Reflective report: Religion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Religion appears to have played a central part in the history of Thessaloniki and the surrounding region and still does today to a greater extent than I had first assumed; despite what modern scholars such as Norwich[footnoteRef:1] have argued, religious life in Thessaloniki seems to be a direct continuation of that of the Byzantine period. This was evidenced by the countless churches, and monasteries that can be found spread throughout the city. I will discuss how religion had infiltrated every part of the ancient and modern Macedonians’ lives from asking for regular aid in their day to day lives to Kings hoping to gain success on campaign, to the Byzantines and modern Greeks seeking the divine aid of their patron saints, in order to comprehend its affects on the survivability of the two sites I will discuss. I will be exploring my experiences and research of Dion and the Hagios Demetrios, to discover how important a site’s consistent relevance to the majority of its local population is, for its survivability and the difference between the two sites in this regard. [1:  Norwich 1997] 

During the classical and early Hellenic periods Dion was the most important sacred site in Macedonia primarily due to its location next to Mount Olympus the residence of the Gods, which for me did not live up to its name possibly due to my experiences with far larger mountains. However, I had to consider the fact that for those living in the region would unlikely have come across anything comparable to this mountain in their lives. The site contains many shrines to various gods, most importantly to the Macedonians Zeus Olympios. Between the 5th and 4th centuries Dion grew into a large settlement of such religious importance to Macedonia that Alexander the Great himself held his sacrifices for the upcoming Persian campaign at Dion[footnoteRef:2].Considering this I had expected the shrines to be much larger as well as the open spaces around said shrines. Instead I struggled to imagine Alexander the Great conducting such sacrifices at such small shrines given his and the site’s prestige. From this I had assumed that it was unlikely that the whole army would have been present at the sanctuaries, instead it was probably just the King, a handful of nobles, and the necessary priests. However, upon further reflection this assumption appeared unlikely as my experience was influenced by the fact that so little of the structure have been left standing and that many of the open spaces have been taken up by foliage and marshlands, whereas in its heyday it would have been far more accommodating to such large crowds and festivities.	Comment by Bradley McGregor: Careful of the connection with Archelaus	Comment by Bradley McGregor: Ref with ex	Comment by Bradley McGregor: Where is your expectation coming from?	Comment by Bradley McGregor: Nope, you would actually have a lot of people present. After all it was important to morale and justification of a campaign. [2:  Diod. 17.16.1] 

Dion’s religious significance continued throughout the Hellenistic period during the rule of the Kingdom of Macedon under the Antigonids. This is further highlighted in the event of Dion’s sack in 219 BC at the hands of the Aetolians, the city was quickly rebuilt under the orders of Philip V [footnoteRef:3]. Such royal patronage would seldom have been found for less sacred or strategically important cities. There are also later Roman sanctuaries that have survived in the modern site as well as a Roman theatre which has not survived as well as I would have hoped and are not being maintained and protected as the local wildlife has overgrown upon many of the remaining structures. This has allowed me to better understand the significance of a site’s sacred nature to the local population in its chances of surviving to the modern day, evidenced by the Galerian Rotunda surviving after its conversion into a church, while the site of Dion degraded to its current state.	Comment by Bradley McGregor: ref [3:  Vandenberg 2007] 

Apart from the sanctuaries to Zeus there are also those to Demeter Asclepius and Isis. In ancient times those going to the Sanctuary of Demeter might seek the goddess’ aid in receiving a bountiful harvest, while visitors to Asclepius might be seeking to benefit from the god’s curative powers. I found it interesting to note that to this day under orthodoxy this aspect of religion would not heavily change as people still went to pray to various saints at their respective churches for whatever that saint happened to be attributed to such as Saint Demetrios for aid in military matters. I was surprised to see this level of continuity given the Ottoman occupation and the various dramatic upheavals of the 20th century; this has allowed me to better appreciate the staying power of religious practices through times of marginalisation and instability.	Comment by Bradley McGregor: isis?	Comment by Bradley McGregor: Ex?
Upon visiting the Hagios Demetrios I found it overwhelmingly endowed with frescoes and paintings with many golds and silvers that suggested to me that this Church was very well funded and supported. I found this unsurprising given the history connecting the saint to the city. The importance of St Demetrios and crucially the saint’s remains cannot be overstated for the city and Orthodox believers.  It is claimed that during the Avar/Slav sieges of the 6th and 7th centuries, the city was only saved by the divine intervention of their patron saint, Demetrios[footnoteRef:4]. Parallels to this can be found in Constantinople with the Theotokos and show how religion dominated the history of the Byzantine people, much like it had previously before Christianity. I have learnt therefore that saints have a very high level of significance to the point that they are believed to conduct the divine which I previously thought was more prominent in Catholicism.	Comment by Bradley McGregor: just the byzantines [4:  Norwich 1997] 

To conclude, the fundamental cause in the difference of the two sites discussed is that the site of Dion had its a local belief system replaced. This has led to the condition we see Dion in even today where the sites preservation leaves a lot to be desired despite its importance to classical Greece and Macedonia. While the Hagios Demetrios has had continued use since its creation thanks to the staying power of Christianity under Islamic rule for the previous five centuries despite being heavily marginalised from state support. Thus, even though they are both important to the cultural heritage of Greece they are in entirely different conditions. Therefore, I have learnt from this that religion plays a crucial part in the preservation of sites which depends upon how vital the function that site has in the religious practice in a significant enough portion of those local to it throughout its history.
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