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Early years
1. ‘It has been argued that early years education at its best is inclusive education – perhaps because of its emphasis on individual needs, developmentally appropriate practice and intrinsic involvement of parents.’ 
Do you think that inclusive practice is able to be fully implemented in today’s early childhood education? Why/why not?

2. These are suggestions for inclusive strategies in the Index for Inclusion:
· Increase participation of children and young people in, and reduce their exclusion from, the cultures, activities and communities of local settings.
· Value equally all children, young people, parents/carers and practitioners.
· View the differences between children as resources to support play and learning, rather than as problems to overcome.
· Acknowledge the right of children to good quality education and childcare in their locality.
· Make improvements for practitioners as well as children.
· Reduce barriers to play, learning and participation for all children, not only those with impairments or categorised as having special educational needs.
· Learn from attempts to overcome barriers for children whose play, learning and/or participation is a focus of concern, to make changes that benefit children more widely.
· Emphasise the development of community and values, as well as achievements.
· Foster mutually sustaining relationships between settings and communities.
· Recognise that inclusion in early education is an aspect of inclusion in society.
Can you think of any instances where any of these strategies have been used? Make a list.

Primary years
3. List possible barriers to inclusion in primary schools.

Secondary years
4. List indicators which would let you know if a secondary school is truly ‘inclusive’?

Post 16
5. How inclusive has your experience of college/university been? Give examples of inclusive and exclusive practice.

      
