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Introduction
This assignment will be looking at what factors contribute to some victims choosing not to report their crimes and to evaluate the reasons and implications of underreporting in the context of the criminal justice system. 
Crime reporting is a very important area of living in communities, the services and the public both rely on the reporting of crime so the public can inform them of anything that could cause harm or concern, and the services can deal with them promptly. It is of great importance to understand why some victims choose not to report crimes for many reasons which will be documented in this assignment and finally investigate how this has a huge impact on the criminal justice system. 
The main points that will be discussed are going to be the fear of retaliation which is victims fearing the criminal and being too afraid to report them, lack of trust in the services is another key interest to look into, delving into the public perception of the services and to see if there are any distrust in them. We will also look into financial or emotional dependence, lack of knowledge or awareness and finally how previous experiences with the criminal justice system can affect a person’s choice to report.
Main Body
Fear of Retaliation is based around the how criminals and offenders may instil fear into their victims with risk of any harm inflicted upon them if they report any crimes they have witnessed. This ranges from reporting crimes, providing testimony or assisting in investigations. This can be a huge impact for both parties as the police would have little information about the crimes and the victims will not get the support they need. The majority of victims who choose not to notify the police claim that nothing could be done or that the incident was not significant enough to merit official attention. A tiny percentage of victims, however, claim that they chose not to disclose because they were afraid of retaliation. The offence and individual characteristics of these victims are compared to the overall victim and nonreporting victim populations using victimisation data from the National Crime Panel. Retaliation is linked to a number of personal and offence features, which contrasts with the common excuses for not reporting a crime. (Singer, 1988)
Lack of Trust is another area of concern when regarding the report of crimes, having a good level of trust between the services and public is mandatory for both sides to assist each other. If that trust is not present, then the public would not contact the services for help as it would seem they are not effective to deal with the problems at hand. This can lead into previous negative interactions with the criminal justice system such as unfair treatment, racial profiling and times where not enough support was given to help these victims. Public perception of the police may be considered as they may not take crime seriously and therefore respond with little effectiveness. The core idea of "policing by consent" is undermined as trust declines, making it more difficult for staff members and police officers to carry out their duties. As members of the public, we should be able to take pride in the police force in England and Wales. The commitment and professionalism displayed by the great majority of police officers and personnel has once again impressed me this year. However, the public's respect and acceptance, which have been undermined in recent years, are what give the police their authority. (HMICFRS, 2024)Trust may be impacted by a person's or a group's perceptions of the police, their performance and behaviour, and media coverage. Police wrongdoing, unfavourable public opinions of police performance, and unfavourable media coverage are only a few of the many obstacles that undermine public confidence in the police. Even while the majority of people may not interface directly with the police, a wealth of studies indicates that putting more of a focus on making sure officers engage with the public in a "procedurally just" manner is likely to boost public trust in the force. (Evans, 2024)
Personal or cultural factors is another big part of reporting crimes, everyone has their own personal problems some more than other and the severity of them can affect the victim of reporting, for instance someone who has been the victim of sexual assault may not want to report due to the sheer shame they may potentially feel. Some victims may feel that they will be blamed for the crime of they report it, deterring a victim from speaking about the crime and refusing to pursue any kind of help. Location of where victims live may also impact the rate of reporting as if it seen as wrong by the community to deal with the police they may get a stigma. To assist police officers, do the right things, in the right ways, for the right reasons, a set of guiding principles known as ethical policing principles should be used. Every member of the police force often has to make crucial choices. We make these choices because it is our responsibility to enforce the law, deter crime and disturbance, safeguard and reassure communities, look into crimes, and prosecute criminals. It can be emotionally, psychologically, and physically taxing to do these responsibilities. Because our choices have an impact on other people, sometimes during trying periods in their life, they can give rise to complicated ethical questions. Making decisions is not always easy, and it may take some time for the best course of action to become clear. (College Of Policing, 2023)
Financial or emotional dependence can affect victims by making them hesitant to report crimes due to the financial situation they may be in such as the perpetrator paying for the house in which they reside in, this would make the victim think about where they would go if they got removed from the property or if the perpetrator doesn’t pay for it anymore.  Emotional dependence comes from relying on your spouse to take care of most or all of your needs is known as emotional dependency. You may turn to them right away when you're upset rather than attempting to control your feelings on your own. (Lawrenz, 2024)
Lack of knowledge or awareness tackles into how victims may not report crimes due to the fact of not having the knowledge on who or where to report them. Another factor of having little knowledge is knowing about human rights this creates a barrier in the reporting of crimes as the available resources and support systems made for victims would not be used and therefore affect the reporting rates. Crime victimisation can result in a variety of issues. Practical issues frequently serve as reminders of what you've been through and make it more difficult to bring your life back under control. Emotional assistance can help you deal with your feelings following a crime. (SWVF, 2023)
Previous Experiences can be a big obstacle with reporting crimes, this happens if a victim’s previous experience has been ineffective in dealing with the crime, resulting in the victim’s bias and prejudice towards the services surrounding the negatives of unfair treatment, discrimination and abuse of power.  According to a significant joint investigation by six inspectorate agencies, the criminal justice system in England and Wales is failing those who suffer from mental illness. In response. Inspectors looked into the work done in six regions of England and Wales in the areas of probation, policing, liaison and diversion services, prosecution and court, and prisons and resettlement services. From their initial interaction with the police until their release from jail, their report describes the experiences of people with mental illness at various stages of their path through the system. The findings are quite alarming and indicative of long-term problems. (INQUEST, 2021)
Obstacles to an effective criminal justice system can be caused by underreporting. This results in inaccurate data, can affect crime statistics, allocation of resources and the decisions of new and updated policy which can all help to reduce crime rates. Support systems can be a great tool to help victims by using support programs and underreporting can reduce the effectiveness of these programs Crime may have a significant effect on those who are impacted by it. Some victims may never fully recover from the financial, emotional, mental, and physical trauma they endure. Victims, witnesses, or their families may be threatened with harm or even have their lives endangered. There are criminal justice incentives to help and protect those who have been victims or witnesses to heinous crimes, in addition to the powerful human rights motivations. In order to successfully prosecute criminal criminals and dismantle organised crime organisations, victims' and witnesses' cooperation is essential. However, getting such collaboration is one of the difficulties that many criminal justice systems encounter while investigating and prosecuting crimes. (United Nations, 2024)
Impact of crime data and polices is difficult to comprehend and evaluate England and Wales’ crime figures. Each data source has advantages and disadvantages of its own. The best way to comprehend long-term patterns in the crime covered by the survey in England and Wales is to consult the data. Although police-recorded crime data are a stronger predictor of police activity than trends in crime itself for many sorts of crimes, they do offer more insight into some less common but higher-harm crimes, such as knife crime and homicide. (OFSR, 2024)
Challenges in criminal investigations regarding underreporting can come from the lack of evidence this can vary from testimonies or eyewitnesses being present to be able to report these. Another challenge is the lack of physical evidence being present without the victim or witnesses, this can result in the insufficiency of tangible evidence.
Each criminal justice agency has responded well to the epidemic and increased its workforce, but they have also lost seasoned employees who are difficult to replace. Senior personnel have unavoidably had to assume heavy responsibilities as a result, which eventually lowers the standard of care given to defendants, witnesses, and crime victims. We are asking on the police, CPS, jail, and probation service to better understand the reasons for staff departures and to routinely assess their outputs to ensure greater supervision and support for their workers in order to turn this around and produce good results, particularly for victims of crime. (HMCPSI, 2024)
Long term well-being is a major goal to accomplish for victims but underreporting can be a hinderance in ensuring the well-being of victims. This can range from psychological and emotional support impact which may be inflicted on a victim, increasing their trauma or even developing shame or guilt inside them. Physical health is another concern as if a victim is injured during any scene for instance domestic violence, if not reported they may develop more serious illness or damages to their bodies.
The various forms of ASB that were more likely to be experienced or observed were linked to demographics and individual conditions. Compared to people in less poor regions, residents in the most deprived areas were more likely to have observed or experienced ASB in the previous 12 months. Compared to people without long-term physical or mental health disorders, those with these conditions were more likely to have observed or experienced ASB in the previous 12 months. The distribution of affects is likely to be disproportionate, just as the distribution of ASB experiences was. Interventions might therefore be more precisely tailored to assist the disproportionately affected populations. (GOV.UK, 2023)
Conclusion
In conclusion, a variety of factors, including fear of retaliation, mistrust of law enforcement, societal and cultural restraints, financial or emotional dependence on the perpetrator, and ignorance of available resources, impact some victims' decision to keep their crimes a secret. Because of these barriers, victims often feel helpless and alone, which prevents them from receiving the support and justice they are entitled to. Understanding these factors is essential to addressing the reasons behind underreporting and developing strategies that will encourage more victims to come forward. By creating a more supportive and accessible environment for reporting crimes, society may help victims reclaim their voice and ensure that those who commit crimes are held accountable.
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