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Element 1

Poster – Outlining good practice in terms of supporting learners with a specific learning need 
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Element 2
Essay - Explore the wide and complex spectrum of additional needs
This essay explores the wide and complex spectrum of additional learning needs (ALN). It will look at how research and a greater understanding has influenced important changes by the implementation and awareness of theories, policies and procedures that are helping to reform ALN resulting in ALN learners to achieve more positive outcomes. 
ALN is when a learner has a learning difficulty or disability that results in them finding the learning, or environments significantly more challenging than other learners of the same age. Areas of need could include one or more of the following: communication and interaction; cognition and learning; behaviour, emotional and social development; sensory and/or physical. Because of these needs, a statuary support plan called additional learning provisions (ALP) will be put in place to support and help the learner to be able to equally access the learning, resulting in every learner being included fairly (Welsh Government, 2021, p.2 and 45).
Society and the education system has greatly evolved over the years. The Salamanca Statement (1994) set out a framework of action that was needed to ensure equality and inclusion for all learners regardless of “their physical, intellectual, social, emotional, linguistic and other conditions” be able to fairly access any education setting (CSIE, n.d.)  It is important that education settings adhere to the equality act 2010 and it is vital that education settings continue to expand their knowledge and awareness on disability and change their attitudes and adapt more positive and respectful language when talking about/ to ALN learners by following the social model. The social model sees problems as a ‘disabling world’ meaning that society and the environment are the problems, not the disability. It is a positive way of thinking and involves creating solutions to remove the barriers and ensure all learners are included and therefore given equal opportunity (Disability Wales, n.d.).  
The Welsh Government (2022), has also recognised the need for a more unified system, that is more fairer, quicker and easier for learners to access any ALP that is needed and to provide better communication and access for multiagency that are involved. This has resulted in combining and evolving Special Education Needs and Learning Difficulties and/ or Disabilities into the new and improved Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018.
The Additional Learning Needs code of practice has been produced containing guidance and requirements to help ensure learners with ALN regardless of severity or complexity, from the age of 0-25 years old are fully included within the education system (Welsh Government, 2021, P.47). 
The framework for the code of practice has stemmed from a focus on the importance of the rights of children. Some of the key rights that have been written by UNICEF (1992) include “Article 2 – Non-discrimination”, “Article 12 – respect the views of the child”, “Article 23 – children with a disability,“Article 28 – right to education” and “Article 29 – Goals of Education”. Learners with ALN have a right to be included and should have an opportunity to voice their views and opinions. Within education this is done through a person-centred approach. 
The theory on Person-centred approach was researched and created by Carl Rogers (1959). Rogers explains that it is important that we focus on the learner for who they are and to not define them by their diagnosis. To do this we must be congruent, empathetic and respectful towards the learner (Bates, 2019, p.64-65). This is evident with the use of One Page Profiles (OPP), which is included in the individual development plan (IDP). OPP focuses on what people like and admire about the learner, what is important to and for the learner and how best to support the learner. This focuses on the strengths and positives of the learner and how best to support them as an individual to be able to reach their full potential. OPP is a very effective way of communicating some of the important information between learners, education staff, parents and any other multi-agency staff who may be involved within supporting the learner. It is also recognised that this document can change as and when the learner feels something needs to be added or taken off (Welsh Government, 2015, p.3-4). 
A major focus within the framework is to ensure that ALN learners are identified early so that interventions and preventions can be put into place sooner which will result in more positive outcomes and experiences, which means the ALN learner has an equal and fairer opportunity to reach their full potential. Abraham Maslow’s theory on hierarchy pyramid of needs (1943) supports this by explaining that once a learner’s physiological needs, safety needs and need for belonging has been met then the learner will be in a position where they will feel motivated and able to learn (McLeod, 2022).
When supporting ALN leaners within an education setting there are many theories that can be adopted to help deliver effective learning that will not only benefit ALN learners, but all learners. 
One theory is Lev Vygotsky’s scaffolding theory on the Zones of Proximal Development (1978). The focus of this theory is that the task is broken down to help keep learners motivated by focusing on the individual’s level of problem solving. First step is to look at what the learner already knows and can do independently, then moves onto what they can achieve with support and learning from others and then lastly looking at what their current struggles are and how they can be safely guided to take a risk to reach a higher level of learning (Bates, 2019, p.48-49).
Another theory that is very popular within education settings is Burrhus Fredric Skinner’s theory on Operant Conditioning (1948). Skinner believes that by using positive language and reinforcement then learners are more likely to want to engage and learn as they feel a sense of belonging and in turn this will help to encourage learners and build their confidence and self-esteem (McLeod, 2018). 
To conclude ALN within education is reforming to ensure equality, fairness and inclusion throughout regardless of how severe or complex the learner’s needs are. The rights and views of the learner should be respected and valued for their individuality, and they should not be defined by their needs, especially as all learners are different. 
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Element 3 
Explore and summarise the additional learning needs of a pupil using a person centred planning approach. 
(Based upon Section 1C IDP : Profile (About me) 
and
 2A IDP : Description of the child or young person’s additional learning needs (ALN))

	
Section 1C: Profile (About me)

	

• What is important to the learner
My family are important to me I enjoy spending time with them and knowing they are there for me. 
My friends are important to me. I enjoy playing online games with them. I count most of my friends as my family. 
I love animals and I am very knowledgeable about a variety of different animals. I have many pets that are all important to me I have a Siberian Husky called ‘Reggy’. I have two bearded dragons one called ‘Cecil’ and a half leatherback called ‘Toothless’. I have a tortoise called ‘Nancy’ and two axolotls called ‘Shadow’ and ‘Toffee’. I like to help take care of my pets.
It is important to me that I am helpful, I like to make cups of tea/ coffee for my parents. 
It is important to me that I have the opportunity to do things I enjoy like playing on my computer, baking and cooking. 
It is important to and for me that I complete tasks in school. 
It is important to and for me to be healthy.


• What is important for the learner
Have firm, clear and consistent boundaries.
Please be aware I can become frustrated. Please allow me time to calm down before discussing any concerns.
Keep instructions short and repeated. 
Get me to repeat instructions back to check my understanding. 
Allow me time to process information before I respond. 
Please praise me discreetly for effort as well as outcome. 
Please be aware I can get distracted easy so please prompt me to stay on task. 
Use visuals and written instructions. 
Please support me with transition throughout the day as I struggle with busy corridors. 
Give clear, specific instructions.
Use simple language. 
Explain any new vocabulary and check my understanding. 
Support me when working in pairs/ groups. 
Please do not draw attention to me. 
Check in’s for wellbeing and for understanding of work. 
Use coloured over lays. 
 I will ask for help.
Please be aware if I refuse to do work then I am usually dysregulated and so I need time to regulate myself again before I will engage. 
Extra support with literacy. 
When I am stressed I tend to throw things to help regulate.
Be aware I suffer with migraines.
I am working on strategies to help me to regulate like tapping the top of each of my fingers, stroking my finger.
Sessions with Mrs. Bowen (SCC)  


• What is working and should be built on
The techniques and strategies I use to help keep me regulated when I am starting to experience feelings of stress or anxiety. The strategies I use include tapping the top of each finger, stroking finger.
Going outside for break and lunch time – fresh air and being with friends helps to calm me. 
Having an opportunity to go to the Sensory room for Sensory time! This is important to me as I also get support on my social and emotional communication skills. I should continue to have these sessions with the social communication needs champion (SCNC) to further develop these skills through the SCNC introducing social stories, and going through Social Communication Emotional Regulation Transaction Support (SCERTS) action plans, that have been written from the SCNC observing me within my lessons. During these sessions means I also get a chance to speak about myself and talk about any worries or concerns that I might have.
 
• What is not working and needs to change.
Some of my lessons can be challenging with the noise level. Teachers need to be aware of the level of noise and I will also try and use ear buds to try and block out the noise when I need to. 
I am getting easily distracted within some of my lessons. 




	Section 2A: Description of the child or young person’s additional learning needs (ALN)

	
Cognition and Learning


Communication and Interaction


Sensory and/or Physical


Behaviour, Emotional and social development






Element 4 
Discuss the potential support provided to your chosen pupil (utilising the key principles, approaches and policies that guide inclusive practice).
Based upon Section 2B IDP : Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

I have provided 4 section boxes in this template 2B1, 2B2, 2B3, 2B4. 
This will provide space for 4 ALPs

If you require more, copy and paste the section box as needed – each ALP should be contained in its’ own individual section box. 

n.b. Each section box contains 858 title words – these do not count towards your word count for this element



	Section 2B1: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B1.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	

	2B1.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B1.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B1.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B1.5) Start date:
	2B1.6) End / Review date:

	
	Yes / No
	
	
	

	2B1.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	

	Section 2B2: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B2.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	

	2B2.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B2.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B2.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B2.5) Start date:
	2B2.6) End / Review date:

	
	Yes / No
	
	
	

	2B2.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	

	Section 2B3: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B3.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	

	2B3.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B3.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B3.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B3.5) Start date:
	2B3.6) End / Review date:

	
	Yes / No
	
	
	

	2B3.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	

	Section 2B4: Description and delivery of the child or young person’s additional learning provision (ALP)

	2B4.1) Intended outcome:

These outcomes should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Timebound).
	

	2B4.2) ALP to be provided:
This should include how often (daily, weekly); the type of support; who provides the support. The description of the Additional Learning Provision (ALP) should be very clear and precise, the above could then be split into smaller goals and targets.
	2B4.3) Should the ALP be provided in Welsh?
	2B4.4) Organisation/
Service to provide the ALP, (e.g. NHS, Inclusion Service, Specialist Teacher, etc.):
	2B4.5) Start date:
	2B4.6) End / Review date:

	
	Yes / No
	
	
	

	2B4.7) Rationale for the ALP listed above:
If there is a difference of opinion it should be recorded here e.g. a difference of opinion between the child, child’s parent or young
person and professionals. The section could explain how different opinions have been taken into consideration before a particular decision was reached.
	



