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The role of moral and environmental obligation in American Transcendentalism.


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion
1. The exploration of moral and environmental obligation in the American philosophical transcendentalism movement.

2. To consider the notion of transcendental experiences as a conduit for the exercise of, in particular, environmental obligations.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The transcendentalist movement in America (1820s – 1840s) was associated primarily with the poet Ralph Waldo Emerson; the naturalist and political theorist Henry David Thoreau and feminist theorist Margaret Fuller. In contrast to the empiricists and rationalists, the transcendentalists doubted knowledge gained from earlier sense-experience, logic and reason. They claimed that intuition or personal revelation should be the source of knowledge and truth. Philosophical tradition claimed that we could rely on the fact that the nature of our experiences and reality could be described linguistically. Indeed, for Plato, The Forms could be discovered through philosophical analysis. 
Transcendentalism changed this focus. Today, in America, Transcendentalism no longer appears to remain as a specific doctrine but is felt to be foundational to many movements which continue to oppose the dominant culture. It is believed that Thoreau’s writings in particular both shaped the civil rights movement through passive resistance and the underpinning ideas of the modern-day ecology movement.
This dissertation will begin by exploring the main ideas of the transcendentalist movement in American focussing specifically on the writings of Emerson and Thoreau. Both of whom acknowledged the importance, beauty and inherent goodness of nature, leading of course to Thoreau living for a year by Walden pond: a year spent living simply and with intention.
American Transcendentalism became the cornerstone of environmental and conservationist movements through its art and literature showing nature with its wild and untamed landscapes and in that sense is not too dissimilar to the British and German Romanticism movements. The transcendentalists were also very active socially in supporting the abolition of slavery, the emancipation of women and the resistance to immoral and unjust government actions. 
Exploration of the moral and environmental obligations we have to ourselves and to others will provide the foundation for considering if and how transcendentalism remains relevant today.
Henry David Thoreau, in particular considers the importance of transcendental experience. Those experiences which are ineffable; unable to be captured in words but which have a transcendent quality. These experiences are important to living a good life and can be found even in the most mundane of everyday tasks. In a world where, it could be argued, we live average lives consisting mainly of working and shopping; accruing material goods in a global world; a data driven world; a world suffused with politics and social media, and ‘fake news’, perhaps we are losing the ability to engage in transcendental experiences. Indeed, do we know what they are anymore?
This will form the main focus of my research: I will claim that human beings have a disconnect to nature and the environment and my main argument will be to investigate if this disengagement is due to a lack of these transcendent human experiences. Furthermore, if we were able to experience this particular category of human experience would any obligation to act responsibly towards the environment be more motivating.
The research will be undertaken employing a thematic commentary as I believe this to be the most appropriate methodology for the chosen subject matter. A further thematic analysis of the findings will inform my closing remarks.
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