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	Exploring the Challenges of Safeguarding Children from Social Media-Related Risks in the UK

	01 Introduction and Research Aim
This poster summarises how the secondary research for this dissertation was planned and conducted. The study explores safeguarding challenges linked to children’s use of social media in the UK and evaluates the effectiveness of current protective measures. A desk-based approach was selected because the objectives require analysing policies, inspection reports and existing research rather than collecting primary data (DfE, 2023; Ofcom, 2023).
Aim: To investigate safeguarding challenges and assess the effectiveness of UK responses to social-media-related risks.
	02 Search Strategy
Search terms were derived from the research aim and grouped around three areas: online risks, safeguarding responses and UK policy. Keywords included online safety, cyberbullying, grooming, harmful content, digital literacy, Online Safety Act and Keeping Children Safe in Education. Boolean operators refined results, for example:
“child AND social media AND safeguarding” and
“grooming AND online AND UK”.
Search strings and results were logged in a tracking table to ensure transparency (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).


	03 Searching for Information
Sources were:
Databases used
• UWTSD Library (ProQuest, EBSCO)
• Google Scholar
• UK regulatory sources
Key organisations
• Department for Education
• Ofcom
• NSPCC
• Ofsted


	Figure 1 summarizes the most reported online safeguarding risks identified in the literature, including cyberbullying, online grooming and exposure to harmful content. These patterns informed the three themes analyzed in Chapter 4.
[image: A pie chart with a person holding a phone]Figure 1: Key safeguarding risks identified in the literature (cyberbullying, grooming and harmful content). Source: Ofcom (2023); NSPCC (2023).

	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Research Validation
• Sources evaluated using CRAAP framework
• Priority given to peer-reviewed studies and UK policy reports
• Large-scale UK surveys preferred for reliability
Thematic Analysis
• Method based on Braun and Clarke (2006)
• Codes included:
– online risks
– digital literacy
– school safeguarding capacity
– regulatory responsibility
• Codes grouped into themes for Chapter 4.

	06 Inclusion Criteria
Included
• UK peer-reviewed research
• safeguarding legislation
• regulator and charity reports
	07 Exclusion Criteria
Excluded
• blogs and opinion pieces
• non-UK research without policy relevance


08 Ethical Considerations


• All sources were properly acknowledged using Harvard referencing
• Information was critically evaluated to ensure reliability and credibility
• Academic integrity was maintained through careful paraphrasing and citation
• Sensitive language was used when discussing children and safeguarding risks
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All ideas, data and statistics were properly acknowledged through Harvard referencing to respect the intellectual property of original authors.


Sources were carefully selected from peer-reviewed research, government publications and recognised organisations to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information used.


The research followed university academic integrity policies and UK research standards, ensuring responsible use of published literature.


All information from existing studies was paraphrased and correctly cited to prevent plagiarism and maintain academic honesty.


Because the research discusses children and safeguarding risks, findings were presented respectfully and without language that could stigmatise vulnerable groups.


image1.png
University of Wales
Trinity Saint David
BIRMINGHAM





image2.png




