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Social Media has become a really big part of artist practice in this day and age since almost everything and everyone is online or buys items online. Therefore having social media platforms as a photographer or an artist, allows you to expand your viewer base and those who are seeing and interacting with your work, this also opens up the gate to commissions and also selling your work to collectors or even the general public. As said in an article written by Monica Kass Rogers on Commarts.com: 
“A decade after instagram’s launch, commercial photographers agree that having a presence on the platform is still essential. They say that as a marketing tool, Instagram has immediacy, power and potential. And they believe that as a tool for amateurs, it has impacted photography more indelibly than any other social media platform.” 
So throughout the years social media platforms such as Instagram have given artists the ability to show & sell their work by giving them a platform or a setting for that, Facebook is another example of being able to sell work as it  has marketplace where people can buy and sell bought & used items but they can also sell their own products through that area of Facebook, or can even promote something on their page by sharing it with friends & family which then expands the amount of people you’re reaching. Pinterest is another website where you’re able to buy things as it from images, while i find the buying portion is linked more too large shops such as Shein, Designer brands, and more clothes brands. I think it still gives you a platform to show off your images or even gather inspiration for your images however. 
[image: ] Considering this, Instagram works in a similar way to how facebook does with the tab for shopping however gives the photographer or artist a platform mainly for sharing work and attracting them to their website so they can buy directly from there since they have an option where you can make a professional account and you can pay to make your work into an ad that will show up on people feeds. You can also put your email into the bio of your account and there’s also an area for your website. By doing this people are able to quickly access your website to either view more of your portfolio or even to purchase your work directly off your website. With Instagram’s professional dashboard the account owner can manage their viewer base easier than just praying that your work is reaching people. When going into the dashboard you are able to see how many accounts your posts have reached within the past month and it also shows you how many are non-followers and how many of your followers it reached within a bar graph. You can also go into your insights to see which images did best, where most of your following is, the age range of your followings, Gender pie charts/splits, and also the most active times for your followers, which allows the owner to then plan when to release their work.











  Figure 1    Personal Instagram account   https://www.instagram.com/kinophtgpy/                                                                                                                                      
Other social media platforms such as Tik Tok or twitter are mainly used to promote small shops or in the case of tik tok to create short videos of them maybe packaging a product or even creating a product. Therefore the use of social media as a small or starting artist is crucial to getting your name out into the world of art, photography or wherever your practice of interest is. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]While social media is a positive way to expand an audience, sometimes the constant use of social media can cause your motivation to Deteriorate over time since you have that feeling of ‘I have to post to keep people interested in my work and engaging with my account’ and this starts to take a toll after sometime of keeping up with it. 
My Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/kinophtgpy/   
                                                                                     Statement
I am a photographer based in Swansea who focuses on Film photography and living in the moment. My photography is very natural feeling as I take them when it feels the right moment, i also explore the aesthetics and look at things from different perspectives. I feel working this way allows me to express part of my mind, and the feelings behind each photo in ways that i would never normally express them. I mainly focus on using 35mm black and white film and the darkroom to bring my images to life, the contents of my photographs are simple and easy to digest however they have many feelings and stories burned into them giving them different contexts. 
As a second year photography student in UWTSD University I’ve definitely expanded my knowledge about my own practice and also about myself as a person / photographer while studying, I’ve been able to work on including hidden narratives into images whilst also keeping them simplistic and stylish, to keep my aesthetic and alternative perspective to my work running throughout every image i produce. I personally think that by taking photos in the moment they happen contains some sort of beauty that you just don’t get from studio or posed photographs. The beauty of seeing friends and family in a natural setting feels so different and creates an atmosphere around an image you can’t replicate, and that’s why i enjoy looking deeper into it, to not only expand my knowledge even further on the style and feeling behind it but also to create photos that could be considered ‘once in a life time’ shots. As a photographer capturing a memory or just a moment in general is something really important to me, but also allowing myself a platform to express myself on is just as important to me. 

Artist CV

I am a focused photographer who works very closely with 35mm black & white film, while also using digital. I look closely into the aesthetics and aim to cherish those ‘in the moment’ feelings within a photo. While being a focused and diligent worker i can also work fast and efficiently, i can manage my time well and this leaves room for experimenting with photographic techniques or even different angles. I have 3+ years of education as of currently and i have co-ordinated an exhibition and i am also a charity event photographer for a local charity.

Experience:
Out Of Orderly Fashion Site Specific exhibition –
November 30th – 1st December 2022, Parc Tawe, Swansea
Leader
· Planned the placement of the exhibition and was main point of contact between the group and Parc Tawe
· Carefully considered any risks within the area
· Considered all possibilities within the area to use it to its maximum and made sure the group had their say in everything

Charity Event Photographer –
2nd April 2022 – Present
Photographer
· Every year for their large event I do the event photo booth and also the venue photographs as a way to give back for what they do

              
 Education:
Gower College Swansea Level 3 Photography course – MMM (Triple Merit)
1 year
(Current) UWTSD Photography in the Arts BA course – Ongoing - N/A

Developing my Practice:
I think for myself to develop in my own area of practice, i need to explore the possibilities of film a bit more, and also maybe try using different materials and techniques, when printing and also maybe experimenting with filters in the darkroom more to try and sharpen the lines on some of my images. 
By exploring into more materials and techniques i give myself a range of new ideas for my work so i think expanding on all my options as a whole could really help me improve my own practice.
I also think having a bit more confidence will help me in my work also as i’ll be able to confidently lead a project without doubting myself as much but i’ll also be able to get much more involved in the shoots or the process of setting up my own exhibitions in future. 
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