190013





Portfolio 
Jack Hussey 
1900103


A portfolio of tasks reflecting
the skills, knowledge and 
disposition needed for HE
study




















Contents 

Table of Contents
Current Skills audit	3
Mind Map	4
My vision of success	5
A Summary of Critical Thinking	6
What I think about Education in Wales	8
References	10



















[bookmark: _Toc23420458]Current Skills audit 
[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc23420459]Mind Map

Resources available to my educational study
University
Other
Classmates
Library
Lecturers
Places of enjoyment
Personal Tutor
Placement
Football 
Hobbies
Home
Myself
Routine
Local Library
Family
Organization
Determination
Motivation
Time management
Family experiences
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My definition of success is the achievement of something. Success to me is meeting deadlines and understanding tasks. Meeting deadlines is essential within University so I can achieve the best possible grade. This involves a range of different skills to be developed such as time management and organisation. Enjoying the course is certainly another aspect of University which I feel is crucial. Within my time at University I aim to meet new people that can help play a massive role within my studies at University and hopefully meet friends for life. My vision now is finishing the course knowing I have given 100 percent effort and leave with a grade I can be ecstatic over. I also aim to use placement and practical sessions to enhance my learning as a student teacher. My main vision for success would be securing a job as soon as possible. Securing a job would mean using my fresh knowledge to make a positive impact in a fantastic profession. As I have done throughout Secondary school and College, success to me is having positive attitude towards the lecturers of the course. I feel this is crucial because a better relationship with the lecturers will result in the work becoming easier and more enjoyable. Success within my assignments would mean, using the Universities facilities as much as possible. The University Library will play a vital role towards my assignments as that is where I can develop a better and more detailed understanding of subject areas. 
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Critical thinking is a cognitive activity associated with using the mind. It is also a complex process of deliberation which involves a wide variety of skills and attitudes. 
Stella Cottrell mentions that many people that have the potential to develop better critical thinking skills are unfortunately prevented from doing so. Personal and emotional issues are the barriers blocking this. This implies that Cottrell believes critical thinking levels vary from person to person.

Cottrell also goes on to mention that there is a critical thinking process. This process involves; identifying other conclusions and arguments, evaluating evidence from an alternative point of view, weighing up opposing arguments and also presenting a point of view in a structured, clear way that convinces others. 
Next, Cottrell implies that natural and personal traits have no impact on critical thinking and instead it is about “a certain set of methods aimed at exploring evidence in a specific way. Critical thinking is also being suggested to benefit those that are more trusting in others, to help them combat any doubt constructively.

Scepticism and trust are mentioned frequently by Cottrell. She suggests that a theorist named Ennis (1987) identified a range of abilities associated with critical thinking. These abilities include being able to reflect sceptically and also to think in a reasoned way. Ennis explains that bringing in an aspect of polite doubt. However, she stresses that this does not imply the individual goes through life without believing in anything. But it does suggest that what you know at a specific period might only be part of the picture. 
As well as taking others points into consideration, Cottrell suggests that it is crucial that the individual examines the basis of their own beliefs and reasonings. This is because it remains a massive vantage point when beginning crucial analysis. Other peoples’ opinions can then be considered as Cottrell believes that critical reasoning involves considering other people’s reasons. A lack of self-awareness and weak reasoning skills can result in unsatisfactory appraisals at work and also with academic studies.

Stella Cottrell talks frequently about different individuals having contrasted critical learning skills. There are a number of barriers in place to critical thinking which can slow down and sometimes prevent an individual learning them. Some of these barriers include; misunderstanding of what is meant by criticism, overestimating our own abilities, lack of methods and strategies, affective reasons and also a reluctance to critique experts. Even though critical thinking has its barriers, there are also a large variety of benefits of critical thinking. These benefits include; improved attention and observation, more focused reading, improved ability to identify key points, skill of analysis and also knowledge on how to get your own point across more easily. These benefits show that Cottrell believes critical thinking creates a large skill set that can be used throughout life. They also suggest developing good critical thinking skills can take patience and application.























[bookmark: _Toc23420462]
What I think about Education in Wales

Is the education system in wales achieving or failing? 
My experience in my early years of education was enjoyable, interesting and valuable. However, at times learning did become repetitive due to learning the same information frequently but just at a more intense and higher level.  I do believe that as time moves on, we must adapt to modern ideas and solutions for teaching. I believe there are both positives and negative points to raise.

Studies from the Oxford Review of Education (Chris Taylor, 2016) show that an original consultation exercise suggested ‘teachers introduce formal learning too soon, before some pupils are ready and that this could result in some children underachieving and attaining low standards.’ This indicates that potentially students are rushed into areas of learning which they are not capable of understanding. However, this study also suggests that levels of achievement at Key stage 1 in Wales have seen a marginal growth from 78% in1999 to 84% in 2011.

The new curriculum coming into place in 2022 has been promised to educate students in a wide variety of topics which will help them build up skills in a wide range of fields. As drawn into the guide of the new curriculum on the Welsh Government website (2015) Professor Graham Donaldson has designed 6 new areas in which pupils will be taught. These areas include; ‘expressive arts, Health and wellbeing, humanities, language and literacy, mathematics and finally science and technology.’ My personal opinion on this is that we will see a massive improvement within the education system. I believe that children and teachers can use these 6 areas to their benefit, resulting in a wider variety of routes to take. This also means that the education system is up to date and is accurate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A report from the BBCs Welsh education correspondent Bethan Lewis (2019) suggests that unlike in the past money is being spent in Wales.  ‘A total of £44m had been specifically set aside to support schools and teachers to prepare for the new curriculum.’ I believe that this is a huge bonus to the education system as It suggests the education system is becoming more and more important. The report then goes on to say that Plaid Cymru’s education spokeswomen believes the new curriculum ‘has potential of revolutionising the learning experience.’ However, ‘it could prove disastrous for future generations.’ I agree that the new curriculum has the potential to revolutionise the learning as it can help adapt new skills within children that can benefit them significantly later on in life.

In summary, I believe education within Wales is going through an extraordinary stage. I feel that the new curriculum was needed and will benefit children’s skills while giving them the knowledge to grow and adapt. I do however feel that it is crucial the new curriculum is taught correctly in order to get the best out of it.
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