SJSS5002 2019-20: Assignment 1 Guidance
Adopting a Sociological Lens or a lens used in the social sciences
There are 4 main lenses or perspectives you could choose from in order to help you address the assignments question:
Adopting a specific sociological theoretical ‘lens’ of your choice critically explore one of the following contemporary issues in society:
· ‘Disablism’
· ‘Poverty Porn and/or Charity Porn’
· ‘Compassion fatigue’

Within sociological theory there are four main perspectives.  These four main perspectives, or lenses are:

· Structural Functionalism (macro theory, organic, norms, traditions, like the human body, looking at society as a whole)

· Critical Theory (reflective, critical, social sciences and humanities, neo-marxist, Frankfurt School, Gramsci, Habermas)

· Symbolic Interactionism (mid 20C derived from pragmatism, the meanings that things have to people, informed by what meaning society gives to those items, study of human life and human conduct, people as actors rather than slavish avatars, linked to the social construction of reality, physical objects, social objects and abstract objects)

· Feminism (people treated equally, with respect, pro equality, men can be feminist, means different things to different people, a popular concept)

You will need to engage in some personal reflection and analysis of your own perspective, to enable you to locate yourself in relation to sociological theory.  This will help you to identify an appropriate lens through which to explore and analyse the issue you choose to focus on.

To illustrate sources of theory which are available to underpin your research I have included a number of journal articles in Moodle.  It is necessary for you to embark upon your journey through a process of reading, reflection and analysis.  If you work diligently at these tasks you will have every chance of making a success of the assignment.

As your ideas emerge, please be prepared to share them in our 3rd hour sessions, this collective and collaborative approach to problem solving can be a very powerful learning tool.

Darrel
01267 676808
[bookmark: _GoBack]d.g.williams@uwtsd.ac.uk
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