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Do the accounts of religious experience justify theistic belief?


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· Survey the accounts of religious experience 
· Assess the epistemological problems of religious experiences 

· Develop a case for justified theistic belief 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
I propose to research accounts of religious experience and their importance for constructing arguments for theistic belief. In doing so, I hope to restate the salience of the argument from religious experience within the philosophy of religion and epistemology. In locating the argument for God’s existence within specific accounts of religious experience, I will adopt a qualitative study of personal accounts of the supernatural and assess their credulity. It is here I hope to construct a typology for differentiating the plausibility of various accounts of religious experience.  

Having surveyed accounts of religious experience, I intend to address the philosophical and epistemological arguments for and against accepting religious experience as justified grounds for religious belief. I will argue that some accounts of religious experience provide justification for religious belief. In doing so, I will adopt a pragmatic approach and argue that the scale and substance of religious experiences cannot be dismissed easily. In particular, I hope to defend arguments from religious experience with reference to the principle of testimony and credulity against the Humean attack on accounts of religious experience. I will compare the credulity of beliefs formed by religious experience with other areas of human belief, formed by experience, to argue that the plausibility of such beliefs is congruent with religious ones. 

This essay will discuss the problems of religious language and the issues that arise from attempts to verify the accounts of religious experience. Furthermore, an attempt will also be made to overcome the challenge that religious experiences are unfalsifiable. 

An argument for theism from religious experience will be presented which acknowledges the pluralism within the accounts of religious experience.  It will be argued that the epistemic problem of competing truth claims can only be satisfied by an inclusivist understanding of the divine.
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