Morgan Llyr Phillips 1600309

[image: cid:image001.jpg@01D071EF.9AC33070]
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION PROPOSAL FORM/
FFURFLEN GYNNIG TRAETHAWD HIR ISRADDEDIG
Theology and Religious Studies
Diwinyddiaeth ac Astudiaethau Crefyddol

Name/Enw: Morgan Llyr Phillips
Student number/ Rhif myfyriwr: 1600309
Working title/Teitl arfaethedig: Is the United Kingdom more Anti-Semitic in the 21st Century?

PROPOSAL/CYNNIG (To include aim, methodology, main theories and indicative bibliography / i gynnwys amcan, prif ddamcaniaethau, methodoleg, a llyfryddiaeth arwyddol)















Are there any ethical considerations associated with your proposal?/A oes unrhyw ystyriaethau moesegol ynghlwm wrth eich cynnig?
/NO		NAC OES
Dissertation Proposal
Following my research and readings into numerous different topics regarding what I could discuss for my dissertation, I decided that I would focus on the subject of Anti-Semitism within the United Kingdom. The working title of my dissertation will be the following;
‘Is the United Kingdom more Anti-Semitic in the 21st Century?’
Dissertation Outline
Anti-Semitism has been a very controversial subject for the Jewish Communities living in the United Kingdom, it has also played a large role in the history of the Jewish people for thousands of years. I have decided to choose this subject as I want to explore if the United Kingdom has become more anti-Semitic as society has grown and become more multicultural compared to its heavily Christian orientated society in the past. The dissertation will allow me to explore the history of anti-Semitism in the United Kingdom dating all the way back to when the first Jewish settlements in England were recorded. To answer the question if the United Kingdom is more anti-Semitic in the 21st Century this dissertation will allow me to research into the different aspects of modern British society, this includes exploring the British news media as well as exploring the fact if they are purposely over exaggerating the issue of anti-Semitism in the United Kingdom. 
To conclude this dissertation and to answer my question I will compare the anti-Semitism which has taken place over the history of the United Kingdom to the current more modern views which are being expressed in the 21st Century. After the comparison I will be able to finally draw the dissertation to a conclusive end with a suitable answer to the question. 
Methodology
The Methodological approach that I will be taking in this dissertation will be both library/literature and internet based. By using the library as one of my main sources of research, I will have an extensive access to a number of pieces of literature which will aid me in my research into the subject of anti-Semitism within the United Kingdom. I will also be taking advantage of the use of the internet as it allows me to access a numerous amount of sources regarding anti-Semitism. By using both of these research methods I will be able to answer the question that this dissertation sets out to achieve. 
When researching into the history of anti-Semitism in the United Kingdom I will be primarily using literature as my main source of information. One author’s work that I will be focusing on is Dan Cohn-Sherbok, he has published a number of books regarding the subject of anti-Semitism such as ‘The Paradox of anti-Semitism’, ‘Anti-Semitism: A History’ and ‘The Crucified Jew: Twenty Centuries of Christian Anti-Semitism’. These books by Cohn-Sherbok give an insight to the history of anti-Semitism which took place in both the United Kingdom and Europe during the medieval period leading up to the 20th Century. Dan Cohn-Sherbok is a reliable and respected Jewish Professor, so using his published literature as one of my main sources of information will be ideal for my research into the subject of anti-Semitism.
For my second chapter when I research into Anti-Semitism within the United Kingdom in the 21st century, I will be using a mix of both library and internet based sources for my research into this area. Another author’s work that I will be focusing on is David Hirsh, he is a Sociology lecturer from the Goldsmiths College, University of London. Hirsh has published works regarding the subject of anti-Semitism, one of these books that I will be using as research in this chapter includes ‘Contemporary Left Antisemitism’. I will also be using the internet as means for research as it will allow me to collect and examine a numerous amount of different media sources which will aid me in my dissertation. An example of one of the sources that I would find on the internet would be the news articles published by the British News media regarding anti-Semitism.
When it comes to using the internet as one of my key research methods, I will have to make sure that my resources are a reliable source of information which can be used in my dissertation. When it comes time to use online news articles as sources in my second chapter, I am going to have to clearly state the political views of that organization publishing the article. This will allow the reader to clearly understand if the online source has a bias regarding the subject of anti-Semitism or not. 
 Dissertation Structure
For my dissertation I will be splitting my work into three key sections. I will first begin with an introduction which will discuss and introduce the topic of anti-Semitism, then the three chapters which will be the bulk of dissertation and finally a conclusion. 
· History of Anti-Semitism in the United Kingdom - The first chapter will primarily focus on the history of anti-Semitism and its origin within the United Kingdom and medieval Europe.
· Modern Anti-Semitism in the United Kingdom - The second chapter of the dissertation will focus on anti-Semitism in the United Kingdom during the 21st Century. I will explore topics such as the anti-Semitism which is portrayed in the British news media as well as the anti-Semitism which can be found in the political parties like the Labour party.
· Comparing historical and modern British Anti-Semitism - The aim of the third and final chapter of the dissertation is to compare the two time periods discussed in the previous two chapters and to see when anti-Semitism was more prevalent. 
Conclusion
The reason that I chose to investigate into this topic for my dissertation, is because I believe that modern anti-Semitism is an issue which needs to be investigated. The aim of this dissertation is to find out if anti-Semitism is still as prevalent in the 21st century as it was previously in the history of the United Kingdom. After exploring the history of British anti-Semitism in the first chapter of the dissertation and comparing it to my research in the second chapter I should finally be able to draw a conclusive answer to my original question.
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