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The Shortest History of Germany was written by British historian, former professor in German language and literature, and now novelist, James Hawes. The aim of this book is to provide a brief introduction for the everyday reader to the vast history of the German people across time. The history starts in the 5th Century BC and moves on to the Modern Day prior to the books release in 2017. 
Hawes offers a concise popular history using narrative story telling as opposed to a conventional academic text. Whilst maintaining a factual style of writing throughout most of the book, the author, Hawes breaks the flow of the summary at times to add his own thoughts and beliefs on the subject being discussed.
The writer, Hawes, makes great use of images of maps and artifacts to keep the reader, not only interested, but also to help provide additional context about the events and locations described. Whilst students and non-academics alike will find these useful, an academic may take issue with the lack of references or bibliographies anywhere throughout this book. Even though this book is marketed as a historical summary, it delves deep into German politics and geography. 	
The author breaks from a neutral stance of writing present throughout in the majority of the book to show a personal bias against the Prussian and the Protestant parts of German history, and because of this the book’s tone changes as a result. This bias may be due to being born Catholic and educated in post war England where Germany was still regarded with a tainted reputation from aggressive actions in the second world war. Hawes puts forth some controversial statements throughout this book. For example, the author dismisses the complexities of the Hussite rebellion in Bohemia as a mere “Slav pushback” against German domination, and claims that it was actually just another aspect of the 'ancient' German-Slavic conflict beyond the Elbe (Hawes, 2017 p.62). By omitting the religious undertones that sparked this conflict as described in The Hussite Wars (Lützow, 1914), Hawes does the reader a disservice by not providing key information that is vital for a full understanding of this particular conflict. This is only one such instance in which Hawes does this particularly in the later part of his book. Such extra details however are likely to detract from his selling point as the shortest history and make the book longer than he wished. 
To summarize this book is entertaining and somewhat informative to read for someone with only a basic knowledge of German history. However, it, would be difficult to use this as a source of reference for any student assignments on this subject given the generalised content and the lack of academic references. A more important issue is that the ‘shortest history’ format is unable to provide a comprehensive account with key parts of German history being completely omitted. The genre of popular histories has a place as can seen by the popularity by the works of Dan Snow and other writers that have inspired the younger generations (Snow and Snow, 2004). Hawes’ work was accessible and interesting for someone new to the topic and can serve as a spring board for a more in-depth search into the topic.
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