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[bookmark: _Toc224649320]Introduction
In a world that is becoming information-overloaded, the ability to be able to critically judge evidence, challenge assumptions and form coherent arguments is becoming a critical requirement in academic performance. This report will discuss critical thinking as one of the most important academic skills, what critical thinking is exactly, why it is an important skill to be a successful higher-ed student, and one of the primary ways students can train and enhance it. As a university shifts more towards graduate attributes that are not based on factual recall, knowing how to develop critical thinking is arguably one of the most worthwhile investments a student can place in his/her academic life.
[bookmark: _Toc224649321]Definition of Critical Thinking.
The process of defining critical thinking in particular is a tricky endeavour that will involve some attention to the literature. According to Facione (2020), it is an intentional process of self-controlled judgment, meaning interpretation, analysis, evaluation and inference, in which the reasoner can defend conclusions upon relevant evidence and circumstances. More precisely critical thinking is not merely disagreeing with sources or asking questions, but a disciplined intellectual habit of mind, which requires rigour and openness. Most importantly, according to Facione (2020), critical thinkers are not just good at reasoning but also have the attitude to apply these abilities in a consistent manner, i.e. they take an interest, they are intellectually honest, and they are willing to change their mind when presented with new information.







[bookmark: _Toc224649322]The Critical Thinking and its significance to academic success.
The importance of critical thinking to academic performance is well-established in scholarship. According to Bezanilla, Galindo-Dominguez and Poblete (2021), among higher education institutions, educators have a common opinion that critical thinking is one of the most crucial skills that students need to acquire, and, among other things, it is one of the most challenging. They are also highlighted in their findings as the difference between understanding its significance and its systematic integration into learning. To students, it implies that the development of critical thinking cannot happen by chance, and therefore, it has to be proactively sought after.
Regarding the field of business management education, in particular, Calma and Davies (2021) note that critical thinking helps students go beyond description to actual analysis, the capacity to question the assumptions that business models are built upon, analyze other strategic options presented by the opposing sides of a debate, and come to evidence-based conclusions. A learner using critical thinking to a case study e.g. will not merely explain what a company did; he/she will examine why some decisions were made, what were the options and what the evidence tells them are the possibilities of the outcomes. This type of analysis is always graded well in any academic test and directly translates to better mark bands when grading rubrics.
Van Damme and Zahner (2022) more generally utilize international evidence to suggest that a significant number of higher education systems do not actually cultivate the ability of students to think critically, although it is one of the stated objectives of university education. Their discussion points out that those students who do acquire strong critical thinking abilities perform better not only in their academic tasks but also in graduate employment scenarios - in which they are rated on their capacity to make good decisions in a situation of uncertainty.






[bookmark: _Toc224649323]Strategies to Critical Thinking: Socratic Questioning.
Socratic questioning is one of the evidence-backed approaches to teaching critical thinking in academia and is a method of guided self-inquiry, which is based on the dialogic tradition of ancient philosophy but is now applied to the context of the contemporary academic practice. Instead of blindly accepting what he or she reads or hears in lectures, the Socratic questioning student questions in systematic turn: What is being said? What is the supporting evidence? What are the assumptions of this argument? Are there no other explanations that may be given?
According to Facione (2020), this form of analytical and inductive inquisitiveness is core to the formation of the dispositions of critical thinking. Socratic questioning when used when planning an essay or preparing a seminar or reviewing a written piece of work that one has already composed makes students shift towards more than superficial engagement. As an illustration, when a business management student is reading an article about leadership theory, he or she will pose the following question: Is the evidence provided here universal to other cultures? Who is the sponsor of this study, and could this affect the conclusions of the study? What does this argument suppose human motivation to be? This type of questioning, through regular practice, develops the mental routines of analysis, inference, evaluation, that articulate the high quality academic work.
[bookmark: _Toc224649324]Conclusion
This report has revealed that critical thinking is one of the core competencies towards academic success. Being purposeful and based on self-regulatory judgement that is backed by the assessment of the evidence and situation (Facione, 2020), it allows students to work with academic content in an analytical, but not descriptive manner. The literature bases its evidence by stating that critical thinking correlates with higher academic success, developing better comprehension, and being more employable as a graduate (Calma and Davies, 2021; Van Damme and Zahner, 2022). Tactics like Socratic questioning offer a way through which, practically and in an accessible manner, students can develop such skills during their studies. Finally, critical thinking does not only form a part of academic necessity but is also a life-long intellectual resource.
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