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In our society, we need to have a professional criminal justice system because the criminal justice system has a massive effect on everybody because it’s all around us and can have a massive impact on the life choices we make as an individual or as a society. An example of this is if someone in your family had a crime committed on them or they committed a crime they will go through the criminal justice system to get justice for the crime that has been committed on them or sentenced correctly for the crime that they have caused (centre for crime and justice studies). A victim is someone who has `suffered harm, including physical, mental or emotional harm or economic loss which was directly caused by criminal conduct or close relative`(Dwyer 2021). A victim can be from any of the above statements an example of this would be if someone in their family got killed, they would become a victim because their whole family would go through mourning because the loss of their family member, which could lead to the family members going into drugs or other substances as a coping mechanism over the death of their family member. A boy aged 15 was knifed to death in south-east London, which made the family around him victims of that crime because their family member has been murdered (Weaver 2021). The CJS would’ve arrested the person and sentenced him to life in prison for killing the 15-year-old boy but the victims would still be mourning over the death of their family member because they got justice but still at a loss because they didn’t get the support needed after the death which could’ve lead to the family member having mental health issues over the death or greave in another way by using substances to numb the pain (Davis 2021)

Victims want a lot from the criminal justice system when they become a victim of a crime or a relative who committed a crime. Firstly, they want trust and confidence in the criminal justice system. They expect the procedure to go smoothly they expect evidence to come up in court on the crime and they also expect there to be statements by the police officer on what they have seen at the scene of the crime and the victims also expect the CJS to act professionally (Sentencing Council 2022, Victim support). Secondly, the victim expects the CJS to treat them fairly and to understand the process correctly with clear and accurate information this is to make sure that the victims are informed correctly of all the decisions that are getting made when the process is going on. Moreover, the victim expects the CJS the move through the system quickly which means to move the evidence and court hearing as quickly as possible so the victim can get it over with because after all the court hearings and evidence is done then the victim will have a weight lifted off their shoulder and go into a healing process for the crime that has been committed (College of Policing 2013). Finally, the victim expects the CJS to prosecute the criminal fairly and give them a fair punishment for the crime that they have committed. The Standford Rape case was an example of this where the victim expected the criminal to get a fair punishment and he didn’t. He only got 6 months in prison for raping a person and he also got put on the sex offender register for the crime he committed, which the victim and the majority of the Criminal justice system thought the guy got away with it because 6 months is nothing for the disgusting crime he committed (Brockes 2019).

Brock Turner was a former swimmer convicted of 3 counts of sexual assault, which the criminal justice system only gave him 6 months for. The criminal justice system was flawed in this manner because they had witnesses that saw him thrusting on an intoxicated woman and they only gave him 6 months for the crime. At times it's hard to convict people, for sexual assault charges without a lot of evidence because it's his word against hers but in the Brock tuner case, some eyewitnesses saw him commit the crime, so they had the evidence needed to charge Brock Turner, but the judge only gave him 6 months for the crime (Cockburn 2016). The victim would’ve been in disgust and fear over his case because sexual assault is a life-changing effect that can change the mentality of the victim forever (NHS 2021) and with the criminal only getting 6 months for the crime, she will be mentally drained by this decision because she will feel that 6 months is not justice for the suffering she will go through (Topping, Barr 2021). In a survey with 500 survivors of rape, they did a survey to give their views on how much the criminal justice system helped them with their cases. Only 14% of people believed that reporting their crime would get them justice, which is a low percentage because this means that 86% of people feel that reporting their case would not get the justice needed to make them feel unease (Victims Commissioner 2020).

This is a flaw in the Criminal Justice System because a lot of people feel that the CJS is not dealing with their case in a professional and understanding manner so they would rather not report it because they feel that the person won’t get justice for the crime that they have committed. This shows that the CJS has a lack of knowledge when dealing with rape cases because a lot of the people that come forward to tell their stories are not getting the right support needed and feel unease when telling police officers and judges about what happened (Victims Commissioner 2020). Another point that came up in the survey was that some of the victims had their cases not take any further action, which would have devasting effects on the victim because the person is getting away with the horrific things that they did to that victim. This is also hard for the victim because if their case got dismissed, they will live their life in fear because they would be mentally scarred from the first incident, so they will always be living in fear because the offender could do it again out of anger or out of confidence because they feel like they can re-offend because they got away with it the first time(PACO 2021). Finally, victims have no closure in their cases because it’s a non-certainty on what the criminals are going to be charged with, an example of where this is the Brock Turner case where he only got 6 months, but a Latino man with a similar case got charged with 3 years’ imprisonment(Buncombe 2016) So, for the victims they have no certainty on what the criminals that have destroyed their lives forever are going to get charged with, so the criminal justice system needs to have a better understanding on what to charges to give in rape cases instead of giving people different sentences for the same crime(Gov 2018).By the CJS changing this to make it fairer for everybody involved this will make the victims feel more at ease because the criminals are getting the right justice for the crime that they have committed(HMICFRS 2022).

Burglary has massive effects on victims because it can have a toll on their mental health and physical health (Home Office 2021), from the national survey it shows that 63% of victims are happy compared to 74 of non-victims which shows that since the victims have been burgled it has affected their mental health (Flatley 2015). Victim support is there for people that are a victim of crime, in this instance of a burglary they have a couple of coping mechanism that they use for victims that have been affected by burglary. Firstly, they give the victim and the family emotional support to make sure that they can get through this together and not to cope with it on their own, they keep reinsuring the victim or victims that they’re there for them no matter what (Met Police 2022). Secondly, the victim gets help giving them practical support to let the victims cope with the event they have just dealt with an example of this is that they will deal with your insurance on your house, tell you how to cancel your payment cards, and replace your stolen documents. They also help victims by giving them advice on what the best security systems, locks and repairs to get to make sure your house is as secure as it can be(Victim Support). They also help victims that have been affected by burglary by putting them in touch with other organisations such as the police and court agencies to get support from them on how to deal with court procedures and how to deal with the police witness statements (MOJ 2017). A burglar has confessed of stealing over £26 million worth of money and jewellery from 3 celebrity's houses. They were sentenced in crown court for money laundering and burglary and the police still haven’t retrieved the missing money and jewellery stolen from the 3 celebrities(Williams 2021).The support that the 3 celebrities would’ve been liable from the criminal justice system for compensation of their belongings that have been stolen, they also would be kept up to date by the police on the case and information regarding their belongings that have been stolen and also victim support because they could be going through mental and psychical issues off the burglary (victim support).

Another case where the criminal justice system has helped the victim is Anne an old age pensioner who got burgled of £500 worth of electrical items in May 2019. The burglar was not sentenced to prison but was instead put on a rehabilitation scheme to learn from his actions that he has caused. Through the rehabilitation scheme he made friends with Anne the victim and they become chatting, Anne told him how she got affected by his actions and he fully understood what he did wasn’t right and in forgiveness, he offered to help her out in her garden because she was struggling to do it, so he offered to help her (BBC 2021). This shows that rehabilitation schemes can help not just the offender but also the victim because if this wasn’t available by the CJS they wouldn’t have had that clarification on what happened that day and Anne wouldn’t have had that answer on why he did It to put her mind at ease (GOV 2019). The criminal justice system doesn’t always help out the victim to the best of their ability because the youth offending team made the burglar write a letter to the victim to apologise to the victim for the crime that he have committed and to make her understand why he done it  , But the burglar didn’t write any of that and said that he doesn’t care that he burgled the house which would scare the victim even more because they would be thinking when the person is out they could be burgled again because they have no remorse for what they have done to the victims mental and psychical health( BBC 2011). So, by the youth offending team making the burglar write that letter, they made the situation worse in this instance because the victim was recovering from the crime that has been committed to them and that letter getting sent to them it would’ve triggered a lot of problems again making it hard for the victim to put at ease (GOV 2022). If the case goes to court, the victim has support from the CJS because they make sure if the victim has to make a statement on how they got burgled and what happened that night they will have a lawyer next to them free of charge to help and support them when giving the statement (Met Police 2022). If the suspect pleads not guilty, they get a witness care officer from the CJS that helps out the victim and keeps them up to date on what’s happening with their case and if the police have found any new evidence that can help the victim get the justice they deserve in court (Ministry of Justice).

Grenfell towers was an event that took place where people lost their lives because the tower block set on fire and a lot of people on the high floors in the tower block couldn’t escape because the fire was in their way blocking them from escaping. 72 people died in the Grenfell tower fire and since then a lot of the victims have been left with temporary housing and funding for a new house from charities set up to help the victims of Grenfell towers (Gayle 2017). The CJS failed the majority of the victims after the Grenfell tower tragedy because 3 years later and people are still waiting for permanent housing which is not acceptable because they have been living in temporary housing for 3 years which is too long for victims to wait for a new house(Booth 2021). These victims lost their homes and some of the victims lost family and friends in that fire, the way they have been treated by the CJS has been disgraceful because they haven’t had very good support, the majority of the good support has come from charity’s helping out victims in the Grenfell tower attack to try and get them back on their feet (Bulman 2020). The Grenfell Foundation was set up to support victims that were affected by the fire, the foundation is there to finically support people to give them money to help them get their homes back which they once knew (GOV 2017). they’re also there for emotional and mental support to help the victims that were extremely affected by the fire by giving them support to attend support classes to keep them safe and to make sure that they can overcome this tragic event that has happened in their life and move on from it and look back at the fire as a hurdle in their life (Grenfell foundation). Finally British Red Cross also helped out Grenfell victims by giving the victims money to buy essential needs for their family and to save for a home again, red cross also gives them funds to make sure that if they had children they could get them school products and uniform so they can still get an education after the fire (Red cross).

From crime happening around victims or to them, it can have a wider impact on them turning them into criminals, this happens because if the victims have had a crime committed on them it can make them build up anger and hatred because they didn’t do anything at the time. This can then lead them to lashing out and commit a crime because they have held in that anger for so long and they finally released it. The CJS would stop this early by giving the victim resources in place to keep them from turning into criminals after a crime has been committed on them, The resources that they would give to the victim is helplines where they can talk to people about their feelings that they feel from the crime(NCA) . Also, if a victim has had a crime committed on them this can turn them into a criminal because if the victim got burgled and they haven’t got house insurance they can't claim anything on the house because they haven’t got the insurance for it so out of desperation they would start to steal essential things that they need in their life to service which can then lead to the victim being locked up for stealing(MOJ 2011). The CJS has worked with services to make sure that victims get the support that they need to not turn into criminal off crimes an example of what the CJS has done is make funding available for services so they can upgrade their facilities to make they support much better for victims which would make their services more effective overall (GOV 2011).

Finally, another example where victims turn into crime is the cycle of abuse, this is where they start off getting beat by their dad when they’re young for petty things or no reason then they grow up to when they're in secondary school and start to bully people in school because they know nothing but violence, Then when they grow up they go into crime and get arrested for assault on a person when they’re out drinking because these type of people are usually very violent, so they will always start fights on a night out. So, they started as a victim getting beat by his dad when he was growing up finally turning into a criminal because of his dad’s actions when he was young because he was grown up in a household full of violence and that’s all he knew so he thinks its ok to beat people up because his dad did it to him when he was young (NHS 2019, Gomez 2010). The CJS has worked with social services to put measures in place to make sure that the cycle of abuse doesn’t keep happening this has helped victims in the past deal with this cycle by telling the social services on what is happening in their household and social services would use the right actions to deal with that situation (GOV 2021).
In conclusion the CJS have helped victims by giving them support over the years but there is still a lot of work to be done to make sure that all victims get support no matter to severity of the crime that has happened to them.
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