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Why is education important?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Education is an essential part of children and young people’s first 16-22 ears of life. School is a place where children not only learn maths, reading and writing, it is also a place where children learn how to interact and get along with other children/people and develop social skills. These skills need to be developed to socially interact with others differently in different environments e.g. the school yard and at home, each of these environments involve a different level of social skills. Social skills are often the hardest developmental milestones for children to achieve, they are born with innate social competencies along with other strengths and weaknesses such as memory, one child may be born with a great memory and another child may be born with a short term memory and therefore require more support in areas, language, a child may be born and start talking at a young age whereas another child may be born with speech issues and require therapy to help them correct it, and motor skills, a child who is born physically adapted to the world, being able to walk at a young age and being able to hold a pen at a younger age than most, while some children are born unable to do either of these because they were born with a disability. All these factors combine to help a child develop social skills. Some of these problems can impact the way a child socialises with others. 
Good education can enhance a child’s life chances. One in five adults who have not been in effective education lack the basic written communication skills that they need to advance in life and there are 57 million children around the world who do not know what it is like to stand inside a classroom, however there are millions of children in education but are not learning efficiently. 
Piaget’s theory (1936) of cognitive development theorises that a child constructs a mental model of the world. He did not agree that a child’s intelligence was a fixed trait. However, he did not originally relate his theory to education, yet features of the theory were later adapted to teaching and learning. The theory suggests that children learn best through doing and exploring. This theory is the centre to the change in primary school curriculums. 
The Welsh government has put children at the centre of planning, for children education and learning is fun and more effective if they are able to learn in different ways. The Foundation Phase curriculum was put into place in 2010 and is a statutory curriculum for children aged 3-7. The curriculum encompasses children of all abilities and makes practitioners aware that children go through periods of rapid development along with falling back in some areas of development. This framework encourages indoor and outdoor learning for children to learn through first-hand experiences.
Overall education is about helping children have the best start to life and giving them the opportunity to grow and develop, It also provides children with a chance to achieve higher. 
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