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Executive Summary 
Welsh police currently stand as four different police forces, all protecting different areas within the country. This assignment is to discover whether Wales should join those four forces to create one or remain as four. As well as to weigh up all possibilities, advantages and disadvantages it would bring to join the forces together.























Introduction 

The aim is to find relevant data discussing whether Wales should join their forces or stay as the four current ones standing. The four forces are as stated; Gwent Police which covers areas such as Newport and Cardiff, Dyfed-Powys Police that covers more central and western areas of wales such as Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire, South Wales Police that covers areas such as Swansea and finally North Wales Police that covers the top part of Wales. All have different crime rates due to rural areas.
To discuss what affect it would have on Welsh citizens both for safety and financially. As well as finding whether it would be the best option for the force financially, if the government could also fund for the forces to come to one. As well as discussing financial issues of the matter along with what would need improvement if they were to come to one. Example, increasing numbers of Police Officers and resources.










Main Findings
With this topic being a news headline back in 2005-2006 talks that Wales’ Police forces will not be joining together to create one force. After doing some intense online research, findings show that this topic was very controversial and would be known as “almost impossible” to complete says the Local Chairman for North Wales Police Authority (2006). He states that if any of the forces were to join together then it should be the North Wales Police Force with North West England’s Force. This is due to “most of their criminals coming from Cheshire and Merseyside”. The North has a connection with England due to it being in close proximity to the Welsh Force. Showing that if the government was to join the forces it could mean closing the horizons for those forces that work together due to the criminals easily leaving the Welsh boarders for England. After all this controversy over 13 years and no new discussions on whether or not it would be a possibility, its clear for the time being Wales is keeping the four individual forces. Each force has their own expectations on how the crime is in that area. For example, Gwent Police would have a higher number of crimes reported as the countries capital Cardiff is included in their area, meaning a higher population as well as a higher number of criminals. 
According to the Home Office’ statistical bulletin of March 2019 there has been an increase in police officers in both Wales and England. With more police officers the Welsh force would be less likely to struggle if the forces were to come as one. 
House of Commons Welsh affair committee- “Current Restructuring of the Police Forces in Wales”
Fifth Report 2005-06- Printed London: The stationary office limited
Stating that if the forces were to join, the Prime Minster, at the time would have had to equalise the Council Tax within Wales. With South Wales paying less than North Wales due to rural areas the Welsh constables felt this was “unfair” however the Prime Minsters views were different with it being “right and appropriate” to equal the taxes within Wales. With the figures not making the join suitable for citizens the idea was called off down to insignificant fundings. The Minister of Police Tony McNulty 2005-06 ruled out any merging within Welsh Forces due to findings however the Prime Minster was still making citizens believe it was possible for it to happen, knowing there wasn’t enough fundings for it to happen. The Home Secretary and Police Constabulary were to call off all proposals on the Welsh Force being one.
 















Conclusion
In a way the four forces work together every day to keep Wales a safer country. If four forces work better separate why join them together? It is just like fixing something that’s not broken. With clear understanding of the topic I have gathered that with the funding not being adequate for the Welsh forces to join it would not be suitable for best interest of the public. This is because the Prime Minster was willing to put the financial difficulty on citizens by equalising the taxes, which again didn’t seem fair. Later making the merge to be called off in 2006.  Another reason to add why the merge wasn’t proceeded was Wales has different crime rates in different areas it would only be right to keep the forces separate, letting them concentrate on their areas given.













Recommendations
No further information since the discussion of the Welsh Forces becoming one due to insufficient funds.
Based on findings it would be wrong to join the forces due to council tax rising for some more rural areas as well as the stress it would put onto the force if they were to become one. With looking into further detail about the financial side of the situation I have soon realised it wouldn’t be suitable for Wales.
Gwent Police also has Wales only international airport within their care. If the forces were to join as one the government would need to expand on the resources given to Police. Due to mobile phone connections being poor is the North of Wales, the force would need to strengthen IT systems to maintain a constant good connection throughout of Wales.
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