutor is an important part of the criminal justice system. Their job is to make sure that the law is followed and that fairness is maintained in the courts. They are in charge of reviewing the police investigations, deciding whether to press charges, preparing and presenting cases in court, discussing settlement agreements, and working towards the well-being of the public. Deciding whether to press criminal charges involves using different tests, like the reasons test, whole code test, evidence test, the public interest test and threshold test. These tests help determine if there is enough evidence to go ahead with the charges. These assessments ensure that cases are carefully and fairly examined before going to court, taking into consideration the needs of the public, the victim, and the accused person.
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