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After Steve and I set the brief We’ve been asked one question repeatedly
“Are we designing a display? Or a single firework?”
Form a systems perspective you’ve been asked to design the culmination of the coronation display. Some thing with a patriotic theme that lasts for at least 30 seconds. About half the national anthem or from “Send him victorious!” to the end.
With the best will in the world this isn’t going to be achieved with a single firework as in the rocket you took out of the Brocks firework selection box, stuck in a milk bottle, lit the blue touch paper and retired. Nor will it be satisfied by the Standard Thunderer you put under Mrs James’ dustbin lid and scared the poor old lady half to death as the dustbin lid vaulted the garden fence. (Perhaps you are too sensible to have tried that one!)
Nope……It’s going to take a few of these effects combined and sequenced in a specific order to achieve anything like the display time required……..Steve and I showed you cakes of effects and calliopes of mortars linked together in a sequence to provide a bigger effect. The cakes, in particular, are a box of tricks containing several sequenced elements, mortars, candles and flares, but they are one box, and may be considered as one firework made of several elements. That huge Maltese wheel Steve showed you was one firework. But made up of flare, mover (rockets) and lance elements to complete the effect. Not to mention the frame and all the sequencing delays, to make it all work. We need to consider the whole but drill down to make sure we design the best elements to bring it all together.
I am sharing your pain, in a way, by designing my own display. It runs a bit like this.
I’ve got a “Ich Dien” and a coronet picked out in Lances with Feather fire works (Firing red white and green to represent Wales) turning to a full crown with triple break red white and blue chrysanthemum burst above it.
(Signifying the progression of Prince of Wales to King)
The flares and mortars are going to be house in one cake. The lances on a frame.
So my sequence goes:-
 “Send him victorious”
· 1st series of “Ich Dien” lances light, red, green and white feather flares.
“Happy And glorious”
·  red, green and white feather flares
“Long to reign over us“
· red, green and white feather flares + progressing fans
· “Ich Dien” extinguishes
“God save the king”
· 2nd series of crown lances light + Mortar and Chrysanthemum bursts.
Now… by analysing what I have to do “explosive wise” in that little lot I’ve set myself a few problems.
Functionally, and from a generic perspective, I’ve got to :-
· Transport my display to site
· Set it up
· Initiate it
· Sequence it
· Provide the appropriate display elements
· Dismantle it
· And take it away


So what are the solutions to these problems? Which are the best solutions? Where are the difficult bits? How are you going to demonstrate it works? How are you going to dispose of it?
…….And do all these solutions meet the brief?

You can divide the labour in your teams to concentrate on these critical elements.

I have my own ideas how I’m going to do all this…..My own vision….I’m interested in your solutions.






