[bookmark: _Hlk164707789]Give a detailed account of Alexander’s encounter with Talestris in the sources and include analysis of reasons for the differences. Focus upon Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis 8.1-48; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32; Historia de preliis pp77-9.

Alexander the Great was a Macedonian king who ruled between 336 and 323BCE.[footnoteRef:1] The son of Phillip II, King of Macedon, and Olympias, he lead several successful military campaigns across Asia and Egypt prior to his death at thirty-two.[footnoteRef:2] His life captured the imagination of many authors and in the centuries that followed he became mythologised. While much of the stories told about his life are at least based in reality, some are particularly fanciful, one of these being his meeting with Thalestris, the mythical queen of the Amazons. This episode was recorded in several ancient sources on Alexander, and the ancient biographer Plutarch created a list of authors who featured this story and those who rejected it as false, many of the listed sources do not survive today.[footnoteRef:3] The three versions describing the encounter discussed here are found in Quintus Curtius Rufus’s Historiae Alexandre Magni, Walter de Chatillon’s Alexandreis, and the Historia de Preliis. [1:  Hornblower, 2011, p.291, 317]  [2:  Hornblower, 2011, p.297-306, 317]  [3:  Atkinson, 1980, p.58-67; Baynham, 1998, p.170; Baynham, 2001, p.118; Peltonen, 2022, p.474] 

The Historiae Alexandre Magni is the oldest surviving account of the supposed meeting between Alexander and Thalestris, written in Latin by Roman historian Quintus Curtius Rufus and dated to the 1st century CE.[footnoteRef:4] The interaction between Thalestris and Alexander is found in 6.5.24-32, and is the longest account of this meeting found in any of the extant ancient sources.[footnoteRef:5] In the piece, Thalestris travels to meet Alexander, sending messengers to inform him of her presence. Alexander gives her permission to approach and Thalestris proceeds on, accompanied by 300 of her women. Thalestris is mentioned to be carrying weaponry. It is noted that Thalestris does not think that Alexander’s looks reflect his exploits, and Curtius clarifies that all barbarians believe that only people capable of great deeds can be particularly physically attractive. Nevertheless, the queen informs Alexander that she has come to conceive a child with him, as he is worthy enough of receiving a heir from her kingdom. Alexander asks Thalestris if she would like to fight alongside him but she declines as she has left her kingdom unguarded. They proceed to spend thirteen nights together in an attempt to conceive a child before Thalestris returns home to Themiscyra. Much attention in this extract is given to Thalestris’ body and her clothing, both of which would be shocking by Roman standards. The Amazons are described as wearing clothing that exposes much more of their bodies than would be appropriate for women in Roman society. This, alongside the weaponry Thalestris carries and the description of her right breast as seared to allow for easier use of said weaponry, achieves a combination of shock at the aggression and masculinity displayed by the Amazon and also titillation.[footnoteRef:6] Thalestris also transgresses by taking the initiative with regards to sex. In ancient Roman society it was expected that the man would take the active, dominant role, while the woman be a passive object.[footnoteRef:7] This presents a challenge to Alexanders masculinity as he is put into the position of serving her sexual desires instead of the other way around. This is compounded by Thalestris’ earlier surprise at Alexanders unimpressive physique, although Curtius also uses this to present her attitudes in a negative light.[footnoteRef:8] Despite Alexander appearing unmanly by Roman standards in this regard, paradoxically, his reserved reaction to this sexual proposition is also an exemplar of the restraint men should ideally exhibit. The Roman perception was that women had stronger sexual desires than men, just like Thalestris here, and were therefore less able to control them, whereas men were more capable of exhibiting control over themselves and exercising restraint.[footnoteRef:9] This conflicting view of Alexander displays his humanity, and this presentation also makes sense for where this extract sits within the text. The latter five of the ten books in this work detail Alexander’s moral decline, which Curtius partially attributes to his adoption of eastern custom. This episode taking place in the sixth book places it near the start of that decline, so while hints of a negative perception of Alexander come through, Curtius is not as critical of this encounter as he is of Alexander’s relationships with other foreign influences, Rhoxane and Bagoas, later in the work.[footnoteRef:10] [4:  Baynham, 1998, p.8; Ogden, 2011, p.146]  [5:  Peltonen, 2022, p.475]  [6:  Curtius, 6.5.27-28; Peltonen, 2022, p.475]  [7:  Curtius, 6.5.30; Peltonen, 2022, p.476]  [8:  Curtius, 6.5.29-30]  [9:  Peltonen, 2022, p.476-7]  [10:  Baynham, 1998, p.165; Baynham, 2001, p.125; Peltonen, 2022, p.477] 

[bookmark: _Hlk164708738][bookmark: _Hlk164710636]Walter of Châtillon’s Alexandreis is a hexameter poem written in ten books, composed in Latin between 1176-1201.[footnoteRef:11] The encounter between Alexander and Thalestris in Châtillon’s work is almost identical to Curtius’ depiction of events, the only detail changed being the insignificant addition of a quiver slung over Thalestris’ arm.[footnoteRef:12] This section of the work heavily draws on Curtius, who is a major influence throughout the poem, although it is likely that Châtillon used some other ancient sources for inspiration as well.[footnoteRef:13] While the detail of the meeting remains the same between Curtius and Châtillon’s accounts, there is a change in how Châtillon approaches the sexual content and the presentation of Alexander. The more critical, somewhat emasculating, view of Alexander is removed, resulting in a more heroic image of him. The sexual content is also moderated, made more vague with less vivid imagery. This aligns with the other encounters Alexander has with women throughout the poem, which emphasise his moderation.[footnoteRef:14] This change is possibly reflective of Châtillon being a member of the clergy, and this poem being dedicated to the Archbishop of Reims, his patron.[footnoteRef:15] These factors influencing the desire to impart more Christian values through the work. [11:  Müller, 2008, p.268; Peltonen, 2022, p.478]  [12:  Châtillon, 8.14-17]  [13:  Müller, 2008, p.268]  [14:  Müller, 2008, p.272]  [15:  Müller, 2008, p.267; Peltonen, 2022, p.478] 

The Historia de Preliis is part of the Alexander Romance tradition and is based on a text found in Egypt, likely written by a Greek author, referred to as pseudo-Callisthenes.[footnoteRef:16] The encounter between Thalestris and Alexander in this text is vastly different to the other two discussed here. In this account, Alexander and Thalestris do not meet in person, all communication occurring through letters. Alexander writes the first letter and demands that the Amazons pay tribute to him, lest he invade and subjugate their kingdom. Thalestris responds with a description of how Amazonian society functions and the assertation that if they were to fight then they would do it bravely, however, there would be no glory for Alexander in beating them as they are women. Alexander reiterates that if they do not wish to die then the Amazons must send tribute to him. In response to this, the Amazons send 20 horses and peace is established. This depiction presents the Amazons as a foreign enemy, differing entirely from Curtius’ Alexander asking if Thalestris would like to fight alongside him. Whereas the other works present the two as being fairly equal, this version features the total domination of Alexander over Thalestris. This completely desexualised encounter conforms to the rest of the work which does not feature any of Alexander’s sexual exploits, and its possible that this version of events originated from a separate place to the story in Curtius’ work. [16:  Nawotka, 2017, p.1-3] 

The inclusion of the Amazons in Alexander’s mythology serves to identify him with mythological heroes such as Achilles, Heracles, and Theseus, who also encountered them, elevating Alexander’s status.[footnoteRef:17] By studying the differing versions of this tale it is not only possible to gain an understanding of how Alexander was viewed, but also how the authors perceive women, masculinity, and sexuality. [17:  Baynham, 2001, p.122; Peltonen, 2022, p.473-4] 
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